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and Arguments | 


[iacoving thatitis not lawfull to heare 


ar haveany ſpirituall communion with 
the preſent Miniſterie 
L the Church 


of England. 


feloesi ter Sf Babe cheer, off the 
| Put your ſerves 89 arty 4g Babel a all t 

| bend the bow, ſhoot at ber, ſpare not arrowes: for ſhe bath ſin- 
| wed again? the Lord. 

| Cry againſt her round about, [he hath given her hand, hey 


| foundations be fallen, her Walles be deſeroyed: becauſe it is the 
| wengeanceof the Lord, take vengeance -vpon her: 4s m_— bath 
1 ne, do mo her. 


; Rev. 18.6. - F1 
| Reward hereven «4s ſhe bathrewarded you, and double 01- 
| foher doubles according to bey Workes: in the "p Wherein [be 
; ew PR ber the double. 


Printed, 
la the yeare of our Lord; 
I608, 


"4 


Ls 


_ 


To the Chriſtian Reader, prace and peats 
#n oar Lord leſs Chriſt, I 


TeaHe Reaſons area gs, » I have publiſhed (gentle Rea- | 
—otder) for thy good, and for the truthes ſake which we wit- 
KR ncs to the world. The cauſes of our ſeparation from the 
KI Church of England are divers, as inother Books already 
DJ printed may be ſeen, This treatiſe handleth " payotely 
Se>eyes but one of them , which is concething their preſent Mint- 
| ftcrie : and was ( for the ſubſtance of ic) written long ſynce in nine 
Reaſons, which now I have reviſed and reduced to ſeven, -Inthe pro- 


pounding and handling whereof, I have both inſerted divers things 


which I met with in ſome _— of Mr hn Perry that faithfull Mar 


eyr of Teſus Chriſt; and annexed ſundry teſtimonies and Arguments our 
of the Books of the forward Preachers now abroad in mens hands, 
The third Reaſon, which is taken out of Reb. 74 9. 10. 77, hath his 
weight according to the right vnderſtanding of that place. Concerni 
which (as A Readley that bleſſed Martyr of Chtiftf did in his time) 
| willcommicthejudgement thereof, and of all the reſt; ro rhe fbrri 
mn: to be tryed and judged by the word'of God, which is the onely 
rule oftruth ;and ſo to be received a PEroyey , as they ſhalbe found [o. 
to beare weight, being layd in the ſkoales of Gods faftuary '& noe -PY 
any otherwiſe or further atall,  _ ” w | 
| The Reaſons are ſet downe inthe forme of Syllogiſmes. And the 
ewo firſt (Which conteyne in them the grounds ofthe teſt) havemore 
ſpecially the confirmation of them alſo handled after the ſame 'manner.. 
A courſe that ſome have deſired for the further tryall of our cauſe. 
Which now I wiſh it may help them forward.to yeeld'vnto the truth. 
Andif thy ſelf (Chriſtian Reader) reapeſt aoy fruit by ourlabours,give 
God praiſe, and pray for vs the vnworthieſt of his ſervants, who are c- 
very where contemned blaſphemezd and oppugned, for the Name of | | 
Chriſt: As hath ben the lot of the Churches and ſervants of God in {#7:39.7 7. 
all ages, yea andof Chriſt.our Lord himſelf. But #t s« ynowgh for the diſe Hat. 5.12. 
Ciple to be as his Maſter, and the ſervant as his Lord, T rralics will we 424 10,35» 
beareit with pacience, and rejoyce in it: Wayting tillthe Lord our #6: 12: 2- | 
God bring forth his truth as the light , 8 our judgement as the noone 7 Pe?-4. 42, | | 
day. Greae(we know) is the truth, and ſtrong is the Lord, that will &c» [+ 3 
deſtroy Babylon, and will mainteyne the cauſe and avenge the blood of :73-Y 
' his ſervants. Rev. 17.4nd 18.4nd I 9. chap. with [er.y0. and 51r.che - Sr 
Now therefore let meexhore all, both Preachers and people, high 
and low, ro compare together the Scriptures of the Prophets and A- . 
; Poſtles concerning the work of God and fall of Babylon paſt and co. 
come; and to take heed vnto themſelves, that they harden not their 
hearts , but whilesit is called To day, to hearken vnrto the voice of the 


| Lord, who ſayth ynto vs concerning the ſpiricuall Babylon & all her af- | 
NEE ſemblics | 


{8140 herts 
Jer , pr 5s 


EEE 
—_— A In 
A ——— 
. . 


 femblies and worſhip » * Go ou? of ber 


the lewes « 


my people , that yes p, 


L 


partake nor 


wth ber ſranes, and that ye receive not of her plagues: as of old he fayd to 

raing Babylon in Chaldea, Go our of che middes of my 

51k people, defiver ye every mans his foule ffo the fierce wrath of the Lord, Rev. 
"149, $0.28. 14.4: with ter, $1. £F-- And ler there be heard, * rbe VoJce of them - 
e 414 eſcape out of the Land of” Babel, to declare in Zion the Venge. | 
ws. | of the Lord our God, the vengeance of his Temple . 
faith the Lordof boſlt , The thick walles of Babel ſhalbe broken downe , and her 


For it is written, Thea 


high gates ſhalbe burnt with fire ; 4nd the people [hall labour in vayne, andthe 
folk mn the fire, and fbalte weary. ler, 51, 58. Which how true itis 8&' 
wilbe found in the Antichriſtian Babylon,as it hath ben in the Chalde- 
= ,letall thacare wiſe obſerve, & make good vic thereof vato them-! 
elves. 
And in ſpeciall (as now I haye occaſion) let me intreat the Preachers 
ſeeking reformation,ſeriouſſy co mynd the Books which many of them 
ſelves have wricren againſt their preſent eſtate, & with a rpm" to 
judge whether their owne Argumenes ( /howſoever intended oralled- 
ged otherwiſe by themſelyes) rely nor-vpon ſuch grounds, as are in 
- Vverydeed againſt cheir Miniſtery , aſwell as againſt cheir Ceremonies; 
© againſt the executing of the one, aſwel 'as againſt the vſing of the other; 
& withallagainſt che kezping of communion wich them 1n ſuch eſtate: 
albeir they have tot hithereoſſo appiyed or acknowledged it thElelves, 
Which God in his eyme give them to do for their owae comfort & be- . 
nefic of others, - Ft | 4 ,- DE: 
And the Lord guyde vs in theſe and all other things by his word and 
ſpiritin che way ofhis eruth, keeping vs from errour and eyery evill 
Way, and preſerving vs to his heavenly kingdome,by leſus Chriſt; wha 
is the Way , the truth 3 and the life @ Amen. 


Thy in the Lord: 
' Franiis lobuſone 


and proofes from the Scriptures, -: - 
and other teſtimonies, ANG 
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| Shewing that it is not lawful to heare or. | 
havyeany ſpiritual communion wath the 
_ preſent Miniſterie of the Church- 


The firſt Reaſon. +. 


9 Ll are bound in the Worchip of God to hear and com- 
A Fa municate onely With chat Miniſterie Which Chriſt - 
_—_ \& 2419 gruen,and ſet in bis Church for that Work, 

002 XY Put the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſſem. 
Ree" blies of England is not that Which Chrift hathg ven, 
end (et in his Church, fo the work of bis Miniſtery. Fdcle 3 BRI 
 Therfore it is not lawful for any in the Worship of God to heav | 
”” communicate With the preſems Miniſtery of the Church-aſſent- 
bhes of Eneland, 5 


The proofand declaration of this Reaſon 
in the ſeyeral parts thereof, 


o 
: 


I Ji Propoſition or firſt part of the Reaſon is evident 
and certayn ; 1, Becauſe Chriſt bath given his Mi- 54 
niſterie to his Church, as a fruitand confirmation of his - Rn 
aſcenſion into heaven, whoſe gift.therfore cannot therin 
be refuſed without denying or derogating from the truth 
and benefit of that his aſcenſion . Ephe. 4. #,--12. with Io 4 
09, 18. I Cor, 12. 4. REV, I. 13. 16.17, 19, 200 {9 fy * + 
|Þ 2. Becauſe he harh ſet his Miniſteric in his Church, —=- 
'F &%Lord and King therof,, whoſe appointment therefore 
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ma may note be altered ot diſobey 
He 


P.- 


a 


The ſti F z Reaſon | * -TF | b. 
ed.”-1Cn. 1245; 28; With | 
3-5-6: 9.10. 11, Mil. 1; 6. Lub. 6. 46, and 19.27, © 
Col. 4.17. 1 Theſſ. 5.12. Rev. 1.5.13. 16.0 22. 19. 19. 
3- Becauſe he buildeth and worketh by and in_ 


| his, owne: Miniſterie, as God , who is gracious and 


powerful, working all in all,to whom therfore in his wot- 
ſhip all ſybrailh 91 and obedience isto be yeeldedin his 
owa Minifterie onely, and in no other whatſoever. 1, Cor, 

12.5. 28. With Heb. 3, 3. 4. 1 Theſſ, 4+ 8. 1 Tim, 3.1, --Ise 


"Rev. 1.8. 16, 29. and 2. 1,673: I. 14: 


4+ Becauſe to his owne Miniſterie 'onely, he calleth 
his prople and promiſeth-his preſence and bleſling : ſoas 
inrejeRing it & admitting another, men do (as much as 
inthem lyeth) reje& and refuſe his bleſſed preſence, and 
deny the obedience which they ow vato him. Ma#. 2#. 
20. Luk, 10.16. 10h. 13.20. 1 Tim. 3. 1.15. & 6.3.4.5. 13+ 14s 
Rev. 2. 1. and 3.1. with Lev.26.1t. 12.15.46. Deut. 33. 
10, 11, Iſa. 62.6.7.8. Ter.3.15. Zach. ly 29.21. 2 The: "oY 
3 4+ 10. IS. 10,17: Rev. 22. IF. I9. 20, | y 
A” Aſſumption or latter part of the Reaſon, is pro- 

ved thus : 
"The Miniſterie which Chriſt hath given and ſetin his 
> Thutch* is of Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangelilts, Paſtors, 
and Teachers, ſpoken of Zpheſc 4. 11. 12,” © 

'But the preſent Miniſterte of the Church of England 

is none of thoſe, ſpoken of Fphe. 4. 11. 12. | 


© "Therforeitis not the Miniſterie which Chriſt hath 
given and ſetin his Church. | 


ThePropoſiti tion is playn and huktngable;” 
ings Aﬀum poop is ſhewed thus: 


The 


Againf bearing the Winif of Engl.” = 


Ex 7 


{| - The preſent Miniſtery of the Church of Engl.:is'of 3 2. poſe | 
be ' — PEA { H2F 4, $s OM . ". 6 Lee | 
| rH ;5 3 


Prelates, Prieſts,and Deacons; : - le 1 fg 155 
' But neyther the: Prelates, Prieſts, nor Deacons of that 
Church be Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors or 
Teachers, ſpoken of Fphe. 4+ 11. 12. byte! 
Therfore the preſent Miniſtery of 
of thoſe, ſpoken of Zphe, 4. 114.12. 1 


 ThePropoſition is manifeſt by their Law, & conſtitu-_ 


tion. The Law of that Church eſtabliſheth not nor admit-, 


tcthany other Miniſtery, but that of their Prelacy Prieſt, 


hyod and Deaconry, received among themſelves or.from the 
Papiſts . Their con/trution is ſuch,as al the Miniſters of 
; that Church muſt be Prie//s or Deacovs. And thele alſo 
eyther in a ſuperiour degree, as #he Prelates, the Lordbi-, 
ſhops, Archbs, Suffraganes, &c. or.in an inferiour, as the 
Parſons, Vicars , Stipendaries, Chapleynes, &c. 


- 


The Aſſumption is thus proved: ONS 
And firſt concerning the three firſt ſpoken of Zphe. 4.11, 


The offices of the Apoſtles, Prophets, andEvangeliſts, 
were extraordinary & the chiefeſt appointed by chriſt,for 
ſpecial imploymet,inlaying the foundatis of the Chriſtiz 
church & religis through the world, preaching the Gof- 
pel every where, ereRing the kingdom'of God in alnati- 
ons,opening & foretelling the things revealed ynto them 


by theholy Ghoſt, planting the' Primitive Chuzches, ' 


*% 


and ſetling them in the faith and ordinance 7 


F 


: 
4 


Chriſt which ſhould continue to the end of the worlds 


CC. oh , TRE 7 
But ſuch are not the offices of the Prelates, Prielts, 
or Deacons of the Church of England. 


that Churchis none” 


Az Therfore 


90 


Labs 


* 4 -<- © ©  Theſirſt Reaſon Os "m0 
4, <> -» Therforethep are notthe Apoſtles, Prophets, or Eyag | 
 .. +++. geliſts, ſpoken of Ephe 4 11. iq; 
_—_ eF4.- + 4 Moreparticularly : | 
©.” The 4pftles ſpoken of Fphe .'4. 11. were ſuch, as every 
one of chem had & were to have theſe properties, That 
with their eyes they had ſeen the L. Teſus, 1 10%. 1.x. Gor, | 
9:1. 414 15. 7.8.9. AF. r0. 39.40. 41. That by him' imme»: | 
 diately they were appointed to that office, Mz . 28. 18, 
 19.CAF. 1. 2.24. 25. 26. With Prov. 10.33. Gal. 1. 1. That | 
ofhim (and not of man) they received the doarine ang | 
commandements which they delivered to the Churches, 
Mat. 28, 20, AF. 1.2. 4 13.Gal.1.12.& 2.6. That 
they were ſent into the whole world to preach the G0ſpel 
to everie creature, to the Iewes and Gentiles of all nati- 
ons, Mat. 28.19. 20, Mar, 16; 15. Rom. 15. 19. AG. 9. 15, 
and 13. and r4 chap. &rc- That as Maiſtcr-builders they 
layd the: foundation which ſhould alway continue tothe 
end, Math, 28. 19. 20. With 1 Cor. 3.10. 11. Fphe. 2. 20. Of 
' 4+ 11-12» 73, Rev. 27.14. That they ſhould all be of& 
quall authority, ar. 20. 25.26, 27.-2 Cor 12. 11, Gal. 2.9, 

_ Rev. 21. 14. ; That they werefilled with the gifts of the 
holy Ghoſt”, with variety of tongues, ability to pro- 
phecy,, power to work miracles, and to ſhew vndoubted. 
argumets of their Apoſtleſhip,8&c. 47.2.3. & 4& $0, 
Owith Tob.16,13 & 20.21.22.1 Cor.14.14.0 2C0r,12-11.12. 

But ſuch are not the Prelates Prieſts or Deacons in 
the Church of England, PR, TOES 
"Therfore they are not the Apoſtles, ſpoken of Fphe. 4,11, | 
And Paul fayth,that God ſet forth him and Barnabas the | 

 kft Apoſtles, appointed to death, 8c. 1 Cor. 4. 9. If they. 
were the laſt, how ſhal we now look for any mo after 
- them? Orif any wil yet ſo think of themſelves or nt 
we.may be ſure'the tryall of them by the word of God 
Po | wi 


' 


SES... TOTES. Sn, <5" 


S  ” Rm = = VWF words nes A.M _ 


= v6 Ws 


- | 


+ 4 
 wilevince them to be ſuchas the Church of Epheſiis folid 
| to be lyars, which faid they were ©4poſles, but were not 


"2 0 +" INI 
.— 
no 


| preached the Goſpel abroad, and brought the Churches _ 


Againſt bearing the Miif, of Engl. 


i The Prophets, ſpoken of Ephe. 4-I1. Were ſuch as (with 


the Apoſtles) had the Goſpel revealed vnto them by the 


Spirit, and delivered it for the foundation of the Chriſti- 
an Churches and religion, and by ſpeciall revelation o- | 
pened & applyed the Scriptures ofthe former Prophets, . | 
and in waighty caſes foretold things to come, as by the 
holy Ghoſt was ſhewed vnto them . Epheſ. 3. 5. 4nd2. 20, 
With 4. 11. 12. 1 Coy, 12. 28. AF. 11.28, aud 21. 10, He 
But ſuch are not the Prelates Prieſts or Deacons of the 
Church of England. 
 Therfore they are not the Prophets,ſpoke of Fphe, 4 11, 


The Evaneek/?s,ſpoken of Fphe.q.11.were ſuch as having 
2ppointment & dire&ion by the Spirit or the Apoltles, 


to a ſetled eſtate, according to the order preſcribed them 
by the Apoſtles, whoſe companions and. aſliſtants they | 
were, going whither chey ſent them, and returning whi- | 
ther they would have them. 4&.21,8. With chap. 8. 5.12.26 | 
29. 30.35. 39. 40. 2 Timm. 4+ 5-9. 10. Ile Wah Rom. 10,21, | 


IC, 4. 17. and 16. 10. 2 Cor, 1,1.19. Phil.2. 19.22. 1Theſs ++ 

| 3.2.6, 17i.1.2. 3.9. 4nd nith Aft. 16.1. 3, and 17.14. * 
" 1s, and 19, 5. 4nd 19.22. and 20. 4. Col.4.10. 11. with 46, © 
15.329. 40. Tit. 1. 4. $. 4nd 3. 12. With 2 Cor. 8, 23, 


But ſuch are not the Prelates Prieſts or Deacons of the 


F Church of England. 


Therfore they are not the Evangeliſts, ſpoken of Z- 


| Phe. 4. 11. 


The Propoſitions of theſe particular reaſons are evi- 
ids A 3 vident 


OE + 


% dent by the ſcriptures annexed vnto them, © 
+ -The Aſſumptions areſo playneas they need no proof - 
atall. And ifany would deny them, they-arboundthem: 
ſelves toſhew the contrary by the Scriptures : Which” 


none can ever do. 


. -{ Nowas the Prelates Prieſts 8 Deacons of the church 
of England are not Apoſtles, Prophets, or Evangeliſts, 
ſpoken of os 4. 11. {o neyther arethey Paſtors or Tea 

-chers there ipoken of by the Apoſtle. Which now we 
wil-alſo prove. . - T 7 meg 

. .v But firſt (for further clearing of the truth .and- berter 

diſcerning of theireſtate) it is to be obſerved here, that 
*2,;4ze:, Bi- albeit themſelves take it for granted. that they have theſe 
fm s. offices intheir Church,yet they neyther have agreed nor 
1hirgifs 4- Can agree among themſelves who they bethat havethem; 
2<i#fT.c.9. whether the prelates,or the other prieſts,&c. butareata 
_ 737; 4%. greatjarre andin deed at aplayne contradiction among 
fe. with ae, themſelves hereabout, Many of the Prelates and For- 
Barrow, maliſfts ſay, * that their Archbishops and Bishops are Paſtors & 
$M. Sperm, Teachers; Some of them ſay, 'rhar « _ « ſuperior bothin 
M. Egerton, Office and gifis to a PaFor . Many ofthe Retormiſts fay, that 
um the Confer. *;he learned and painful Parſons of Pariches and Lefturing pria- 
M. Helderſ. Ly 0 : 
M. 1acob, ju hers among them are Paſtors and Teachers, Others of them 
ther wri= 
Fomgs, 
| {Mr.Chader- of laWful Paſtors Elders and Deacons, that their Pa 
 #owonthe Payzth Priefts, Stipendaries, andthe reſt, -came. from the Pope 4 
"Out ofthe Troiane horſes belly ro the deſtrattionof Gods kingdon 


" Roms. 12. þ. | A IR, | 
33: Oc. E that zhey are che Prelates new creatures, and that the << of 


v4 the Grd never knew them . And all the ſeekers of Reformation 
4s. TO 


OG -2> 


have ſhewed to the Parliament heretofore, that #be names | 
and offices of Archbishops, Archdeacons, Lordbishops, and the reft, 


"» 


* 


Azainſt hearing the Miniſt. of Emel. 5 

gre together With their government drawen out of the Popes chop, 
and contrary 10 the Scriptures; that the Parſens , Vicars, Parich= 
prieſts, and Stipendaries, be birds of the ſame fether, and that 


| they have an Amichriſtian hierarchie and pepish ordering of Mi- 


niſters, ſirange from the word of God and the wfe of all Well ve- 


formed Churches in the World, Thus are themſelves confoun- 


ded, and thus are their tounges divided. Yerceaſe they 


| notſtill to plead for Baal, andto bring balme for the fore 


of Babel, which cannot be healed . ler. 51. #. 9. 58. Cz. 
nith Rev. 19, Chap. | | 
And now to proceed, we wil ſhew bythe Scriptures, 
that none ofthe Miniſters of that Church havethe office 
of Paſtors or Teachers ſpoken of by the Apoſtle, Fphe.q. 


| ' 11, Which we prove thus: 


I. The Paſtors and Teachers, ſpoken of Zphe. 4. 11: 
have their offices, callings, adminiſtration, and mainte- 
nance ordeyned by Chriſt in his Teſtament. 

But the Prelates Prieſts & Deacons of the Church of 
England have not their offices, callings, miniſtration 6c 
maintenance ordeyned by Chriſt in his Teſtament, - _. 

Therfore the Prelates Prieſts 8& Deacons of the church 


| ofEngland arenot Paſtors & Teachers, ſpoken of Fphe., 
_<d.Il, FE: | | EI 4d = | 


The truth of the Propoſition appeareth by that place ah 


of Fphe. 4.8. 11. 12. 6 Rom. 12.7. 8. AF. 14.23. 41d 20. 
| 17.28, Heb, .5, 4. Col. 4.17, 1 Theſ, 5.12. 1314-1 Pet. 5. 
| 1.2.3, Rev, 2, and3.chap. and 22. 18.19. 1 Cor. 4.1.2. and 
 $.4- 5. andg. 14. and 11.23. 24.25.26. 4nd 12. 28.Gal. 6. 


6. 4ndrh-oughour the Epiſtles to Timothee and Titus : With other 


like Scriptures, 


- .Thetruth of the Aſſumption appeareth by their con- 
"os ſtitutian 


The firſs Reaſon y; 

ſitutionand praiſe, inaſmuch as their offices of Prefary, - 

Prie/thood,&+ Deaconry; their calling 8 entrance according 
+X.H;1deſ, tOtheir Pontificall and Book of conſecrating Biſhops | 
terrer fet,ro, and Archbiſhops and ordering Prieſts and Deacons, as 
_—_— Allo that which ſome of them pretend to have by the | 

i -»d *choiſe acceptance and conſent of their people, who 

Pafterallcal- ſtand themſelves vader Antichriſt,and vnſeparated from 
oi af, *he world, andare no true viſible Churches of Chriſt; | 
fer »eceſcity of their miniſtration by their owne and other popiſh Ca- | 
 reformatio. ons, Articles, Injuntions, and Book of comon prayer; | 
PE cm. Shcir Maintenance by Tithes, Lordſhips, &c. were never | 
Qfersſe"” ordeyned by Chriſt for his Miniſteric of the Goſpell,bur | 
39 derived from Antichriſt and his apoſtafie, as hath been | 
"The Diſce- Proved * by vs in divers Treatiſes publiſhed heretofore, 
ber. And if they till be otherwiſe mynded, it lyerh vp- | 
The £944 on them to ſhew that Chriſt in his Teſtament hath ap- | 
ah * pointed theſe their offices 8 things aforeſaid for his Mi- F 
Lofw. ro Mr. niſterie . Which none ofthem have yet done, nor ever } 


MS . 
_ * Wilbeabletogo. 


. 2. Againe, The Miniſterie of Paſtors 8 Teachers,ſpo« | 
ken of #phe. 4. 11, is the ordinarie and perpetual miniſte- | 
rie given by Chriſt to his Church, 8 ſuch as che Princes 
ofthe carth neyther may nor ever ſhalbe able to aboliſh, } 
ſcing Chriſt hath appointed ir eo continue to the end of 
the world; Epheſ, 4.11. 12. 13. Rom. 12.5. 7. 8, and 13-3 
Heb. 12. 28, 1Tim.3, chap. and 5, 17. 4nd 6. 13. 14 with | 
- But thePrelacy Prieſthood & Deaconry ofthe church | 
of England, is not the ordinarie and perpetual Miniſtene | 
givenby Chriſt to his Church, bur ſuch as the Princes of 
the earth mayand ought to aboliſh out of their Domint- | 
ONS. REV, I7. IG. I Tim, &. Zo Rom. j Js 4. with I King. Ft, | 
Per; oþ $5 XG 


| 5. &c. Deat.12:2.3-4-F, ty The 16 807 oe ren. Fe N 
g | - Therfore the Prelacy Prieſthood and Deaconryofthe | _ : 
$ | Churchof Englandis notthe Miniſterie of Paſtors and PO A aER- 
©f © ;. Alſo, The offices of Paſtors & Teachers ordeyned ; 

# | by Chriſt in his: Teſtament, are ſuch as did and could + 

- | (and withand vnder the offices of Apoſtles Prophets & _ 

- | Evangeliſts, Fphe. 4. Il. Ad#,15.4.6,22.23. & 20.17.28, Heb; WE 7 

'% 13-7-17-23-Epi/t 20Tim. & Tit . 1 Pet. 5.1. Rev. 24nd 3h... 

r | But the offices of the Prelates Pricſts: and Deacons of: 

+ # the Church of England,are notſuchasdid or could ſtand 

2 | withor vnder the offices of Apoſtles Prophets & Evange». 

FF lits. Which ifany deny, Jet them ſhewthe contrary. _ 

- | by the ſcriptures. Light hath no fellowſhip with darknes, 

/ | nor Chriſt with Antichriſt. [And ſuppoſe the Apoſtles 

- | were alivein their perſons(as they are in their writings) 

e | andwerein England, itwere worth the knowing v "ERS 

| ther theyand the ordinances given by themſhould give 


place to the Prelates and their Canons and conſtitutions, © 
| andwhether they ſhould be ſuffred to preach the Goſpel, © © 
| andminiſter the Sacraments without acknowledging the _ 
| Prelates authority, ſubſcribing to their Articles, wearing 
| of the Surplice, figning with the Croſle in Baptiſme,&c. | 
For if we look to'their-* Canons, Lawes, praQtife, ando»c,,,us 
| Church-conſtitutis,theſe rel all men playnely;they muſt vie zewr, 
«| -yceld vnto the, 8& that vnder payneof excomunicatio #6 Hare; 
- | 4%,&c,Not to ſpeak of their impriſoning,8 perſecuti ahh, FE 
| | offuchas witnes the truth againſt them eve ode oe, 
; Therfore they are notthe Paſtors and: Teachers ot- 
| | deyned by Chriſt in his Teſtament. SO 
'} £- Moreover, The offices of true Paſtors and Tea- 
| Cliets, areby the ordinance of ZE 3a in the nr 
| Tis} A and 


x 
p. 
$ 
. 


_—_ 


and employed in the Miniſtery of the word and Sacrs. | 
- ments and Church'soverment, ſo as they maynot (with F 
theireccleſiaſtical tunciss)receiv civil offices & callings, 
nor take ynto themprincely titles & dignityes. Ephe.4.r1, 
1T2.13-1 Pets 5.1.2. 3:4. Rom.12. 78.1 COr. 12.5. 8.28. 1Tim, þ 
4+ 13-15. 16. 2 771. 2. 4. Lith. 12, 14. 494 22,25. 26, _ 
'Butthe- offices of the Prelates Pciefſts and Deacons of | 
the Churchof England, are not ſo: butby their own con. | 
ſtitution areſet in chat Church, and employed in the Mis þ 
niſterieofthe word Sacraments & Church government, | 
ſo as they may alſo [together with their ecclefiaſtical fun» | 
Rions) receive civill offices and callings, (as to be Luſtices 
ofpeace, County palatines, Lords ofthe Counſel, &c.)& 
take ynto them Princely titles and dignityes (as of. Grace, 
Lordſhip,&c. ). Which al men ſee and know to be thus, } 
*.*  Thetrfore they are not true Paſtors and Teachers. * | 


 $. Apaine,7he Miniſtery of Chriſtian Paſtors 8& Tea- þ 
*chers, ſtandeth by the word and ordinance of Chriſt, ſo | 
as al Churches vnder heaven are bound to receive & ſub- | 
mit thereynto, and to no other whatſocver. Ephef. 41h | 
12.13. R0.12. 5.6, 7.8. 1 C07.12.5.28. 1Tim, 3. ps 
axd 5.17.:4nd 6.13. 14. + 
-  ._ButthePrelacy Prieſthood & Deaconry of the Church } 
..<-.-.0f yo ſtandeth onely by the authority and Law of } 
© -_man,ſoas other Churches els where neyther arnor need 
to beſubje&therevnto. Which even themſelves of all } 
ſorts haveacknowledged. For which,ſee, Whirgiſts Dt- 
- fence inthe Preface . The Anſwer to the Abſerat?, pag. 58. The 
Admon, to the Parliam, The Defence of eodly Minit. The D& 
mon{tration, &c. | "i 
:  Therfore their Prelacy Prieſthood & Deaconry is not } 
the Miniſtery of Cluiſtian Paſtors and Teachers. 


a* 


which 


= ef. $6. 
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A rzainſt hearinethe Minif; of Enel. | 
6. Pk z aromas and Teachers + 
which Chriſt hath appointed , are ſuch as they which 
have them muſt be members of a true viſible Church,and 
bound to one particular Congregation for the Miniſtery 
& governmet therof, Rom: 12,4. 5.6.7.8.1Cor.12.5.8.12.18% 
AF.14-23. 20.28, Col. 4.17.Heb.13.17.1 Pet. $.1,2,3;4- 
But the offices of the Prelates Prieſts and Deacons 


> | ofthe Church of England are ſuchas they which have 


them need not be (neytherin their eſtate can be ) mem. 
bers of a true viſible Church, but ofa falſe,norare bound ' 
toone particular Congregation for the Miniſterie& go- 
yernement thereof, but the Prelates are over whole proz 
vinces and Dijoceſes &c.and the other inferiour Prieſts 
may have( in thateſtate) plurality of benefices & eccleft- 


'# aſticall cures, &c. Which none can deny. 1, 


| Therefore they are notthe Paſtors & Teachers which 
Chriſt hath appointed. | 


7, Finally, The offices condition and government of 
Paſtors and Teachers, ſpoken of Eph. 4. 11. areſuch as 
no way empaire the authority Supremacy or dignity of 


| Kingsor any other civil Magiſtrates,eyther in civil or cc- 
cleſtaſtical cauſes. & tx 4.11, 12, 4nd Rom.12.7, 8.With 
13-1. Tif.1.5,0. Wit 


3.1.@ 1 Pet. 5. 1, 2, 3. With 2.13. 14+ 

- Butthe offices: condition & government of the Pre- 
lates Prieſts and Deacons of the Church of England, are 
ſuch as do many wayes empaire the authoritic ſupremacy 
and digniry of Kings andall other Magiſtrates, both in ci- 
vill & eccleſiaſticall cauſes. And for an-inſtancetake theſe 
particulars, That che Prelates Will have their preſence, vere, & 
authority to be at Parliaments for enatting of Lawes CF [tatiites 


| forthe comon Wealth &c.T hat they ave rulers of WholeProtinces 
C Dioceſes inthe ecileſraiticall cauſes thereof; That in ci: —_ 


B 2 


Wm. \ :: * The firſt Reon _ ws 
and government ,  fome of them are above all, and all of they 

above ſome of the Nobles, Iuſtices, and other © Magiitrates of the | 

- * Land; That themſelves, their Courts, and officers handle &r des | 
.- germint ſundry civill cauſes aud affaires pertayning to the civil | 
Magiftracy; * That they inflict civil mulits and punichment, | 
That#» their forbidden times they give licences to marry, orc, || 
Thatzhe beneficed Prie#s fweare Canonical obedience to the Pre. - 
lates, That allthe Priefts and Deacons are exempt from the Ma. | 
giftrates inriſdittion in divers Pings apperteyning vnto them, | 
and > gee oncly or chiefly to the Prelates and their Offi= 
Therefore they are not the Paſtors and Teachers ipo-'} 
ken of Ephe. 4+ IIs "| 


 Andto this end mighi divers other reaſons be alled- | 
. ged from particular conſideration of theſe ſeverall offices,” | 
As for example, ifany for the Prelates would perſwade,: | 
that their Archbiſhops have thePaſtors office, then would” 
it follow that they have but two Paſtors in the land, .be-- | 
cauſe they have buttwo Archbiſhops. Or if they fay,. 
the Lordbiſhops be Paſtors, then have they bur fixe and” 
ewenty or thereabout : -and what office then have the” 
Archbiſhops above them ©. - . — 
_ - Ifothersfay, thePrieſts (whether Parſons, Vicars, of: 
Stipendaries) be Paſtors, then let them tell vs whatob*| 
fice their Archbifhops & Lordbiſhops have am6g them,” } 
feing Chriſt hath appointed in his Church no ordinarie”J 
eccleſfiaſticall office for any one perſon, greater then the” 
Paſtors; nor n= wo Paſtors one of them above non | 
any reſpeR of Mini wer or government, but made” 
en all equall ve TG, 2. - F. 12. 18, and 3. 
7.14. With Ephef. 4. 11, 12,13. CA. 20. 17. 24. 17105. | 
I7. 1 Phi g. 1,2, 3,4. 40d Luk. 22, 24.25, 20, 27+ and 


Againft hearing the Minift, of Endl. 3 
$ And thus much is acknowledged and publiſhed alſo by 
27 ſome of themſelves, both heretofore in divers of their 
8 books, and now. of late in an Offer of conferenceabour- 
| certayne Propoſitions, which they offer to. mainteyne 
againſt the Prelates : Among which are theſe, namely, 


 parie eccleſjaſiicall Officer in any true conſtituted viſible Church 
| rift ;That it 55 the. office of every true Paſtor to teach and to 
| governe (piritually onely one Church or Congregation immediate- 
| + vader Chriff, That it is ſanply vnlanful for any Paſtor wn © 
| der the new Te/tament to be alſo a civil Magiitrate ; That the - 
| of ice and calling of Provincial and Dioceſan Prelazes is contra- 

| r1corbe Wordof God, &c. $3776; 
"F Furthermore, ifany would fay, their Deacons have 
, | the Paſtors office, the ſame abſurdity followeth as inthe 
| former: andthis moreover, that the workgof the Dea- 
| cons office are by the Apoſtles: oppoſed tog"the workof 
| the Miniſtery , wherein the Paſtors office is employed. 
| 47.0. 2.3.4. With Ephe. 4.11.12, Rom 12.8. 
|. Likewiſe if they would ſay,they have the Teachers of- 
| fice, it would be knowen whether it be the Archbiſhops, 
| Lordbiſhops, Prieſts, or Deacons, Parſons, Vicars, or Sti- 
- | pendaries, that have it among them; & to,whom they are 


| ſtors,ſpoken of Ephe. 4. 11. as is proved here before; and 
| what office ofMiniſtery the reſt oftheir Prelates Prieſts & 


| Deacons havewhom themſelves account not to have the 
7 ' Teachers office; and whether the Teachers ſpoken of E- 
"| 2% 4. 11. muſt firſt be Deacons, and then Prieſts, and 
-| promiſe obedience to the Prelates, 8&that alſo as totheir 
*F Ordinaries, and be ſilenced and depoſed at thieir plea-. 
| lure, &, 0g le ST} + 

69, B 3 


But 


'F That he Paſtor of a particular Congregation & the higheſt ordi- fe ofCom- 


| adjoyned for the work of Miniſteric, as ! the Teachers !Zpbe. 4. x- 
*Þ ze to Paſtors, ſeing they have none inthe office of Pa- 7799-2 


9 


7% "Ihe ſirſt Reafon, 


—Butofthelſe things we have ſpoken in otherTreariſet 

'  towhichwerefer the Reader. Refi. of Mr. Gif. pag. nog 
295+ 10G. Ofc. Anſiv. to My Hilderſ. pag. 7 9. $0.--87=g 
Ofc. Anſw, 70 'Mr. lacob. pag. 188. & "a 


Now whereas ſome. alledge, for warrant of hearing 
theſe Miniſters , that the people were to hearken to te 
Seribes and Phariſees ſitting im Moſes ſeat, &c.. - Mah 

23. 2. 3. it is to be noted, that they were Levits, 
Prieſts,expounders of the Law , and Iudges of the pleas 
and controverſies of Iſrael; And therfore had thetrueok 
fices &ordinances,which the Lord by Moſes did appoint Þ 
for teaching and governing of that Church : as appe- | 

' xeth both by the phraſe it ſelf of trig on Moſes chaire, and 

| byconference of theſe and the like Scriptures, Dew. 10.6, 
& 17.8,--12,8nd 33.14.10, 2 Chron.17. 8. g. andi9.4,1f 
"Nehem. 8.4, 3,4nd g. 3. 4. 5. with Mat. 22.34. 35. 41-48 
23. chap. Mar. 12.28.32. 35. oh. 1. 19. 24. andy. 

20, 24.5. 34. This then is nothing atall for any falſeMi- 
niſterie,never ordeyned by the Lord: ſuch as the prelent 
Miniſterie ofthe Church ofEnglandis proved tobe.” } 
-” Beſides, to bea Phariſee, was not to havea new kind þ 
of Miniſterie,but to be of a ſpeciall ſet among theTews' 
that pretended more ſtrict obſervation of the Law then's- 

 thers did. A. 15. 5: and 26. 5. Andthey were ofany 
of their tribes, or of the proſelyte Gentiles : as may v8 
ſeen in Paul , who was a Phariſee, of the tribe. of Benj# 
min, Phil.3. 5. AF. 23.6. andin them that were ſentto 
John Baptiſt, whowere Phariſces ofthe tribe of Levi, b& 
ing Prieſts and Levites, 706. r. r9, 24. and in the Protes 
Iyce Gentiles, brought ſoto be by the Scribes and Phat 
bes, ſpoken of Mar. 23.15. PEI | | 3 
 Andfurther,althovgh they were verie corrupt and + 
2395 14 | £0 
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G 
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| the YordofGod and heavenly, and not left to the wi 
1 # deviſe at their pleaſure: as appeareth by that Which # noted of Tebn, 
os & Vere the Phariſees coming to loby Baptiſt, after that he had de-- 


Againft hearing the Minit. of Fuel. We |; 


| ; (notwithſtanding all the pretence they made) ſo as 
2 Chriſt caught his diſciples * to take heed of the leven of »,,,, ,7.c 


their dorine, and of theirhypocriſy, andwickednes in 72. a»d2g, 


N | converſation : yet did they ſtill hold, thatevery true Mi- <*47-£4%24, 
Þ& niſtery muſt be from heaven and not of men, and vrged © Ms 
8 Iohn the Baptiſt to warrant his calling and Miniſteric by 


the Scriptures : Zuk, 20. 1.-7. With oh, 1. 19.---27. So far- 


. werethey themſelves from Mn. any falſe miniſtery, 
$ | notappointed by God and approve 


in his word. 
And this alſo have the forward preachers acknow- 


£ | ledgedand proved heretofore againſt the Prelates: as a 


of 
pearcth by their owne words, ſaying, * TOTO 6 by 17. C. ff 
of men to "29 148-44 


by | medio be eyther Chriſt, or Elias, or another Prophet , concludes «;,;, , a9; 


id If thou be neyther Chriſt, nor Elias,nor of the Prophets, 
+ | why baptizeſt thou ? Which bad bene no good argument, if 


= | 5.lohn micht have ben of (ome other function then of thoſe Which 


| Vere ordinarie in the Church and inſtitutedof God. And there- 
© þ frebe roeftablich his ſangular & extraordinarie funttia, alledg-th 
1 | he Word of God: Wherely 


appeareth, that as it was not lawful! to 


i bring in any ſtrange doitrine, ſo Was it not lawfull to teach the true "Not, 


> | 4Hirine,vnder the name of any other funition then Was inſtituted 
v8 1God. Letthe Whole pradtiſe of the Church under the Law be 


4 | lol ed pon, and it ſhall not be found that ary other eccleſiaſtical 


| Fleare teſtimonies of the mout 
jÞ ting &+ movings of the Spirit of God. So that it appeareth that the 


ſ | 


2 | Piniſtery Was appointed,then thoſe orders of hy prieſts and Levites 


Oc. Which Wer appointed by the law of God. And if there Were 


«| 1) raiſed vp extraordinarily, the ſame had their calling confir- 


med from heaven, ether by figs or miracles, or by-playn and 
of Cod, or by extraordinarie exci- 


Wwnifierie of the Goſpel and the funttions thereof ought to i for 
cavel 


0 


# 


..-- Thus have themſelves written heretofore ; and thys 
 doththeirowne teſtimonic agree with the word of God 
__ againſt theirpreſent eſtateand their woonted allegationg 
- fortheir continuing therein. But of theſe things alſo we 
\haveſpoken other where: and wil not here further pro- 
ſecutethem. Treatiſe of che Miniſs, of Engl. p. 54. 55. &c, 
Anſfp. to Mr. Jacob. p.195. 

- The concluſion of all is this, that ſcing the Lord 
himſelf, aſcending vp on high, hath given offices of M# 
niſterie to his Church , calling and requiring all mento 

— heareand have ſpirituall communion with them,andna 
with any other; and ſeing the preſent miniſterie of the 
Church-aſſemblies of England cannot be warranted by} 
the word of God tobe that which Chriſt hath given, | 
and ſetin his Church, for the work of his Miniſterie, we 
may not therefore in the worſhip of God heare or com 
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municate therewith, vader any colour whatſoever, 
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DCE 
The ſecond Reaſon. 


One may heave or have any ſpirituall communion With the 
Mmſtery of CAntichriſts apoFaſie : | 

But the preſent Miniſterie rd the Church-aſſemblies of 
Eneland is the Miniſtery of CAmichriſts apeſtaſie : 
Therefore none may heare or have any ſpirtual communion 


With the preſent Mipiſterie of the Church-aſſemblies of Engl, 


He Propoſitis or firſt part ofthis Reaſon is manifeſt: 
4 1. Becauſe all falſe Miniſteries are forbidden by the 
Lord, and ſtand vnder the denunciation of his curſe: 
Exod. 20. 4. 5. With Deut, 18.9--15. 2 Kings 10.19 -25» 
2 Chron. 13. 9.10.11. J4ch, 13. 2-6. 2 Theſſ.2. 3--12, REV.Y. 
avd 17, chap. 2 Tohn, ver. 7.10. Dett. 7,26. and 27.26, Gals 


I. i, 9. Rev. 22.19. 19. 


2, Becauſe 'we are commanded to go out of Babylon, 
and not to partake with any of her ſinns, & therfore not 
with the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſie, Rev. 19, 4. 
5. 6. With Ter. 51.6.9. 45, 2 C07. 6. 14-17. 1 10h 4. 1-6. 

3. Becauſe by hearing and communicating with ſuch 
a Miniſterie, all that do ſo, become the ſervants of Antis 
chriſt, as itis written, Hs ſeruants je are to Whom ye obey,Ge 
thus become ſubje&to the wrath of God : Kon. 6. 16. 
2 Pet, 2.19. With Rev. 14. 9.10.11, OR 

4. Becauſe to heare or joyne with that Miniſterie, 19 
to honour and conſpire with Antichriſt againſt Chriſt, 
and what in vs vs lyeth to vphold that which the Lord 


will conſume , Z Theſ 2: Zo 4e 8, Rev. 13. and 1g. 09--12. 7 
I' 8. 4 + yo #, | 


C 5. Becauſe 


BD 7Y The ſecond Reafon. Mi 
» Becaufethis is not to obey the Goſpel and receive 
the love of the truth thatwe may be ſaved, but to pro- 
yoke the Lord to ſend vs ſtrong deluſions to beleev lyes 
and pleaſe our ſelves in varightcouſnes, being carryed 
away inthe deceitfulnes thereof among them that periſh, 
vnto condemnation. For thus the ſcripture ſpeaketh of 
ſuchas in religion yeeld ſubmiſſion to Antichriſt the man 
of liane in his apoſtaſic. 2 Theſ. 2. 3:9. Io» 11. 12, Rev. Ig. 


6G-=-I So and 22. if, I'9e 
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*T*He Aſſumption or ſecond part of the Reaſon is pro» 
' & vedby divers Arguments, as followeth. 


| The firft Arenment. | 


*He Minifterie of D2acons 21d Prieſts ordeyne1by the Prelates 
ctherevnto, is the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtafic : 'V 

But the preſent Miniſtery of the Church-afſcmblics of Engl. is the 
Miniſtery of Deacons and Prieſts ordeyned by the Prelates therevnroe 
* Thertore the preſent Miviſterie of the Church-aſſemblics of England 


is the Miaiſteric of Antichriſts apoſtaic, 


The Propoſition of this Argument is 
| proved f5r// thus: 

- x. The Miniſterie of Deacons and Prieſts which ac- 
Counts it ſelf ro be Chriſts,8& yer was not ſet by Chriſt 
in his Church for the work of his Miniſtery, that is the. 

_ Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſie: 4 

- Butthe Miniſtery of Deacons and Prieſts ordeyned by 
the Prelates therevnto,accounts it ſelf ro be Chriſts, and 

pu was not ſet by Chriſt in his Church for the woik of 

His Miniſterte: | 

Therfore the Miniſtery: of Deacons and Prieſts ordey- 
ned by the Prelates therevatp, is the Miniſtery of Antie 
 Kuilts Apolialis ad 


bi-ar" hearing the miniferg of Engl. ty 
The Propoſition none can deny, ' _. 

The Aſſumption hath ewo parts: The one, that rhe Mi- 
wi/ery of Deacons and Prieſts ordeyned by the Prelates thereunte, 
accounts it ſelf ro be Chritts Miniftery: Which themſelves 
will graunt. The other,that hi Was woe ſer by Chriſt in his 
Church for the Work of his Miniftery: Which is proved alrea- 
dy in the firſt Reaſon here belcce and in other Reaſops 
hereafter following. [ 


Agayne, the Propoſition of the Argument 
is proved ſecondly thus: | 
2, If the Prelates of the Church of Engl. have fuch 
offices & government, as be ſpeciall parts of Antichriſts 
apoſtafie, then the Miniſtery ordeyned by them therevn- 
to, muſt needs be the Miniſtery of that Apoſtafic: 
But the Prelates of the Church ofEngl. have ſuch of- 
fices and government, as be ſpeciall parts of Amtichriſts 
apoſtaſte : | 
Therfore the Miniſtery ordeyned by them is the Mint» 
ſtery of Antichriſts apoſtaſie. > j 


The conſequence of the Propofition is manifeſt, be- 
cauſe the fruit muſts needs be ſuch as is the tree: Neys 
ther do men gather grapes of thornes, or Ggs of thiſtles. 
Uar. 7.16.17.14. And who can bring a cleane thing 


out of filthynes? Not any one , Joh. 14. 4+ 


The Aſſumption is proved fir# thus: 
r. Whoſoever(beſides Chriſt Iceſus himſelf) have ſuck 
offices and government as thereby they clayme to be ſpi- 
rituall Lords, they have the offices and: government 
which are ſpeciall parts of Antichriſts apoſtaſie, & are 
adced very Antichriſt ir 4p Bup 
Ca' ur 


u  Theſecond Reaſon *' = 
But thePcelatesof theChurch of Eno. have ach os” 
fices & government as thereby they clayme to be ſpiri. | 
tuall Lords: | EL -.| 
-  Therfore the Prelates of the Church of Engl. have the 
offices and government, which are ſpeciall parts of Anti. 
aa apoſtaſte , and are indeed very Anticiiſts theme 
CCI VCSs | 


___ ThePropoſitionis proved by the Scriptures, which 
| teach that there is but one Lord, the Lord Teſus Chriſt: 
 Ephe. g. 5.1 Cor, 8.6. and 12, 5. 2 Cor. 3.17. 18. With Pfal, 
X10. I. Micab,s5.2. Luk. 19, 12. 13. 14. 27. 10h. 20« 2.2. 23, 
x Cor, 11.23, & 14-37. Rev, I, 11, 12.13. 4nd 2.1, 4nd3, 
x. 7. Now that theſe Scriptures and the like do ſpeak of 
8 ſpiritual! Lord, is playne both by the circumſtances of 
the places themſelves, and becauſe the Scripture other 
where giveth allowance of many civil or temporal Lords, 
but no where of any ſpirituall Lord, fave Ieſus Chriſt a- 
lone, whoſe kingdome is not of this world. Gen. 40. 1. 
& 45. 8. 1 Sam, 10. 16.4nd 20. 17.1 Kine, I, 11, Pſal. 149 
#. Dan. 3,2. At, 25.26.44 26.25 Rom. 13.1. I Cov. 1.26 
and 2. 8. Tit. 3.1. 1 Pet. 2. 5.13.14. ReV.17, 14. 41d 19. 
IG. compared With the Scriptures here cited before. And more- 

_ over, whoſoever is a ſptrituall Lord, he may require ſpi- 
rituall honour to be yeelded vnto him , and hath the 
Spirit of Gad to give vnto his people, and through him- 
ſelf by it can ſandifie them and their ations and ſervice 
of his Name, &c. Which things who is there that can 
requireand effeR,but onely the Lord himſelf? And who 
then can be a ſpirituall Lord, but he alone? Soas here-, 
_ byalſoitappeareth, thatall other which take vpon them, 
tobefpirituall Lords, are indeed very Antichriſts., | F 
The Aſuwption is proved by the Lawes and a” oh 


\ 


"= feninff hearing the Minift, of Enel.” 2T 
of the Land, whoſe words be theſe, Be it enatFed by the 
Kings mo#t excellent Maieſtie, the Lords Spirituall and Tem:0+ 
yall, and the commons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled: For 
by the Loras p11 ieuall is meant heze the Prelates, Andto 
' the ſameenditis ro be obſerved, that in their Canons 
and practiſe they take vpon them, as ifthey were ſpiritu- 
all Lords, not onely to preſcribe their own'ordinances 
to the Church for the worſhip of God, but alſo to bynd 
the ſpirit and conſcience to the acknowledgment and ap- 
probation thereof; and yet further in their ordination of. 
Prieſts even to give the holy Ghoſt, fayingto the Prieſts 
when they ordeyne them Recezve tbe holy Ghoſt ,, &r6. as 
if it were in their power to give the Spirit of God to. 
whom they would , orthat they were authorized here- 
vnto by Ieſus Chriſt , who onely is the ſpirituall Lord _- 


of his Church.and giveth his ſpirit according'to:his own ** 


will, to whom and as it plcaſethhim.- + 1oh, 1:14. 16.) 40d 
15.26.07 20.22. 1 C0).,12. 4» $+0:7» Fphe. 4+7-1 leh. 2.29, 27» 


The Aſſumption aforeſaid is proved ſecondly thus: 
2. The offices and government of ſuch: Biſhops as are 
over Dioceſan and Provinciall Churches,: and exerciſe: 


| ecclefiaſticall juriſdiction over allthe Miniſters and peo» 


ple therein, are ſpeciall parts of Antichriſts apoſtafie: 

| But thePrelates of the Church of Engl. havethe offt- 
ces and government of ſuch Biſhops as areoverDioceſan 

and Provinciall Churches, and exerciſe ecclefiaſticall jus. 

riſdiction over all the Miniſters and people therein: 

| Therfore the Prelates of the Church of Engl. have 

| ſuch offices and government, as be ſpeciall parts of Anti- 

clriſts apoſtaſie. © 7 2 aw 


The Propoſition is evident, inaſmuch asthe offices & 
'. "1-4  govelts. 


; . 


. 


government of ſuch Biſhops, and ſubjeRion of ſuch Mk 
niſters and Churches,are onely to be found in Antichriſty 
apoſtaſte, and were never appointed by Chriſt or his A. þ 
poltles. For now in thetyme of the Goſpell, Chriſt hath | 
T42.7.15- ſertno other forme of viſible Churches to which he hath | 
wks. ;.*.; given offices of Miniſtery , but onely particular congre- | 
5. & 11.22. gations, ſuch as may come together in one, and joyntly | 


'-nd11-22. perform all publick dutyes.layd vpon them by the word I 
95:@ *::7) of God. As may appeareby the conſtitution of! allthe | 
73.1.2. @. Churches planted by the Apoſtles, and written unto by | 
| 74.43-& 16 themin ſo many ſeverall epiſtles: alſo by the Churches 
 7:7\*. 4-.to whom Chriſt wrote by Iohn inthe Revelation, Rev. 
the epiftler ro 1,11. With 2, and 3. chap, Other formes of Churches 
rhe Rom.Cor, therefore no men have power to inſtitute. And when & F 
p41 ct... Where they arcereted, what other can they be but An. 
The; &#.” tichriſtian? 
And as for the examples of Timorhee,Tiim,and thelike, 
vſually alleged for defence of the Prelates authority and } 
juriſdiQion, they will nothing help them. For theſe were 
Evangeliſts,which the Prelates are not : as we have ſhews- 
edin the *former Reaſon. And the particular Churches 
havein themſelves ech of them full intereſt and powet 
from Chriſt to enjay and practiſe all his ordinances, for 
Miniſtery, worſhip, government,and whatſoever he hath 
- given his Church to be obſerved therein to the end of the 
world. Mar. 18. 17--20.494 24, 20.Wvith AF, 6.36. & 1h 
83-20. 17. 28. Rows. 12. 4--2. 1 Cor. 3.21, 22. 23. 49d 4s 
17-& 5+ 4+ II. 12. 4/4 It. 2.23. 24. 25. 26, & 12. 27. 
I 4 33-36. & 16. I. 1Tim, Zo IJ. 434 6, T3, I 4. Rev, | 1 
| Rn With 2, & J» chap. | ff 
G __ . And wheras the extraordinary offices of Apoſtles 
Ex:#{e: of he Prophets , and Evangeliſts, are ceaſed; yer *their fruit re- 
<peie. g's. mayucth ill; and we have the bencfit of it far _ di- 
| | | EN ceqlon 
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redion by their writings, which the Churches then had 
by their bodily preſence. To which end may be obſer--z,;1,.x. 

| vedallo, how Tſome of the epiſtles are written in the Ce. -. -- | 
| Name of Paul,& Timothee (an Apofle,and an Evancelitt), **iem-ver.re 


CAgaintt bearing the Miniftery of Engl, = 23 


| py Coy. 1. 


and 'fome of them in the Name of Paul, Silvanus, and 17 7hef. 1.5. 


| Timothee ("a Apoſtle, * 4 Prophet, and ant Evangeliſt): & * T%eſ1-8 
which three alſo are 09 
| ching of one and the a 


ned togither for the conſtant tea- *: Cer. s..s- 


with Sulas, aff 


| mandements given by them ſhould be obſerved of all "7" 
| Churches, both of the Miniſters and other members w.me, che 
| thereof according to their places,to the end of the world. z 


lacing of the, - 
7 biftes 
(K7,12.3--8.6 15.4. 1 Cor. 4.6.17. 11.23--20. 14.37 Gal, 20K. I 


| 2.8.9, and 6.16. 17. Fphe. 3 chap. and 4.11.12.13. Col 1.32. 40. and 
| 23--29.4nd 2.1.2. & 4.16.17. 2 Theſ, 2.15. 1 Tim, 3.14. 16.19.004 


17, 4 10.140 


15. 4nd5.21.4946. 3 5.13.14. 41d 2Tim.2.2.400 3.1.15.16. 7 0 


| 17.and 4.5.6. Titus Epiſt, Heb, 2. 1---4. 4nd 3.1---6. 4nd13.8, 


1Per.5. 12, 2Pet.1.12--21. 49d 2, 1.414 3.1.2. 3-15. 16.12 Tins 


| 17.2.1, 12.13.14. 41d 4.1--6, Inde, er. 3.17.18. 19. 
| 20.21, Rev. 1.3. 47d 2. 3. chap. and 22. 18. 19. 20.) 
| So as now there can be no necd or lawfull vie of any Db 
| oceſan, Provinciall, Nationall, or Vniverfall Biſhops. 


And for any reaſon or proof that the Prelates or any 


| forthem have brought or can bring from the Scripture 
| fortheir Prelacy, it will aſwell follow that as they have 
| now their Biſhops over Dioceſes, and Archbiſhops over 


Provinces;ſo ifthe King would, he might have a Primate. 


or Archprelate over all his Dominions; and if there were 
| 2Monarch over Europe, he might have a Patriarch 
| over all the Prelates therein; and fo an Emperour over 
þ fie world /if there were any) might alſo have an Occu- 
menicall ox V niverſall Biſhop and Pope over all the reſt. 


And 


me truth in Chriſt, 2 Coy. 1, 19, 1799.37 = 
| And withall, that the Apoſtles did then ſo write and +5;tvauu: bo 
| mind, as purpoſely intending the inſtrutions and com- yg theſame 


"24 | The ſecond Reaſon - 
+ And Timothees example would aſwel warrant thefe, w | 
it will the other : feing there was not any Church inthe; 
world, whither his office and the dutyes therof might 
not extend,as his calling and employment was.Of whom} 
the Scripture ſheweth, that he was, and did the dutyes | 
of his office, ſometimes in one part of the world,8 ſome-' 
. tymes in another, ſometymes in 4, and ſometymes in 
Ewrope : as may be ſeen by the countreyes where he was | 
at ſundry tymes : As in Aſia, being in divers countreyes: 
and parts thereof, in Phrygia, Galatia, My/ia, Ionia, &i, | 
And in Europe likewiſe, in Macedonia, Achaia,lralie, ore,” 
And in theſe countreyes and nations, ſometymes in one | 
"city and with one church, and ſometymes with another, 
as namely.at Theſalonics, at -Ahens,at Corinth, at Fpheſar,at 
Rome, at Philips, cc. Allo ſometymes being with the 
Apoſtle Paul where he was himſelf, ſometymes lett be, 
hind him when he went other whither, ſometymes ſent” F 
- fortocome vnto him to ſuch place.as he appointed,ſom- 
tymes ſent away from him to other places where he 
would employ him, &c. And this, ſometymes to bring 
the Churches intoaſetled order according to the Apoz 
ſtles dire&ion , ſometymes to ſtabliſh and comfort them | 
being already in ſuch eſtate, ſometymes to know theit 
ſtate, and to put them in remembrance of the Apoſtles 
wayes, ſometymes tolook that-none taught otherwiſe, 
but that the dorine and order delivered by the Apoſtles 
were reteyned among them, &c, By all which appea* | 
xeth, both what the office and employment of an Evan- | 
geliſt was, and that Timothee was not a Biſhop in ordind-' | 
ry office, perteyning to any one certayne place 8 peo- 
ple, but an Evangeliſt in extraoadinary funRion, em» 
ployed ſometymes in one countrey & part of the world, I 
_ -and ſometymes in another, ſometimes with one C ie a 
| mal 


| 8. 12. Philem. ver 24. 


Aeainf bearing the Minit. of not ag 
and people, and ſometymes with another, according - 
as he had direRion 8 appointment by the Apoſtle Paul, 
whoſe companion and aſſiſtant he was. For all which, 


ſee thele Scriptures, AF. 16. chap. and 17. 14. 15. and 18. 
| $.4Þd 19, 22. 41d 20. 4. Rom. 16, 21, I Cor. 4.17, and 


18. 10. 11. 2 Cor. 1.19. Phil, 1.1. and2. 19. 22.23. 1Theſ. 


| 3-1-2 6, With both the 7 res Wrizren by Paul unto Timothee, 


-The like may be obſerved concerning Titw,who was 
ſometymes with the Apoſtle Paul himfelf, ſometymes 
Icft behind him when he departed other whither, ſome- 
rymcs called vnto him, ſometymes ſent away from him, 


_ Oc. beingthus ſometymes in Zwrope, ſomerymes in*4/ia: 


And in Europe bing alſo at divers places, as at Corimeb 
i Achata ; at Rome in ltalie; in Creta, Dalmatia, &c.: And 
in Afia likewiſe, at lernſalem in Indea, at Nicopolus in Arme- 
wia, &c., As appeareth by theſe Scriptures, 2 Cor. 8. 
23.24. 4nd 12.18, Gal. 2. 1. 2 Tim. 4.10. Tit. 1.4. 5. 
3-12. Wh the Whole Epiftle ro Titre, Andthelike may be 
ſeen alſo in Marcus, Ariſtarchw,Tychicns,@ others, whole ex- 
amples they might afwel alledge as thoſe of Timothee & 
Titus. 4.12.2 5.4nd 13.5.4nd 15.37.39-41d 20. 4.5.414 27, 
2. Fphe,6. 21. 22. Col, 4.7. 8. 10. 11. 2 739), 4+ 11s 12. Tits 


But by ſuchallegations they letall men know hownear 
theyare driven, that can fynd no warrant in the Scrip- 
ture for Dioceſan and Provinciall Biſhops, and therefore. 


 areglad to lay hold on the Evangelifts office in 75morhee 


and 7445: from which notwithſtanding they and their 
Churches and Miniſters are as farr as cloudy darknes Is . 
from the cleare light of the Sun. For the finker declae 

ration whereof, beſides that which hath ben fayd here 
before and in other Treatiſes written of this argument, I 


| will by way of queſtion propound ſome things to be cons 


Dp . Htidacd 


26 - -» Theſccond Reaſon, | Ws 
fdered by ſuch as are of judgement, which as they ſha 


> Wc 
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be found may give more light totheſe and other poynts 
caſed in queſtion. The things are theſe. ky 


. 


fometymes 


_ 1 Whether theordinance of Chriſt be not ſuch, ag 
therein they which bein the greater offices, have(belidey 
their owne pecaliar funtion wherevnto they ought toat- 
tend) power and authority both themſelves to performg 
the dutyes of any the inferiour offices, when there is juſt 
and needfull occaſion, and to look that they bepertfor: 
med byall fuchas they are ſpecially layd vpon, tor the 
better ſervice of the Lord and his church therein. _ 
_ * 2. Whether on the contrary, the apoſtaſte of Anti 
chriſt'be'not ſuch (touching the Miniſtery and govern= 
ment of the Church) as. therein they which be in the 
leſſer offices have power and authority among them to 
exceed the dutyes of the office which Chriſt hath appoin-. 
ted,& to performethe dutyes apperteyning to the higher 
offices: by meanes whereof both Antichriſt hath riſeg 
yp to ſo great a height, and ſomany orders and degrees 
of ſuperior and inferior Miniſters haye bene received and 
ſtill are reteyned in {that degenerate eſtate and apoſtalic 
of the man offinne , as is come to paſle. i 


- © Andtouching the firſt, becauſe the offices ſer by Chriſt 
$x2.22.;3, In his Church be of two forts, ſome extraordinary and 
x9. 2o.Epke, for a tymeand ſpeciall vie , ſome ordinary and prrpetual: | 
#1117}, Whether it betrue in both, orin the firſt, and in them & 
© lone. As for example, That the Apo#les, who werein: 
142.59. 25: the greateſt office ordeyned by Chriſt vader the Golpel, | 
2 Th, {had (beſides the peculiar office of Apoſtleſhip) the pow- | 
 4—#.r Tim. er alſo andauthority ofthe other Offices of 'Prophets,. þ 
$4 e443. | #2dh-&.& 3,0b4þ.1 6b,2, 16, laude, ver 17 the hs hs — z 


— 


-to ſee the performed by others as is aforeſayd;For which, 


# the Paforstherefore(belides their own peculiar fundion) x.s. 
' "have in themthe power and authority of the other ordi- , 


Re, 4. 11.12, 1.7999, 3, 1-—15. and 5,17. 22, With6, 13-147 


' ſpeciall funRis) haven the the power & authority of the 
Deacons office, for the doing and overſcing thereof ag 
before is ſpoken, Ad.11 , 29. 30. 41d 20.17,28. 1 Theſ. 
$.12. 13.14. 1 T59.3.1--1 5. 474 5. 17=22. With 6: 13.14. 
Heb. 13. 17 1 Pet. $142» 3+ 4+. A | 


Heainff hearing the Minif?. of E 
*Evangeliſts, * Paſtors, t Teachers, 'E] 


L. = 
Tal x 6 &" Deacons, "MF. 1.14. 
both to performe thern vpon juſt occaſion themſelves, & 25& 14-7- 
& 15. 3.g6 
confider the Scriptures here quoted in the Margent.* Zo. Rew.r, 
And likewiſe, that the Prophers-( befides' their owne 719-15 
ſpecial office) had in them the power & authority of the +74.27. 16 


other inferiour offices of Evangeliſts, Paſtors, Teachers, 4#-2-45-42+ | 
&C. 407, 15. 32, 40. 41,474 17.15. 4nd 18. 5. 2. Cor, 1.19. 4 1ghqge 


Ephec 3. 5.0. @ 4+ 11s 12: ; 5 

And in like fort , that *he Evangeli#s ( beſides their Lo nn 
owne peculiar fun&tion ) had in them the power and au- 2 Tww.:.,c. 
thority of the other ſmaller offices of Paſtors, Teachers, ,, ,. _ 
Elders, &c. A.8. 35. 38. With a1. 8. 1Cor.16.10. 2 C0r.1. 28.6.5. 6. 
19.0 $,6.16.17.23.1 Theſ.3. 2. With the Fpiit.to Tim, Tit, @ 156.14. 


And, it being fo in the ordinary offices likewiſe, that 7 7% 5" 


with 2 Tim, 


| AT. $84. 
nary. offices of the Teachers, Elders, and Deacens, for ;;. «+ 3 


performance and overſight as is aforeſaid. AG. 20.28. E- 4. & 11.29. 


8,1 Cord. 


$+ 4: Gal, 2 


| Hb,13.7,17.1 Pet. 5: 1,243: 4, Ink. 12, 42. REV. Io 20. jo, 
7 WHH 2. I, 8. I 2s 18, & 3. I. 7. I4. | | 


Likewiſe that the Teachers haye in them (beſides their 


owne ſpeciall office) the power andamhority of the ru- 
ling Elders and Deacons, A#. 20. 28. 1 Cor. 3.8. 9. 10, & 
12. 8,12. 29, Fphe 4+ 11-12. 179m, 3, 1---15, 41d 5. 17. With 
2Tim, 2. 2. Tit, 1. j—9- Heb, 13. 7.17. Fe 


* Andin like maner, that che Z1ders (beſides their owne 


DS: : Finally 


be 


xf. 41d 3.1.7. 14. AG, 20. 283. Fphe. 4. x1. 12.13. Phil. tte. 
x Per. 5. x. 2.3. 4+ And that the ruling Elders or Preſby- 
ters (newcalledPrrafiaggdid the Miniſteriall dutyes of the. 
Paſtors and Teachers in the particular Congregations:. 
Contrary to Rom. 12.7, $.1x Cor. 12.24, 1 Tim. 5.17. And 
that the Deacons alſo baptized,and were Miniſters of the. 
ward; which the Apoſtles did purpoſely oppoſe to the. 
dutyes of that office at the inſtitution thereof. AZ.6.2. 3, 
# Soas of theſe things itmay be ſayd, as Chriſt did in 
another caſe, From the beginning it Was not 6. Mute 19.4. | 
___ Andherevponiintyme many ſortsand degrees of infe--' | 
rior ſervile Miniſters and ſuperior Lotdly Prelates grew | 
| | "Pp 


OO eAziinf! hewimethe OVhiift.offr). 
op & encreaſcd in that defeRion of the Man of firne,ull 


'} Antichriſt at the length was exaltedin his throne. From - 


which now agayne the Lord hath begunne to bring him 
downe , diſcovering and conſuming that myſtery of ini- 
quity by the light and power of his Goſpell: and will not 
ccaſe, til! the ſame be fully aboliſhed & caſt into the bot= 
tomles pit, from whence it firſt aroſe, 2 The. 2. 34+ 7+ 8. 
g. 10.11. 12. and 1 10h. 2. 18. 19. With Rev. 6. 12. 13. 14.4nd 
8, and g. and 13.and 14. and 16.and 17. and 18. and 19. thap.. 
And hitherto of the Propoſition of the laſt Syllogiſme. . 


The Aſſumption thereof (namely, rhas the Prelates of vhe 
Church of Engel. have the offices —_—— of ſuch Biſhops 


65 are over Dioceſan and Provincaall Churches, and exerciſe ece 


_- 


i fufluall inrifdietion over all the Minifters and prople therein) 18 


| of Antichriſt. Of which, as alſo of o 


evident by their Church-confſtitution, Lawes, and prac» 
tiſe, And themſelves neyther will nor can deny it. 


3. The other Aſſumption aforeſaid (wiz, tha the Pres 
lates of the Charch of Enel, have fuch offices and government, #s. 
be peciall parts of Amtichriſts apoſtaſie ) is proved thirdly by 
this, that the offices and government of the Prelates of 
' # the Church of Engl. do not in their nature and proper, 
| vie perteyne toany ſociety body and eſtate, eyther civill _ 
- | or ecclefiaſticall , but onely to rs and kingdome 

of other-reafons pros 
_ Ving the point in hand , more ſhalbe ſpoken hereafter im 


- | the feverall Arguments following concerning this mat= 


| ter, And thus much concerning the Propoſitionof 


+ | is Argument. 


The Affamption of the Argument ( namely, hes 
| Phe preſent HMinilery of the Church-aſſemblies of England is 
| te AMinifteric of Deacou and Priefts ordeywed by the Prelates 
EF 1.3 thereunth 


* ber 4 Oy * +4 | - | 
wo > i S. The 2. Reaſon. SS : 


.  00F ) is vndeniably confirmed by the conftitution;\. 
Canons,and obſervation of that Church. And to the 
endthat this poynt may the better be conſidered, & be-; 

_cauſeit giveth great light and proof tothe whole contro... 
_ \yerfie- concerning the Antichriſtianity of their eſtate; [ 
_ wil here notea few ſpecial things, which (among many 


- otherapperteyning to their office & calling ) may to this 
_ Purpoſe be obſerved; 4 HS 


* , Firſt for their Deacom , they.are at their entrance into\. | 
that office preſented to the Prelate by an Archdeacon of F 
his deputy, ſaying, Reverend father in God, Tpreſent wnto you + 
. theſe perſom preſent, t# br admitted Deacons, y 

'**2, * :Then the Biſhop commendjng them to the pray- 
ers of the Congregation, with the Clerks & people pre- 
ſent; is to fay or ſing the Letanie and Suffrages, with the 
_ communion of the day, anda number of (tinted prayers - 
& Collect, borrowed from the Papiſts, 

_ **'1$. © Theypromiſe that they wil reverently obey their 

Ordinary, & other chief Miniſters of the Church, zhat 6, 
the Lord Biſhop of the Dioces, the Archbiſhop, Arch- 
deacon, Chancelor, Commiſſarie, & the relt of that ſort, 


whoſe officesarc Antichriſtian, * | | 
"4. Aft this promiſe made, they are then ordeyned | 
' Deaconsby the Lord Biſhop or his Suffragane,, laying his 
hands vpon their head, and ſaying , Take thou authority 
_ tb execute rhe off ice of a Deacon in the Church of God committed _ 
vnorhee : in the name of the Father , the foune , and the bwly 
s. Andthenthe Biſhop delivereth to every one of 
them thenew Teſtament,ſaying, Take thou authority to read | 
ghe Goſpel in the Church of Goa, and to preach the fame, if thou | 
be therevnte ordinarily communnded. . n 


6. Then 


| 


||. the Goſpel of that day: An 


6. Then one of wy ra bythe Br TO. 
nd they al are injoyned'to re+ . | 

ccive the communion with the Biſhop,” 0” © 
7. Alfo among the works and duties of their office, 

they are appoynted to read Homilies and divine ſervice, 

to inſtruct the youth in the Catechiſme; to Baptiſe ,and 

to preach , if they be admitted thereto by the Biſhop. 

Whereas it cannot be ſhewed that the Apoſtles ever layd 

theſe dutyes vpon the Deacons, but ſuch as are *plainely.*4#.6. 2-5. 


Again? heiring the ' Mini. of Eng, 


oppoſed to the miniſterie of the word and prayer, namely, + ©991% 


the charge of the poor and Church treaſure, for the ga- 

thering and diſtribution of the Churches benevolence. 
Wherevpon fame of themſelves ſeeking reformation 

have publiſhed heretofore, that * zheir Deaconship & a mere +Defence of 


bumane infitution, a degree to the Priefthood, and _—_ like E-cief. Diſcy 


A = -* £ 


the ordinance of God, that t though the name of Deacons be Te-7 51mon. to 
mayning among them, yet the off ice 6 fowly perverted & turned Pariiam. firk 


treatiſe. 
x 


ep/ide downe; and that " it & manife#ly contrarie to the Word Della of 


of God, The example of Philip , who was one of the g,iy awww 


ſeven Deacons, & preached & baptized (which by ſome p-4.-97. 
is alledged for approbation of their praQtife )wil not help 
them. Forhe was ina true and lawfull office, not in 
an Antichriſtian; he had a lawful calling by the Church, 
, notan vnlawful entrance by Prelates, as theſe have;whe 

 & where he was Deacs, the Apoſtles miniftred the word 
and baptized, neither was he then ordeyned to the ad- 
miniſtration thereof, but attended to the tables of the 
poo and afterwards when ke preached aud baptized, 

e did the work and office of an Evangeliſt, by which 
name the Scripture expreſly calleth him. A. 6. 2-6. / 
& 2.14.40. 41.43. © 21. $. With $. 5,6,7.12326,29. &C- 


Next, for the Prie7s,firſt they muſt. be Deacons, that is 
os et 
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2 by the Prelates in the office and after the maner afore;. 
_ © 2. Thenhaving continued in that office the ſpace of z 
| yeare ( exceptit ſeem otherwile-good tothe Ordinary) 

they are agayne preſented to the Biſhop or his Suffra- 
gane, by an Archdeacon or his deputy, ſaying, Reverend 
' father in God, Tpreſent theſe perſons preſent to be jy dat 70 the 
Order of Pricfthoed þ FD 
3, Afterward there followeth the Letany, and ſome 
Colleasand ſtinted prayers taken out of the Popes pons 
tificall: with an exhortation, an Epiſtle and Golpell, 
wherein they abuſe and pervert the Scripture. 
. 4+ Then the Prelate aſketh chem, Do you think in your hart 
#hat you be truly called according to the Woilof our Lord leſus Chriſt, 
nd the order of this Church of Enzland,te the Mini/tery of Prieſt« 
hd? And the partyes that are co be ordeyned, anſwer, | 
every one for himſclf, / :bintir. - 
_ $. At whichtyme allo they promiſe agayne, reverente 
ty to obey their Ordinary & other chicf Miniiters ofthe | 

Church, that is the Prelares and other Officers aforeſaid, . | 

6. So after a few queſtions made, and prayers read, 
they kneel downe vpon their knees at the Prelates fcet,& 
he with the Prieſts preſent lay hands ſeverally vpon the 


head of every one of them that receiveth orders , os 


[2 


e , 49d of the holy Ghoſt, Amen. | 
be. e Prelate delivereth to cach of them, - 
ny -<ookyy th 7 lp fa thou authority to preach the 
ſheks ng Word of God, and to miniſter the holy Sacraments in the congre» 
V0. gation, Where thou © (halt be [o appointed, # E 


=f - fir fubſeribe , That the book of Commonpy 
Biſhops , Prie#ts and Deacons , conteyneth in oats 
40 the Word of God, and that it may lanfully ſo be ſed, & thas 


je to beſilenced, ſuſpended, degraded, and deprived. 


_ preſcribed, yetar theynot ſo adminiſtredas hein his word. 


omit . Onely I will annex this one thing more, how by | 
It a conſtitution of their Church , (i That noperſon ſhall *Canm:of 


Safticall living, nor ſuffred to preach, except he be licenced by 


% 


feainſt hearing the Mini. of nel, wp | 
Thus are they made Pricſts: & when atany tymethes F 

enter into a benefice, they muſt beſides havethePreſen ; 
tation of the Patrone (who may be a Papiſt or Familiſt, - 
&c.)8& the inſtitution of the Prelate, whois an Antichriſt, 
to whome now alſo they ſweare' to. yeeld Canonicall o- 
bedience; & by whom otherwiſe they ſtand alway ſub- 


And for the works of their calling, ſome are ſuch as 
Chriſt hath not preſcribed to his Miniſters in his Teſta- 
ment (ſuch as be their ſolemnization of mariage, burialt 
of the dead, churching of women,reading of homilies,: 
& ſtinted prayers,&c. ) & ſome being-ſuch as Chrift hath 


hath ordeyned, but according as is appointed in their 
book of Common prayer , & in their Canons, InjunQi- 
ons, Advertiſements, &c. according to which they are 
bound to pray,and to adminiſter the word, Sacraments, 
and cenſures, among them. 6 

Other particulars, many and ſtraunge, vied in the en- 
trance and performance of their Office of Prieſthood, I 


their Canons they have now provided further and made 


be received into the Mipiſtery ,_ nor admitted 10 any Ficle- 49m 1603. » 
Can, z6, 


the Archbiſhop or Biſhop of the Diaces, rc, and except he ſhall 
prayer, ard of ordering 
in # nothing contrarie 


Z 


he himſelf vill oſe the forme 1n the ſayd Book preſert bed in pub- 
lick prayer, and adminiitration of the Sacraments, & none other. 
Alſo, That he alloweth the book of Articles of Religiow agreed 
wpon by che Archbiſhops and Biſ: 5" of both Provinces , and = 

; WuUole 
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Whole Clergie in the convocation holden at. London in the year,” 
1.562. 4nd that be acknowledgeth all && every the Articles theres” 
 #n conteyned,to be agreeable ro the Word of God. In which Are" 
ticles although there be many truths, yet there are alſo 
errors not afew, to which they muſt ſubſcribe that they 
are agrecable to the word of God, and thatthey do thug 
ſubſcribe wWilhngly and ex animo. Wo 


- Laſtly, for their Biſhops & Archbi(bops, 1. there is with 
other things aforeſaid,attheir conſecrationallo to be read 
an EpifHle,Goſpell, and Credo. 2m 
2+ Afﬀterwhich ended, the eleted Biſhop muſt be 
preſented by two Biſhops, vnto the Archbiſhop of tha” 
Province, or to ſome other Biſhop appointed by his Co- | 
miſſion , the Biſhops that preſent him yg Moſt reve- 
rend Father in God, We preſent vnto you this god. 

ted man, to be conſecrated Biſhop. 


4 7 


h Me ot out 
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ly and veel lar. 


_ ©  3.Thenthe Archbiſhop demaunds the Kings mandate, 
for the conſecration . . And after a lawfull oth concer- 
ning the Kings ſupremacy, they muſt take an vnlawfull 
oath of obedicnceto the Archibtbo : which is thus, 
the name of God, Amen, I N, choſen Biſhop of the Charch and 
Ste of N. do profeſſe and promiſe all due reverence and obedient 

 #othe Archbiſhop andto the Metropoliticall Church of N. and tt 
.. » their ſucceſſours, ſo help me God, Eames Teſs Chrif, Which 
oath at the conſecration ofan Archbiſhop is omitted... 
_ . 4+ Afterward vponthe Archbiſhops demaund hean- 
fiverctha number of queſtions, * Ofhy perſvaſion that he . þ 
# traly called to this nrniſtr ation according #0 the Will of our Lord 
"Teſs Chriſt , andthe order of the Reatme, *Of the ſufficiency of | 
the" Siriptares, and hi determination With them to inſtruc? the | 
people comitted ro bis charge; *Of his ſtudy faithfulh to exerciſe | 
yy in the ſayd Scriptures; 4 Of by readynes vwth all 
Jaithfull diligence 10 baniſh and drive Oey all m_— = | 
os es » {ws pi. gag paaz- ga m_ 
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A gainft hearing the Miniſi, of Engl. 7s 
france dvitrine , contrary to Gods Word, © 5 Of bu cave to deny 

all vngodlynes and Worldly luſts, and to live foberly, righteouſy, 
and godly, in thu World. 6, Of his purpoſe ro maynteqne & (et 
' forward Akbar peace, and love among all men, i corret? 


' andpuniſh ſuch as be unquiet, diſobedient , and criminous Weith= 


in his djoces, according toſuch authority as he hath by Gods Word, 
and the ordinance of the Realme; TOt his careſulnes to ſhew hin 
ſelf gentle, and merciful forChriſts ſake to poore people, and ſtran« 


| gers, To all which they anſwer affirmatively,andwalk for 


the moſt part negatively : as their eſtate 8& practiſe ſhewe 
cth vnto all men,that will open their eyes to ſecit. 
Fs. Then muſt be ſungorſayd, Come holy Ghoſt, &. 
whoſe direction given in the Scriptures for the offices 8& 
ordinances appointed by Chriſt they rejeR, and follow 
the Papiſts and their owne deviſes, ſo making the com» 
mandement of God of no effe through their traditions. 
6, For the conſecration it ſelf, - the Archbiſhop and 


' Biſhops preſent, . muſt lay their hands vpon the head of 


the eleted Biſhop, the Archbiſhop ſaying : Take the holy 
Ghoſt , and remembes thas thou ſtirr wp the grace of God, Wh 
6i1 thee, by af Kya of hands: for God hath. not erven ws the 
ſpirit of feare , but of power and love, and ſobernes, Where 
note agaynetheir vayn preſumption & impiety in taking 
vpon them to give the holy Ghoſt , having no power fro 
the Lord therevnto . YetI ſuppoſe this conſecrated Bi- 
ſhop takes aſmuchas the Archbiſhop gives, & the Arch- 
biſhop gives aſmuch as the Biſhop takes: which of what 
quantity and quality it.is, let their eſtate and works be 


witnefles . 

7. Then the Archbiſhop delivereth him the Bible,fay- 
Ing: Give heed unto reading, exhortation, and areirine: 
Think wpep the things conteyned in this book : Be diligent in 
feachivg apd doing them , &c. Be to the fick of Chri# a Shep- 
WS 2 E- 3 beard, 


36 The 2. Reafpn 


in their praiſe is as contrary,as their office is degenerate 
from the ordinance of Chriſt, 


 Andthus is their fourme of conſecrating Biſhops and - 
Archbiſhops. Wherein I omitto note in particular their  ' 


. great abuſe and profanation of the Name and word of 
God, inthe Scriptures and prayers then vſed, from the 


heard, not a Wolf, feed chem , devour them not , &rc. Where: 


L 


deginning to the end of that their conſecration. Neyther 


will I ſtand to ſpeak of their adminiſtration. and govern- 


ment: nor of their other degrees & funions of Deayes, 
Prebendartes, Chauncellors, Archdeacons, Commi(ſſaries, Off iti 
«/,and the reſt of that ſort. among them: ſeing thereare 
ſo many vnanſ{werable treatiſes already publiſhed of this 
Argument, concerning the Aatichriſtianity and vnlaw- 
fulnes of their Offices, callings, works,and maintenance. 
Yet before end this poynt ,I wil here ſet downe two 

of their ownelate Canons, and ſome of the ſayings and 

_ teſtimonyes both of the Martyrs of old, and of the ſee- 
. kers of Reformation in this latter age: that ſo their oppo- 


_ firionagainſt thetruth and amongſt themſelves may by” 


this meanes yet further appeare. I" 
* ""JEORES Their Canons are theſe, 1. * Whuſoever ſhall 
| ammo. 1603, Afferme, that the government of the Church of England, wUnacr 
 " Camp, © bis Maieſty by tArchbiſhops, Biſhops, Deanes, CArchdeacons, 
[4 and the reit that bear office in the fame , is Antichriſizan or re- 


puznant 70 the Word of Gad: let him be excommunicated iplo 


0 facto, and ſocontinue wntill he repent and publikly revoke ſuch | 
Vlbid.Can. #8. his Wicked errors, 2, And, * Whoever hall afe. 


firme or teach, That the fourme and maner of making and con ſe 
crating Biſhops , Prieſts, or Deacons, comeqneth any thing in it, 
 ghat 3s repuonant to the Word of God, or that they Wobo are made 
Biſhops, Prieſts, or Deacons in that forme are not lawfully made, 
+. B8r owt io be acconmitedenther by themſelves or by others, to _ 
WH | . " | F Y oy. 


} 


gruly enther Bi) hops, Priefts, or Deacons, wntill they have 


ih 


Againſt hearing the Mini . of Fnel. 


fome other calling to thoſe divine Off ices: let him be excommu- 
nicated iplo facto , not to be reſtored wntil he repent and 
publikly revoke ſuch his Wicked errors, Theſe are their 
Canons, among many other the like, by which all may 
ſee howearneſtly they ſet themſelves to hold vp the fal- 
ling apoſtaſie of the man of ſinne , as other before tyme 
have laboured to healethe deadly wound of the beaſt, 
2 Theſ. 2, 3--12, With Reve, 13. 11. 12. Oc. 

The teſtimonies of the Hartyrs to the contra 
{ which here I will mention ) are theſe , being of ſuc 
alſo as were of our owne countrey. John Claydon 
(burnt in Smithfeild at London, in the yeare, 1415. ) 
held t rhar Archbiſ hops and Biſ hops , ſpeaking indifferently, t4#. & 
are the ſeats of the beait Antichriſt, When he ſitteth in them 
and reieneth above other people in the dark caves of errors & 


herejies . Sir Iohn Oldcaſtle , Lord Cobham (put 


$.p4g.48. 


to death about the yeare, 1417. ) witneſſed, ' that the 0154: pay, 


Biſhops , Prieſts , Prelates, and Monks, are the body of that 7” ” 

great Antichriſt, And, that the poſſeſions and Lordl, a'y 

of the Clergy, are the venime of Iudas ſhed into the Church. 
William Tindall (burnt by Filford Caftell,in Braband) *Tideb 0- 
and Iohn Frith (burnt at London, in Smithfeild) pub- _ jrinwe 
liſhed , * that Archbiſhops, Lordbishops, Archdeacons, Deaves, pradife of F 
Officiale, Parſons, Vicars, and the reſt of that ſort, are the Prelates. 
diſciples of Amichriſt, yea very Amtichriſts themſelves, And = ” Th 
lohn Bale (an exile for the teſtimony of Ieſus) fwrote,” ,vrebeſis be 
that the names of blaſphemie Written vpon the Beaits bead(Rev. tween Chriit 
 13.and 17.)are none other then the proud glittering titles, where- and the Popes 
With they garniſh their uſurped authority , to make is pem glori- #1= his t- | 
01 10 the World, having Within them comeyned the myſterie of 7:8* of both 
mniquitie, What other els ( ſayth he ) « Pope, Cardinal, ,, p., ke 
UNerropolitant, Primate , Archbiſbep, Dioceſan, Archdeacon, aud r7. g. 


6 3 Officialt, 


Monum. Edits 


1 4 ddmon. to 
the Parliam. 


33 ' The ſerond Reaſon 


Officiall, Chantelour, Commiſſary, Prebend, Parſon, Vicar, and 


 ſohlike, but very names of blaſphemie? For offices they ave not 


appointed by the holy Gho## , nar yet once mentioned in the Scripe | 
Fes, . | 5M 
The ſayings of ſuch as of latter dayes have ſoughtre. 
formation, which herel will note downe are theſe: fthae 
the names and offices of Archbiſhops , Lordbiſhops , Chancelonrs, 


Archaeacons, Comiſſaries , Officials, Deanes, Parſons , Vicars, Pa- 


riſh prieſts, Stipendaries, &c.are drawen out of the Popes ſhop as. 
ont of the Troiane horſes belly for the deſtruttia of Goas kingdome, 
That cheir Pontificall, Whereby they conſecrate Biſhops, make 
Miniſters and Deacons, vu nothing els but 4 thins Word for | 
Word draWen out of the Popes naesAe"  Wherein he fheweth 

himſelf to be Antichriſt moſt kively;, That they enter not in by 

Chri#, but by a Popiſh and vnlawfull vocation; That When they = 
re made Miniſters , eyther they may tary in their Colledge and 
lead the lives of loyterine loſels, or els go abroad With the Bi- 
ſhops Bubs like to Circunccellions or Fryers topreach in other mens. 
charges Where they lift, or els get benefices by fend[bip or money, 
or if all thoſe fayle , they may yo up and downe like beggers, & 
fall ro many follyes, or els (as many have done) ſet wp bils at 
Powles or at the Royall exchange & ſuch like places, roſee if they 
can hear of ſome good Maſters to emterteyne them to ſerve a cire. 
Thus have they ſpoken and written heretofore, when 
they ſeemed to loath theſe tinking abbominations(as them- 
ſelves then called them) and when they did not bring 
balme to cure the ſore of Babe/,as now many of them do, 
though all in vayne: for ſhe cannot be healed, faith the 
Lord of hoſtes. er. 51. 8.9. And hitherto of the firſt 
Argument, proving thatthe preſent Miniſterie of the 


Church-aſſemblyes of England is the Miniſtery of Antt- 
chriſts apoſtalte , 6 - 
c 


Againſt bearing the MiniR, of Fug! [7 


The ſecond Argument. 


TY Miniſterie of the Prelacy profeſſing it ſelf to be Chrifts, and yet TT, 
ſtanding in ſuch eſtare as it doth not obey Ieſus Chriſt in. his owne 
ordinance of Miniſterie worſhip and government of the Church , as 
their Prophet Prieſt and King, that Miniſterie whatſoever it profeſle in * 
word, yetisin deed the Miniſterie of Antichriſts Apoſtaſie. 
But the preſent Minifterie of the Church-afſemblies of Engl. is the 
Miniſterie of the Prelacy profeffing it ſelf to be Chrifts, & yet _—_—y 
in ſuch eſtate as iedoth nor obey Ieſus Chriſt in his owne ordinance 0 
Miniſterie worſhip and government of the Church, as their Propher 
Prieſt and King. 
Therefore the preſent miniſterie of the Church aſſemblies of Engl. 
whatſoever it profeſſe in word, yet is in deed the Miniſterie of Antj- 
chriſts apoſtaſe, YL | © YÞg 


He truth of the Propoſition is manifeſt: becauſe 
thereis no other Miniſtery but Antichriſts that ſtan= 
deth in ſuch eſtate. And they are in deed of Antichriſt, 
that profeſſing the name of Chriſt, yet refuſe toobey him 
in his owne ordinance of Miniſtery worſhip and govern- 
ment of the Church, as their ProphetPrieſt and King. 
As may appeare by theſe Scriptures compared together, 
and others the like: Deur. 18.18.19. Pſal, N10. 1.2.34 
Mat. 15. 9, and 17. 5. and2$, 20. Ink.19.27,4nd 22. 25 —- : 
26, Rom. 12. 3-8, Ephe. 4. 8.11.12. 1719.6,13. 14.1Pl, = 
5. I--4. With 2 Theſ, 2.3. 4. 1 Tin. 4. 1. 2. 3« 110hy 2.14, 
I9. 22. 41d 4.3. and 2 Wh, tr.7, REV. 13. IT, 4110 14s 
9--12, & 22.18.19, #'; 


The truth of the Aſſumption is evident, by that 
which hath bene ſajdin the Reaſons *' here going be- jp, w, 
fore, And their conſtitution it ſelfſheweth it, in that 
they are ſo farr from obeying leſus Chriſt in his owneor- 


dinance of Miniſtery worſhip and government of the 
Church 
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Church, 2s they dozall of them receive execute orſtand 
ſubje&t vato the Miniſterie and government of another 
Archbiſhop and Lordbiſhop then Ieſus Chriſt, of an 


Archeacon, and of a Parſon Vicar or Stipendary, being 


Prieſt or Deacon, ſo ordeyned by the Prelates : As al- 


To in their adminiſtration,reading prayers out of a book, 


ſtinted and impoſed vpon them, and obſerving many o- 
ther inventions of men in the worſhip of God continual- 
ly vied among them: And likewiſe in their Church-ga- 
vernment, according to their Canons, Courts, excom- 
munications, degradations, & other like proceedings, by 


the Prelates and their Officers. Which were never ap- 


pointed by Chriſt, the Prophet Prieſt and King of the 
Church: as may be ſeen in his Teſtament, where they 
are notto be found. And this we have ſhewed hereto- 


fore more particularly in other Treatiſes already publi. 


thed:towhich I refer the Reader. Refwt. of Mr. Gif, The 
Apologie again the Oxf.Doi?. Treatiſe of Miniſt .of the Church 
Engl. P48, 238; 29. ZOo Foe . 


© Thethird Argument. 


He Miniſterie of Chriſtians which is oppoſed againſt and exalted 
+ 4 above the holy things, Miniſterie , and ordinances of Ieſus Chriſt, 
that is the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſie : | | 
Bur the preſent Miniſteric of the Church-afſemblies of Engl.is the 
Miniſterie of Chriſtians oppvſed againſt and exalted above the holy 
things Minifteric and ordinances of Ieſus Chriſt. | 
Therfore the pes Miniſterie ofthe Churck-afſemblies of Engl. 


8 the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoltaſfie, 


% 


The firſt partof the Argument is certaine, and ma- 
nifeſt by theſe Scriptures, 2 Theſ. 2. 3. 4+ With 170h.2. 
I, 9. OF 4oI:2:3e & Rev.g. F 13.0 14. & 17.0 IF, chap. 


The truth of che ſecond part of the Argument ap- 
pearcth 


Heainſt beaving the MiniF. of Engt 47 
peareth evidently : 1. In this, that a man may peace- 
ably adminiſter or receive their holy things, in their ma- 

ner, by vertue of their Deaconty or Pricſthood received 
from the Prelates; whichis the preſcnt Miniſterie of that 

Church, as hath bene ſhewed before. But if any 
do adminiſter or receive the holy things of God by the 
offices of Paſtors and Teachers, entred into and execu- 
tedaccording to the teſtament of Chriſt,they are for this 
cauſe evil intreated, reviled; and perſecuted vnto death, 

even by theſe who profeſſe themſelyes ro be Chriſti- 
ans. 2. Secondly, in that their Prelacy Prieſthood and 
 Deaconry, is the very meanes of thruſting away & kee= 

ping out of the Church, the Miniſtery and order which 
Chriſt hath appointed in his word. © 
' Whichſome of themſelves have heretofore acknow-. 
ledged and written, affirming that Lord Piſhops, Archaea |, 
cons, Commiſſaries , Officials , and the ref? , thruſt avray moſt ſa- - wy 4 oa 
 erilegiouſly the order Which Chriſt hath left in his Charch, x 
Which the Primitive Church hathwſed; That they rob the $,-men ow 
Church of lawfull Paſtors, wazchfull Elders, and carefull Deacons, Rem. 12. 
And, that by the lenethof their wnlawful ſwords they keep out 

the lawfull members of the body of Chrift , Which ts the Church, 
Neyther need we ſeck any further proof hereof, then 
that which is daily felt and ſeen, in their bloody oppo- 

ſition and proud exaltation above the holy things, ordi- 

nances, and ſervants of leſus Chriſt: Who being Lord 
over all, will bring their wayes vpon their owne heads, 
and when they have filled vp the meaſure of their iniqui- 
ty, will judgethem according to their works, = 


The fourth Argument. 


Tac Miniſterie which is ſuch as ia the nature and condition thers- 
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oft pereeyneth not ts any bedy and eſtate, eyther civill or eccleſiaſti- 
_ call, but onely to the body and kingdome of Antichriſt, that is the Mi» 
niſterie of Ancichrilts apoltaſie: - cali 
- - Butthe preſent Mininiſterie of the Church-aſſcmblies of Engl. is 
fuch asin the nature and condition thereof it perceyaeth not to any 
boy oreſtace, eyther civill or eccleſiaſticall, buc onely to the body 
and kingdome. of Antichriſt : | 4 
— Theretorethe preſent Miniſterie of the Church-afſmblies of Engl. 
3s the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſiaſte, WU OIEL 


The Propoſition none can deny. And for it, ſee 
2 Theſ. 2. chap. With Rev. 13. 11-—13, 4nd 14. 4nd 16, 
and 17. and 18, and rg. and 21. chap. 

The Aſſumption is cleare toall that will open their 
eyes to {ee the truch of it: in as much as their Prelacy, 
- Prieſthood , & Deaconry (the preſent Miniſtery of that 

| Church) is ſuch in the nature and condition thereof, as 
the civill eſtate of the Common-wealth may be per- 
fe& withoutthem : for they are ecele(taſticall funions; 
the Church of Chriſt may be compleer without them, 
_ and yethaveall the offices appointed by Chriſt there- 
. vato; andthe Turks and Pagans, neyther have them nor 

requirethem. Onely the body and kingdome of the 
Romiſh Antichriſt cannot be full and furniſhed in all the 
offices thereof without them. Which all men know to 
be true. From whichalſo an argument to the lame 
purpoſe may be framed in this ſort. 


4 


The fift Argument. - | 


bs es Minifterie which is ſuch as the boo of Antichriſt the man of 
| ſinne cannot Withoutir be compleetin all the members and Cano» - 
nicall funtions thereof, that is the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſie : 


- But the preſenc Miniſterie of the Church-afſemblies of Eng]. is ſuch, |} 


25 the body of Antichriſt the man of ftnne cannot without it be com- 
plect in all che members and Canonical tugttions ſhemper, Hy 


Aeain/t hearing the Minit, of Fnel. 47 
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.- Therefore the preſent Miniſterie of the Church- 
is the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſie , 

The Propoſition is cleare and certaine. _,, .  .- 
"The Aſſumption is proved by the Canons, Pontifi- 
call, and eſtate of the Romiſh Antichriſt the man of 
finne, and by the conſtitution of that body in the mem- 
bers and funQions thereof : As all muſt needs confeſle, 
that have any knowledge of the conditio of that Church 
and Officers perteyning therevnto . yo AP 


The fixt Argument. | 


He Miniſterie of Deacons Prieſts and Prelates , which accounts ie "VT ..} 


ſelf ro be Chriſts, and yer in deed is ſuch as the Kings and Rulers of 
the earth may and ought to ſuppreſſe and root out of their dominions, 
that is the Miviſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſie. ; 
© But the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblies of Engl. is the 

Miniſterie of Deacons Prieſts and Prelates, which accounts itle]frobe 

Chrilts, and yer in deed is ſuch as the King may and ought to ſuppreſſes 
and roote out of his Dominions . | 

Therefore it is the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſie » 


The Propoſition is proved, 1. Becauſe there is no o- 
- ther ſuch Miniſtery but Anticbriſts, which accounts 
it ſelf to be Chriſts , when in deed it is ſuch as the Ma- 
Eiſtrates ought to abandon and root out of their domint- 
ons. 2. Becauſe that which is in truththe Miniſtery of 
Chriſt , no Princes may refuſeor ſet againſt: Butin ſo do- 
ing they ſinne highly againſt the Lord, and provoke his 
judgements againſt themſelyes & their kingdomes. Kev. 
I7.I2. 13. 14: 16. 17, With Pſal. 2.10. IT 12, and Eſa,60. 10. 
II. 12, | 


- The Aſſumption hath two poynts to be conſidered: 
The one, that the Miniſtery of the Church of Eng]. Ky 
- the 
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Miniftery of Deacons Prieſts &PrelateSwhich accounts 
it ſelfro be Chriſts: which themſelves cannot nor will 
not deny . The other, that in deed itisſuchas the King 
_ __ may andoughtto ſuppreſfe and root our of his domini- 
reejeef ons. Which we have ſhewedalready both in fother 
2/7 Tremiſes, andiin the firſt Reaſonhere before. And the 
15.:;4 forward preachers among them have yeelded it, in their 
rant Fo = fuits to the Parliament to have it removed and taken a- 
197199, Way. 'AndifthePrelates and their conforming Prieſts 
_ The 4p-logie afficmethe contrary, they are impugners of the Kings 
Fez: 27-53» ſupremacy, and excommunicated pſo faffo, by their 
= 5 owne Canons : the words whereof be theſe, in the fe. 
"=... Ccondof their 'laſt Canons :Where firſt theTitle is thug, 
ys f Impugners of th: Kings ſuprematy cenſured, And then the Can6 
Can, 3. it felffolloweth thus : Whoſoever fhall affirme that the Kings 
Mateitie hath not the ſame authority in cauſes eccleſiaſtical that 
the godly Kings bad amone# the lewes and Chriſtian Emperors in: 
the Premattive Church,&*c. let him be excommunicated iplo facto, 
and not reſtored but onely by the Archbiſhop after bu repentince 

3d publick revocation febofs be Wicked errours, 
From which Canon, I reaſon thus: The godly 
_ - Kings amoneſt the Iewes had ſuch authority in cauſes. 
Ecclefiuſticall,as they might ſuppreſſe within their domi- 
nions any Minifſteries not ordeyned by the Lord, and 
therefore any falſe Miniſterics whatſoever,as Ioftah did. 
the Chemarims, the Prieſts of Baall, them that burnt incenſe to 
the hoſi of heaven ,&c. Therefore alſo, ſeing the preſent 
* 4: Ber bex Miniſtery ofthe Church of hy ba * is notthart which 
proved befire Chriſt ordeyned and gave to his Church, and conlſe- 
 #25.2.@% quently muſt needs be a falſe Miniſtery, the King of 
England having the fame authority in cauſes ecclcſ1aſti- 
call as thoſe Kings of tudah had, may and ought to fup- 
prefle and root out of his dominions this their Miniery 


Aeainſi hearing the Mins. of Enel, a If 
and Prelacy of Arcbbiſ hops, Lordbiſhops, Sufjragants , Priefls; 
Deacons , Subdeacons, Archdeacons, &c.” Like as King Hen- 
ry the eight did the Abbats, Monks , Nunnes, @c. 

. And: themfelves cannot deny, but eyther they myſt 
rove their Prelacy and inferiour Miniftery aforeſayd to 
Ge ordeyned by Chriſt in his Teſtament,and ſo to be the 
true Miniſterie given by Chrift to his Church, or els if 
they affirme that the King hath not anthotity toſuppreſle 
and take it away, they are by the ſentence of their owne 
Canons impugners of the Kings ſupremacy, and excommunicd- 
zcd iplo fatto , and not to be reſtored but after repemance and 
publik revocation of thoſe Wicked errors. ' And fo'commeth 
vpon them that which Chrifthath ſayd , ' Of thyme avid 
mouth Will I indge thee , 6 evillſervant: Une; 1978, 
' And wheras by the fame Canon,thepowerof raſtgting 
ſuch is commitred onely tozhe tin .with'the cons 
dition aforeſaid, it would beknowen, it the Archbiſhop 
. himſelf bein the ſame caſe; /whoſhall now reſtote lim 
and whether it can be done tohinvary morethen to the 
reſt, without h4 repentance and publick revocation of thoſe bis 
Wicked errours. Which if he and the reſt had [qo tO re» 
voke , theſequeſtions would ſoon beatan end. 
- Bur howſoever they deale; and the'Kingsof theeartl 
for a while mainteyne or ſoffer them,” 'certaſh©'ttis that 
the King of Kings(the Lord Telus Chriſt) wilt in his tme 
vtterly conſume and aboliſh that lawlefſt apoftaſie and 
myſtery of iniquity in all the power and tyrannicall viur- 
pation thereof. 2 Theſe 2. 3. 4.7.7. With Rev. 14--20.chape 
From whence we will take the next and laſt Argument, 
which now we will alledge. 
| 6 S. 
The feventh Argument. 
EF the preſene Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblies , - VEL 


of Exfland be ſuch , as it ſhalbe aboliſhed by 
K-4 | F 3 tho 


as 1 Tha fernd Redfin" "> 
the Lord, through the light and power of his Goſpell, according 2g 
that which iswricten, ; 2 Theſ.2.3. #. with ReS.14.6.7.4. and i8.4.5.29 
then it is the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſte: £4400 £ 

Bur the-preſent Miniſtery of the Church-aſſemblies of Eng], is ſuck 
a5 icthalbeaboliſh<d by the Lord; , chrough che light jand power of hig 
Golpell, according to that which is written, 2 Theſe 2, ;, 8. with Rey, 
14-6,75.9. andi#, 4.5.20. © | - 
-- Theteforeit is the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſie. 


The Propofition.is evident, as may appeare by the 


* # © 


Seciptures. mentioned in it. 


The Aſucaption alſo.is manifeſt, 8 may thus be ſhews 


t 2 The/; 2-z'&£d: 1, The Scripture teacheth, that ? the Lord will con. | 
Th vg £/4. ſumethe.man of ſinne with the breath of his mouth, in | 
WT » F, Rev. - " "> | «| |- 
. 24-6.7.8. the power of, his word; and therefore alſo his coun- 
terfeir offices, ordinances, and authority. Ofwhich ſore 
thepreſent Miniſtery of the Church-aſlemblies of Engl. 
being found to be, it will folly that theſe ſhall alſo with 
the reſt of that body be aboliſhed by Chriſt with the 
brightnesof his. coming, 8& with the breath of his mouth 
inthe power of his Goſpell. Otherwiſe the man of finne. 
thould-not. beconſumed away ,.as the Lord hath fayd he 
ſhalbe ;, and hath therefore called him zhe ſonne of perdirion 
or defiruftion, becaule he is appointed to he conſumed & 
aboliſhed: 2 Theſ. 2. ;, i,, And ſcing thatalthough inal! 
other. places. of the earth , all the offices, parts, powers, 
and ordinances of his kingdome and religion were abo- 
liſhed, yer.ſo long as the preſent offices and funions of 
the Prelacy Prieſthood and Deaconry,in the Archbiſhops, 
Archaeacons, Lordbiſhops, Deanes, Prebendaries, Parſons, Vicari, . ' 
and the reſt of that ſort, with their calings, Works, maintenance, 
aſſemblies , Courts , Canons, and proceeaimgs eccleſiatticall do 
continew in England; the Miniſtery power and authori- 
ty of the man of finne were not conſurned and aboliſhed, 
1 * / asthe Scripture hath foretold ſhall come to palle: jt ma 
TY F 31 Fs nee 
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needs be thar theſe alſo ſhall go into deftruion withthe 
reſt of that body , Fortrue and ftrong is he which hath 
ſaydit, and will performe it . Rev. 14. 1.2. 8.20.21, and 
19. 1. 2. With.2 Theſ. 2. 3. $51] Pon . | 

2. Agayne, ſcing the Scripture faith; that !for chu pur- 1 1 16h. g.3z 

poſe the Sonne of God hath appeared , that he might looſe the Works 
of the Dzvel : and the comming of the man offinne, in all 
his apoſtafie, is in another Scripture ſaid to be by the Wore 
ting of Sathan, 2 Theſ. 2.3. 8, 9. it tolloweth alſo: herevp- 
on, that Chriſt the ſonne of God will breakand-abolifh 
the Prelacy and lying Miniſtery of that lawleſſe one, to- 
gether with the reſt of his apoſtafie whereſoever. Which 
already we have ſeen to be. begungin thatthe Lord hath -» «.. +. 
now in this latter age of the world appeared\(according '' | 
to his promiſe )in the light of his Goſpel, and hath bes © 

| gunthereby to diffolve that work of Sathan,to caſt down 

| Babylon thatgreat city, ' to manifeſt -and conſume that 

; Mmanoffinne; to. removeand aboliſh the offices, :callinggy, 

works, and livings, belonging to that body and kingdom . * © 7 * 

of darknes: So as in divers countreyes at this day,the pos _.. :.. 
piſh Antichriſtian offices & callings are generally rejeted 

and abandoned : And in England, thePope, Catdinals, 

Priors, Abbots, Monks, Fryers, andNunnes, together -: --+ | 
with many of the popiſh herefjes; errors, 8 fuperſtitions '_ | | __ © 
are aboliſhed & caſt out of the land. This hath the Son 
of God, that * king of glory, by the ſhining brightnes LI 26.6 
and power of his Goſpel, already bronght to paſſe tn this * 
latter age: Neyther will he ceaſe or giveover this hisglo« 

rious work'; vntilt he hath evidently confumed the bo» 

dy of that man of finne, and diſcovered & diſſolved the 

work of Sathan in Antichriſts kingdome throughout the 

World. The Lord of hoſts bath determined it, \and Who ſhall 

diſanmll itt His hand « Hretched ont, and Wha ſhall turne wor" 


: 
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ſe. 1427. With 2 Theſ. 2.84.9. Rev. 14. 6.7.4, | on 
' 3. Maxeover, the preſent Miniftery of the Church-afe 

emblycsof England being ſuch in their Offices,entrance, 
adminiſtration, and maintenance, as. the Lord never ſet 
Exee/m i, IN:his:churct'(as f before hath bene proved.) therfore 
—_-alfoitcannot bedoubted but that theſeſhalbe aboliſhed, 
_ as Chriſt hath ſayd, Every planting Which my heavenly Fa 
#her bath wot planted, {halherovred p.. Mate 5. 13, 
-/ 4s: Finally, the (ckers'of reformation have bene (if (till 
[they be-not}) of the fame judgement and expeRation. Els 
_ why have'they ſued to the Parliaments, to have.theſe 
Parts & remnants ofche Popiſh Antichriſtian Kingdome 


 *.44nm.to Yetreteyried inthe lagd ,; to be removed and aboliſhed: 
| #*heParbom. yeaandhaveexpreficly written, that they ſball done bold 


| oe "” #heq nevir o hard, 


:., Nowfurthermore that this deſtrution of Antichriſts | 
akingdome and religion'ſhilbe ſee and: done by Chriſts 
onus wht appearing inthe light-and power of his Goſpell, we ga- 
75 on x. theralfo from the Scriptures, which teach” that by. the 
ſa.rr.4. preaching of the Gofpell, Babylon falleth. 25 hg 
; Andforthe better diſcerning hereof, thus we ſhew 
#+ReVv. 17.5 it further . Firſt; by Babylon hy myſtically and ſpiritually 
7 Tr 14: is vnderſtood; thecity kingdome and juriſdiction of Ane | 
9: *7* richriſt; with the offices and ordinances belonging there. | 
© - - ynto,theapoſtaſie and authority ofthe man of finne,the | 
bloody and adulterous eſtate of the whore that fitrerh on 
many waters, with whome the Kings of the earth have | 
committed fornication/and the inhabitants of the earth | 
have bene madedrunken with the wyne thereof. 1 70k 
2.18. nd 4. 3; 2 The. 2. 3:4. 7. $.9. 10, II. 12, Rev. IT, 8, | 
__ and 14.8.9.4nd. 17,918, hap; i ER 1 | 
*. Secondly, the Lord Icſus will. deſtroy Babylon, con- 


demne 


% ? 


| AE IEP ring the CMinif. of Exel.” 7-7” 
demne the hoon conſume =y _ ſinne, _ | 
the breath of his mouth, with the bright manifeſtation 
of his comming, and with the publiſhing of his Goſpell: 
wherein he will clearly and powerfully appeare, to- the 
comfort of his Church, and deſtrution of the wicked. 
| Rev. 14. G. 7.8.44d 18; 4+ 5,6. 20, 4nd 19.13.15 2 Theſe 
2. 8. Wi#h Eſa. 11. 4. | T9 

3. As God for a tyme hath ſuffred the Princes and 
States of the world to give over their power right and 
foveraignty vato the Beaſt, to ſubmit vaio, authorize, 
and vphold the kingdome and juriſdiftion of Antichrilt: 
ſo God agayne in his tyme doth and will ſtirre vp the 
Princes and. Magiſtrates, to hate that harlot , to make 
her naked and deſolate of her honours, dignityes, and 
revenewes, to convert and employ her Lordfhips, 
lands, and livings to other vſes, and finally to ſuppreſſe 
and abandon her offices works & abominations, which 
have ſo long deceived and defiled-the world. | Rev. 17, 
I5.,16. 17. 4nd 18. and 19. chap. xs) TEL 
4+ Fourthly, thisfall of Babylon, this conſumption 
of the man of finne , and deſolation of the great whore, 
ſhalbe performed by degrees : that as Kroſe not whotk 
ly vp in a day, but fiſt was in a myſterie, and then was 
Tevealed, and-afterwards exalted: fo it ſhall alſo decay && 
be aboliſhed by little and little, till atlengih ſodenly in 
-oneday, even in an houre, this city and kingdome of 
Antichriſt be deſtroyed 8& aboliſhed,ſo as it ſhal never be 
found any more : as when a great wilſtone is caſt into 
the ſea and riſeth not agayne, and as of old it came to 
paſſe /!according to the word of the-Prophet ) in Faty- Pages ns . 
lon of Chaldea which was a typeand figure of this firitual g,;y ry hs 
Babylon now ſpoken of. 2 Theſ. 24,3. 4. 7. $. Rev. 14. 8. 20.2, 
P, and 18, 2.7.8. 20. 21.22 2» = Eſa. 13. 4nd 14. hep, 
OT) |: MO ler, 
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Fo The +. Redſon avabnſÞ the Minit of Engl. 
ter. 50.'#nd 51. chap oo | 
Laſtly, at the overthrow and deſtruction of this Anti. 
chriſtian kingdome and myſticall Babylon, her Kings, 
Marchants, Mariners, and crafteſmen ſhatk mourne 8 
hmeat, becauſe of the judgement come vpon her, with 
whomethey have lived in pleafure-before, and no man 
now buyeth their ware any more : but the ſervants of 
God ſhalbeglad and rejoyce,& give-glorie tothe Lord, 
faying, Halelu-iah, ſalvation and glory, and bonour, & power 
be to the Lord our God: for true and righteous are hu tudges 
. ments: for he hath condemned the great whore, Which dtd cor. 
rupt the earth With her fornication, and hath avenzed the bloo 
hus ſervants of froms her hand. Reve, 18. g9.10.l. Oc. With 
9, 27 6 254: 2 


And hitherto of the firſt and ſecondReaſon. Both 
which I haye proſecuted more largely, as conteyning in 
-them he ſpeciall grounds of this controverſic: namely, | 
#hat their preſent Miniſtery is not according to the ordinance of 
Chriſt; and not this onely, but 5 alſo of the apoſtaſie of anti- 

.ehri#. Fo which two heads, the other Reaſons here | 
_ may be referred. Yet the propounding 8& hand- þ 
Ting of them apart from the other, ſerveth more plain- | 
ty to meetwith ſome objections , and more fully to inſiſt 
| vpon other particulars, needfull in this cauſe to be con- 
=—_ -fidered.. Ando we will now proceed to the Reaſons þ 
'S "following. I's | 


o AY LET '? 
The third Reaſon. - 


| V bug =p Miniſterie » ſuch, 4s none cay Show s 
ve 9 ſpirituall communion With it, bat inſo 
doing he [hal kwldy the Beaff's ( ſale n of in the Reve- 
lation) and receive t: mark in Fre ad or hand: that Mi. 
Mer may none hear or have any ſþirituall communion Withall, 
But the preſent © MintStery of the Church—aſſemblies of Emgl. 
& ſuch as none can heare or bave any ſþirituall communion there= 
with, but in ſo doing he ſhall worſhip the Beafis 6 image, «pd Yes, 
cejue bis mark inlis forehead or hand: 
Therefore none may heare or have any ſpiritual! communios 


virh the preſent Mini/terie of the Church-4ſſe emblies of Engel, 


"The firſt part of the Reaſon is evident, becauſe 
whoſoever doth ſo worſhip or receive as there is layd, 
bringeth himſelf vnder the fierce wrath of God,” as ie 
is written ; if any Worſhip the Beaſt and bus. image, and 
receive by mark in his forehead or hand , the ſame ſhall 
d&riþk of the Wyne of the Wrath of God, yea of the pure Wyne 
Whzch zs poared into the cup of his Wrath, and he [ halbe tormen- 
ted is fyer and brimſtone before the boly Angels and © before the 
Lambe, and the ſmoke of their torment ſhall aſcend evermore, 
and they ſhall "ae no reſt day nor night, Which Worſhip the 

 beaft and his image, and Whoſoever receiverk the your of ts 
Name , Rev. 14.9. 10.71. © 

That the truth of the ſecond part of the Reaſon 

may better appeare,we ate firſt to conſider what is meant 


by the Beaſt and bis image here ſpoken of; what by the 
G 3 | JEST. 


9. The third Reaſon 7 

_woſh #2 of it, and whuc by receivinr his mk bs the fore: 

_ beador hand: and then toapply it to the preſent purpole. 

And firſt;that theſe and the like fpeaches are notro beta. 

ken litterally, but in a myſticall and fpirituall ſfignificatt. 

on,the Spirit of God teacheth vs in playne words in di- 

vers places of this book, Rev. 14. 8. 9. Wh chap. 7. 5:15; 

Ix. 4nd 11.8. and 1. 20. beſides that it may be ſhewed 
by neceſlary colleRtionallo,as will appeare inthat which | 
followeth . lo 
By Bea#ts,the Scripture often figureth outmen 8& kings 
domes, of beaſtly qualities and conditions, ſo reſembling 
them for their fooliſh ignorance, ſavage cruelty, gredynes 
of prey, beaſtlynes of life, certainty of deſtruction, &c. 
 Dan.7.17. & 8.20.21.22.23. With ler,r0.14., Lute 13.31.32. 
2 Tim. 4. I7.TH.1.12. And (o here,by the bea#t & bis age, 
- we may vnderſtand the Romane dominio,& Antichriſtia 

hierarchie reſemblingit, the body of theman. of fin, with 
all the offices;funRions,lawes, conſtitutions,pawer 8& au- 
thority apperteyning therevanto. For which;compare this 
Scripture of Rev. 14. With 2 Treſ. 2. 3.4.8. 9. 171, 4.1 
2.3. 10h..2,18, 22, 4nd4. 3. & 210h. ver. 6, 7. REV. L1G. 
4nd 13. 1.2.5.6. 1H. Is. 16. 17. 474 17. I. 2. 3. 4s $. Go To 
rc. and 18.2. ard 19.2.20, 21.07. © 20.4 And 
thus have the Martyrs of formes ages allo-ynderſtood it, 
as may be fees in 4. & Momus: edit. 5.p. 1615- Oc." .- 

_  » By Worſkippine the Beaſts image, may be: vaderſtood the 
yeelding of ſpirituall ſubjeQtion homage & obedicnceto 
that Antichriſtian kingdome, in the lawes, rules, offices, 
orders, power and juriſdiction thereof.. And ſo this word 

 Worſbp, is much vied im the Scripture. Exed.: 20: 5. | 

 +Deuti' 12. 30: Of 13s 2:4. Joſh. 22. 5.27. Iude.2, LI. 2 Ning 
x7 33-41, Exec, 8 16. 4nd 20. 32.. Mat. L5..9. A6t-7-4.3þ 

. Col.2. 18---23, | } 
£7 4 By 


Aeainſl hearing the" Miri. of Trel. 5 
Ny rodefwnitaf the mark Agr forehead 4 hand,may'be Liy 
derſtood the receiving of their ordinances & coſtitutions, 
to profeſſe or obſerve them, fo as thereby we may be 
knowen vnto others (as by a mark in the forehead). or 
put in mynd our ſelves ( as by a marke in the hand) 
that weapperteyne to that Romith or Antichriſtian king 
doine « And that be mark here ſpoken of may 
thus be vnderſtood, and not ſimply be taken for fome 
- viſtble characers ſer vpon the forehead or hand, but 
even for ſuch accepting and keeping of the Beaſts or- 
dinances as is aforeſaid, appeareth plainely by like 
oouy and yſe of theſe phraſes in other Scriptures. Ag 
namel y, "ONO + 
Fs For the one, that is the ſpeach of 4 mark in the fore- 
head, fee Ezech 9g. 4. Rev. 7. 3. where the faithfull 
ſervants of God, are ſayd to be marked and ſealed 
in the forcheads; not that they received a viſible cha- 
rater or marke, but being ſuch as mourned for_the 
abominations of others, and did themſelyes conſtant- 
ly and as it were with bold faces confeſſe Gods name =E 
_ and truth. before the world { as the Apoſtle ſayd,? 7 am TRmz.zts 
pot aſhamed of the Goſpel! of Chriff') they: were as evi- 
dently and certenly knowen by this',- and-in the de= 
firacion of the wicked preſerved by: God,” as. if they _ 
had viſibly ben marked: in their forcheads.. WY 
| Tn alike maner alſo; when one: is not aſhamed of 
the Beaſts wayes,of Antichriſts ordinanees and conſtitu- 
tions, but receiveth-and profeſſerh them, having (. as 
the Prophet ſayth) ' an: Whores forehead that-Wrill nat. be "ter, y. 
aſhawed, he may be ſayd to receive the Beaſts mark in 
his forelread, and be as plainly diſcerned ofothers, to be 
one of that body & belonging to that kingdome,, asifin 
trs. forehead there were a viſible mark imprinted. 
= = G 3 The | 


.- I The third Reapy ons, © 
' The maner of (peach ſemeth to be borrowed from the 
common praftiſeof men, who for ſuch things as they 
would have knowen and diſcerned, do vie to mark them 
in ſome ſuch place as may well be ſeen and ſoone eſpied. 
So inzhe Paſeover the lentill and doore cheeks ( as being 
ready to theſight ) were ſprinkled with blood , that the 
Angel might ſeethe blood, and ſo paile over the hauſes 
that were ſprinkled therewith, Exod. 12.22.23. Now in 
'man, theforchead, wy thing therein is in moſt (ighit 
-and ſooneſt eſpyed : As when the leproſy ſprang in the 
forchead of /2z24/,,as ſoon as the Prieſts looked vpon him, 
forthwith they perceived it, 2 Chrop. 26.19.29, Andin 
this reſpe& it ſeemeth the Lord commanded in the Law; 
thatthe plate whereon was graven as {1gnets are graven, 
 Holynesro the Lord, (hould be alwayes on Aarons forehead, 
thereby to figure out the continuall mediation of Chriſt 
- -ourhigh Prieſt ,who appeareth in the ſight of God for 
Vs» Exod. 28.36. 37. 38. With Heb. 7. 25. andg.24. : | 
-"'Forthe other; that is,the {peach of 4 9»ark wpon the hand, 
ſee'Exod. 13. 8-16, Dent, 6.7-—-12: 41d 11, 14, Where Mo» 
ſes ſpeaking of the obſervation of the ordinances of the 
Paſſcover, ſayth vnto Iſrael, Ir ſhalbe a figne wvnto thee wp- 
_ on thyne hand, and for a remembrance between thyne ou 
the Law of the Lord may be in thy mouth: for by a ſtrong hand the 


. Lord browhtthee out of Baypt . Exod. 13.8.9. And agayne 


- the Lord, Exod. 13. 16. Andagayne, when he teacheth 


he vſeth the ſame maner of ſpeach, towching the obſerva- 
tion of the ordinance of conſecrating their firſt borne to 


the Ifraelites:continually to remember the words which 
God commanded, Dew. 11. 149, By which Scriptures 
 appeareth,firſt that by a ſigne on the hand is not meant4 


vilble figac ormark ſet or engraven vpon the hand, y 
| .-.1 (ab ff 


ho CO 


— Aeain/t hearine the Mimi. of Enel." "49 
{as Moſes expoundeth himſelf) the hoes of the ordi- 
gances and commandements of God, as the Paſſeover, the 
conſecrating of the firit borne, Cc. Exod, 13. 10,15, Deut. 6.7. 

4.9.12. Secondly, that the keeping of thoſe ordinances. 
as God appointed them, ſhould be as a figne vpontheir 
hand troput them in remembrance continually of their 
deliverance out of Agypt by the mighty powerof God, 
and of their homage & {bjeRion due unto him for ever. 

Accordingly therefore by the BeaiFs mark, may be.vn- 
derſtood the keeping of his ordinances and conftitutt- 
ons. So as when men do keep and ſubmit vnto anythe 
ordinances of Antichriſt, as his Miniſtery , Worthip, 
Religion, aCourts, Canons or the like, it is as if they 
received a mark vpon their hand, tro put them ſtill in- | 
mynd of their ſervice and ſubjeion yeelded vnto him + | | 

Thus we ſee how the Scripture yſeth this maner of 14 
ſpeaking, when it would note the continualremembrance | 

, of athing, as may be ſeenalſo by like ſpeaches/ in other - 

places , Song. 8. 8. Eſa. 49. 16. HMC, 2. 24+ 2M 

And it ſeemeth ( as the other ) to be taken from the - 
viuall cuſtome of men, who becauſe the hand ofa mary 
is alwayes in his fight , vſe therefore (when they would 
remember a matter) to put a ring or thread or ſuch like 
thing vpon their hand, that they may not forget but til 
be put in mynd thereof. Such alſo is that ſpeach of God 
in the Ptophet, ſaying, 1 have graven thee upon my hand, 
thy walles are ever inmyſicht, Eſa. 49. 16, where the latter. 
part of the ſentence expoundeth the former (a thing of- 
ten vſed in the Prophets ) and teacheth that inthis place 
theſe words, 70 be graven on the hand, ſignify to be alwayes 118 
fiels and remembrance. To which end may be obſerved, 
how the marke ſpoken of inthe It 


fk od 
* "- 


__ ' "The third Reaſon F 
"EM J fayd to be receivedfin the right hand, becauſe that hand 
1344S commonly the more vſed, & ſo more often in the eye | 
and fight of a man, then the other hand is. =_ 7 
And thus it appeareth, that they which keep theordis 
nances and conſtitutions of Antichriſt, may juſtly be 
ſayd to receive his mark in their forehead or hand, fo as ther- 
by they givenotice to others, as by a mark in thefore- 
- Head;or beputin remembrance themſelves,as by a mark | 
- in the hand, that they apperteyne to his kingdome and 
Juriſdiction. And this is the proper vſe of fignes, marks, | 
characters, and thelike , by them to make difference & Þ 
diſtinfion, to give knowledge vanto others, or to be put | 
1n mynd our ſelves, of tuch things as we would have 
. diſtinguiſhed knowen or remembred: as may be {ecne 
borh in the continuall practiſe of men, and throughout | 
the Scriptures, For which, ſee Gey. 4. 15. 4,49. 12.13, Þ 
I4.1«, 16.& 17.11. Nu1, 1s. 38. 39.40. & I6. 38. Dent, 
0.18. en422.15.16. Toſh. 2.18.21 & 4. 5.6.7. Eft, 30 | 
I7. Mt. 24.32. 3}. LK. 2. 12. ROM. 4, il. il 
- Moreover, thatthis is the meaning as hath bene ſhew. 
ed, may be gathered alfo by the contrary, which is op- 
poſed therevnto by the Spirit of God in the ſame ſcrip- | 
ture, which is, the keeping of the Commandements ofGod and | 
 faithof leſs, Rev. 14. 9-12. and20.4. Foro in thatplace Þ 
Izev.74. 9. Are Oppoſed, on the one fide ' rhe vor bipiog of the 
Beaſt and bis image and receiving of his mark, and onthe o- | 
*xev. r4. 72 ther ſide * tbe keeping of the commanndements of God and the || 
faith of Teſs. As likewiſe in the ſecond commandement | 
#Exed, zo. there areſet oppoſite,on the one hand,*the making & des | 
45 viſing of any thing in the worſhip of God, or the ſubmit- | 
tExed. 20.6. £1Ng 10 20 ſuch inventions ; and on the other hand, ithe 
keeping of that onely in the worlhip of God which he j 
himſelf hath commaunded , Exo4. 20. 4. s. 6. Who 
Þ allo 
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Atainſt hearing the Minit. of Fngl. 7 
alſo it may be obſerved, that the ſame words, of keeping | 


|. 


the commandementi of God, are ved in both theſe Scrip- 42,,q 9,4; 
tures, and ? in the one oppoſed generally to all inventt- ,, c. 

ons in religion whatſoever , ' in the other ſpecially to ,,,, ,.. 
the conſtitutions and abominations of the Romiſhand ,...,.. 


Antichriſtian iuriſdiction.. "0 

| As the faithfull therefore which in religion ſubmit 
themſelves onely to the truth & ordinaces of leſus Chriſt 
preſcribed in his word, are ſayd to keep the commande- 
ments of God and faith of Ieſus, having this as a figne / 
vpon their hand, and being ſealed therewith as with a 
mark on the forehead: fo they which in religion ſub= 
mit themſelves to the ordinances & conſtitutions ofthe 
Romiſh Antichriſt, are accounted by the holy Ghoſt to 
worſhip the Beaſts image and to receive his mark in 
their forchead or hand. And hitherto of the expoſition 
of this Scripture. 
_ ., Nowtoapplyitto the matter in hand, it isto beno- 


ted, firſt that this Antichriſt the man of finne hath made 2 7% 2: #- 


apoſtaſie from the ordinances of Ieſus Chriſt. Second- 


we. 1 Tam, 
+: IT, 23. $. 


ly, that he hath brought in and ſet vp in ſtead thereof - zo. 2. :2. 
his owne errors & conſtitutions, the inventions & works wi 1 # 

of Sathan: and particularly, that oppoſing and cxalting'z.,.,,. 
himſelf againſt the kingdome of Chriſt, he hath turned :7, chap,vxe. 


the Miniſtery and government of Chriſt his officers 
(which be Paſtors, Teachers, and Elders) into the Miniſte= 
ry and government of Archbiſ hops, Lordbiſhops , Suſſraganes, 
Chancelows , Archdeacons , Commiſſaries, Prieſts, Parſons, Vi- 
cars, &c. entring and executing their offices, not accor- 
ding to Chriſts ordinance, but after their owne orders, 
canons and conſtitutions, Thirdly, that notwithſtanding 
many popiſh enormities be already removed out of the 
land by the mercy of God, yet m_ preſent AER age 
( 


Sf The third Reaſon * 
of their Church-aſemblies ill is ſuch as every one of 
themis ſubjeR to aprovinciall Archbiſhop,toa dioceſan 
Lordbiſhop, toa Chancelour, toan Archdeacon, to a 
Prieſt, being the Parſon, Vicar, or ftipendary Curate of 
the Pariſh: Asalſo toa Book-worſhip deviſed by man, 
to the Prelates popiſh courts, ſuſpenſions, excommuni- . | 
cations, abſolutjons , conſecrations, orderings, degrada- 
tions, deprivations, and other ſuch proceedings, accor- 
ding to their Canons and courſes: which in their order 
were erected and are reteyned in the Synagogues and 
kingdone of Antichriſt , but were never appointed by 
Chriſt for his Church and people to obſerve and yeeld 
vnto, as hath bene proved. Whereby it appeareth, that 
the publick Miniſtery of their aſſemblies now is ſuch as 
none can have ſpirituall communion therewith, but in 
fo doing they obſerve and ſubmit vnto the ordinances of 
Antichriſt; and conſequently worſhip the Beaſts image | 
and receive his mark in their forehead or hand,according F 
as here before hath bene declared. 
\ Yetbefore I conclude this point, I would advertiſe 
the Reader,thar ſome vnderſtand this receiving of the mark 
 #nthe forehead or hand, to be meant of ſubmitting vnto An- 
tichriſts ordinances eyther openly with a bold face,or fe- 
ceretly vader hand. As alſo, that ſuch may be ſayd to re- 
ceive the mark in their hand, which receive to execute 
any office or performe any work in the kingdome of An- 
tichriſt by his power and hand, that is, by vertue of any 
authority received fro him or of any ſubjeQion yeelded 
ynto him. Which may well be applyed to the buying & 
Flleng by vertue of the mark received, ſpoken of Rev. 
13. 77. But however it be for the propriety of the phraſe, 
 yetherein doall theſe expoſitions agree, that thereby 1s 
| vadcritogdthe ſubmitting to Antichrilt his CY 


Again? hearing the Miniſt, of Fuel, 59 
to be implyed , and therefore come allto one end as 
towching the matter in hand. | b 2123p 

And long fince, John Claydon ſpoken of before, a Mare 
eyr of Chriſt ( burnt in the dayes of King Henry the fitt, 
in the yeare, 7415.) held that che Biſhops licence jor a mars 
zo preach the Word of God, isthe character of the Bea#i, that us 
 Amichriſt , Ad. and Monum, edit 5. pag. 588+ Andat- 
ter him agayne, Mr Ridley, another Martyr ( burnt in 
Queen Maries dayes, in the yeare 1555.) writing largely 
of this matter to the Chriſtians then aMiced,ſheweth his 


judgement concerning it, thus: *Dorh not Paul command *_15 wm. 


zo the Romanes, nhichperteyneth to every Chriſtian ſoule; | Ag num. edit. 5, 

you have in tymes paſt given your members to do ſervice *X: 7*:9+ 

 vnto vncleannes and wickednes, from one wickednes to t&.C. 
another: ſo now give your members to do ſervice vnto 

righteouſnes, that you may be ſanRified. And Tpray thee . 

good brother What doeſt thou think & 1s bear the mark of the Beaſt 

in the forcheadand in the hand that Sainil lohn ſpeaketh of? TI 

know Wwe oueht Wvarily to ſpeak of Gods myſteries Which he ſhewed 

by the ſpirit of propheſying to bus ſervant lohn , yet to read them 


With reverence,and to pray for the (ame ſo much as God knowech Ho 


' neceſſary for our time #0 know, I think it neceſſary and good Where 
fore What I ſuppoſe #* to beare the Beaſts mark, I'll tell thee, 
and commit the tudgement of my imterpretation, 4s in all other 
| things, to the ſpiritual man. I ſuppoſe he beareth the Beaſt of 
Babylons mark in bis forchead, Which « not aſhamedof the Beats 
Wayes, but Will profeſſe them openly to ſet forth hu maiſter the 
beaſt Abaddon . Andilikewiſe he beareth his mark in the hand, 
that Weill, and doth praftiſe the Works of the Bea#t With hu powe 
4nd band. 4nd likewiſe 1 Will wot let to tell thee, Yehat Ithink ro be 
fogned in the forchead for the ſervant of God 1s, Whereof lohn alſo 
ſpeakerh, reckoning up many thowſands ſo ro have bene ſraned of 
every rribe: 1ſuppoſe he ts ſgned w the J_ for the ſervant _ 
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: Bf God, Whom God hath appointed of his infinite goodnes, &phathy 
=_ bim grace & renath,cottautly to confeſſe bim,es his ruth. 
efore the World. And to have grace & ftrengh to cifeſſe Chriſt, gp 
zhe dotirine of the Croſſe, & to lament & mourne for the abomi.. 
nations of CAntichriit, 1 japoſ is zo be ſraned With Tau, where. 
of Ezekiel the Prophet doth ſpeak. Tims I ſuppoſe theſe Prophe. 
cies are ſpiritually ro be underſtood: And to look for other cor« | 
porall marks 10 be ſeen in mens foreheads or in their hands, 
gs nothing els but to look that there © (hould come ſome brute 
beaſt out of Babylon, or ſome Elephant, Leopard, Lyon, oy 
Camel! or ſome other ſuch monſtrom bea# with ten hornes, that | 
ſhould do allthe Wonderful things ſpoken of tn lohn : «And yet © 
of a beaſt ſpeaketh lohn: But I vnderfand hins ſo to becalled, 
pot. for that he ſhalbe any ſuch brute Beaſt, but for that he is |þ 
and ſhalbe called the child of perdition , which for his cruely 
and beaſtly maners, is called the beaif, The carnal lewes 
knew there vas 4 promiſe made that Elias ſhould come before if 
Chri## the Meſfias (the aunoynted of God) to prepare his wayes, 
they knew alſo there Was a promiſe of Meſias, that he ſhould 
come and be a King ,and retene in the houſe of David for ever- 
more: But they onderſtood all ſo groſſely and carnal that they | 
neyther knew Elias nor Meſftas When they came : for they loa- 
ked for Elias ro come downe from heaven in his own perſon, 
and for Meſas to come and reiene in Worldly pomp?, power, 
riches, glory : Whenas the prophecies of both Were ſpiritually 
zo have bene wnderſtood: Of Elias that he ſhould come , not tn 
perſon , but in ſpirit, that is one that ſhould be indued With 
 zhe ſpirit and gifts of grace of Elias, Which Wat in deed lohy 
Baptiſt , as Chriſt himſelf did declare to hits Apoſtles: And 
of Meſſias reigne , all the Prophets Were to be wnderſtood 
of the reigne of his ſpirituall kinzdome over the houſe of Iacob 
and the true Iſraelites for evermore. CA1d ſ by therr groſſe | 
«1d carnall underſtanding , they miſtook both Elias and the 


p 


> OO LAWinf! heirmorhe Mini, of Euar, 6r 
gue Meſias, and * Fm, cs , knew pos of them both. 
| & hlewiſe I feare me (nay it is certayne ) the world that wan- 
zeth the lizht of the ſpirit of God ( for the World is not able t0 
receive him , ſazth John ) neyther doth nor ſhall know the 
bea/t, nor his marks, though he rage cruelly and live never / 
| beaftly, and though bis marked men be in mumber like the 
| ſandof the ſea. The Lord therefore vouchſafe to open the 
| eyes of the blyud With the lights of erace , that they may ſee & 
percerve and vnderſtand the words of God, after the mynd of 
his Spzrit , Amen, Thus farre Mr Ridley. 
And Mr Bale (an exile of Chriſt) vnderſtanding by 
the Beaſt the great Amtichri/t,and by his image zhoſe gover- 
nours Which take upon them his blaſphemou titles, names, autho- 
rity, or defence: applyed it alſo, thus, * To receive the *image of 
Beaſts mark in their foreheads and hands, is both to agree to ſuch #15 Churches 
decrees, traditions , lawes, conſtitutions , atts, and proclamati- A 4 wg 
| ons ,,as they under thoſe titles have made ,onely for their owne c0- | 
* vwetouſnes and pompe, and neyther for the glory of God, nor yet for 
the right maintenance of the Chriſtian common Wealth: And alſo 
to be ſworne to the ſame, to ſubſcribe to it, to give counſel or ayde to it, to mans- 
regne it by learning, to munifter mit , to execute vnder it, to accuſe, puniſh, 
Pit to death for it, or to think it lawfull and godly with ſuch like. 


Thus have I ſomewhat largely noted down the my 

| oftheſe Martyrs of former times, as being of good weight . 

| tothe matterin hand. For although Antichriſt was not 
then ſo fuly diſcovered nor ſo deeply wounded, as ſynce 
he hath ben and wilbe yet daily more in this latter age 
of the world ( in which reſpe&t we are not now to be 
preſſed with every thing which they then coming new- 
ly out of the darknes of Popery did receive and allow) : 
Yet by theſe teſtimonies alledged and other the like 
In their ſtories, it may appeare how vprightly they jud- 
ged, and how faithfully they walked even vnto 


_ death, according to the meaſure of light reveiled | 
8 H 3 vnto 


62 "1 The third Reapy. 
vnatorhem : in which reſpe they will riſe vp in judgs. 


; 
| 
| 
; 


ment to condemae this age, wherein notwithſtanding 
that Antichriſt be plainlyer manifeſted and more conſy. | 
med,as yer ſtil he wilbe more & more til he be aboliſhed | 


Lids «4 * by the brightnes of Chriſts appearing in the light and 
14:7 power of his Goſpell: yet as it no ſuch thing were or Þþ 


8, 


IE/2.6.9.10, 
MA, 19.14 


ſhould be, or as if men ' had eyes and ſaw not, eares& 
heard not, harts and vnderſtood not, who is there that 


:5- 44, 28, do notſtill take pleaſure in that vnrighteoufnes of An. 


46.327, 


tichriſt, diſobeying the truth of the Goſpell of Chriſt, & 

worſhipping the image of the Beaſt , and receiving his 
mark in their forehead or hand? For which howlſoever 
men do plead, yet letall remember and conſider, how Þ 
the Spirit of God hath foretold the end and fruit therot 
tobethis, to ſtand vnder the wrath and judge- * | 
ment of Gad, to be tormented before the 

holy Angels and before the 
Lambe for evermore. [2 
Rev. 14:9» I0, Ils With 2Theſ. fn 8. 9: pA Theſ, Zo 3-12 
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The fourth Reaſon. - 


that Miniſterie Which deriveth not their power and funtti- 


ons of Miniſtery from Chri?, Which « the head , for the edifh- 


cation of the Charch, Which is is body.  . 

But the preſent Miniftery of the Charch-aſſemblies of Enel. 
deriveth not their power & funttions of Minifery om Chriſt, 
which zs the Jead for the edification of the Church, Which « 


bis body. | 


| Therefore none may heave oy, toyne in any ſpiritual commu- 


pion With the preſent Miniſtery of the Church-aſſemblies of Engl. . 


The Propoſition or firſt part of the Reaſon can not be 


denyed : 1, Becauſe none may be ſubjec to any power 


or head in religion, fave onely to Ieſus Chriſt, whois the 


alone head of the Church,in whomeall fulnes of power 


dwelleth, and from whom alonethe Church receiveth 


{ her lifeand ſtrength . Fphe, 1. 22.23. 47d 4,8, II. 12. 15e 


1, Col. 1.18.19, 4nd 2.18.19. 1 C07, 12.4 5. Go 12s 270 

2. Becauſe the Miniſters which derive not thetr power 
from this head to the execution of an office in his body, 
are vſurpers of that which perteyneth not vnto them, 8c 
enemies of Chriſts ſoyeraigne authority: and the people 


Which heare them, or otherwife ſubmit to their power 


and Miniſtery, become guilty with them of treaſon a- 
g1inſt the King of Kings the Lord Icſus Chriſt. Mas. 28. 
18. 19. 20. 1 Coy, 12. 5. Lnb.-19. 12.13. 14: 27, With Exod. 


I7s 


One may heare or 10yne tn any ſpirituall communion With 


4 4 -v 
3 
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17. and 18. 484 19. chap. [eg If 

3. Becauſe God diſpoſeth the members every oneof 
them in the body at his pleaſure, and hath fully fur. 
niſhed his Church with all offices needfull: ſo as it is | 
not in the power of any creature to give or take away. þ 
any members to or from Chriſts body, or to approve 
by any practiſe ſuch giving or taking away vnder any co» fi 
lour whatſoever . Rom. 72. 3---8. 1 Cor. 12, 6. 12. 18. 27, 
28. Ephe, 4. 4-16. 1771.3, 5.& 6.1 3,14, RV, 22.18.19, 


The Aſſumption or latter part of the Reaſon is proved 
not onely _ by this, That the Miniſters of the Church» 
aſſemblies of England have not thoſe offices and callings, 
which Chriſt hath given to his Church for the workof: 
his Miniſtery : as hath bene ſhewed before in the firſt 
Reaſon, to which this may be referred: but may alfobe 
mademanifeſt further, and ſhewed by the contrary, after Þ 
this maner: "a Ex: = | 

1. Firſt, thepreſent Miniſtery of the Church-aſſeme Þ 
blies of England, is of Deacons and Prieſts made by the 


Prelates, ſome of them being Curates,ſome Vicars, ſome 


Parſons, ſome Archdeacons, ſome Lordbiſhops , ſome 


 Archbiſhops, &c. 


_ 2. Now theſe be ſuch offices as were left in England 
by the Pope, and are ſtill reteyned in the kingdome of 
Antichriſt: neyther were knowen in the Churches of 
Chriſt planted by the Apoſtles, but roſe vp with the body 
of Antichriſt, 8 perteyne therevato:as hath bene hand» 
led before. | 


3. And, the Scripture teacheth plainly, that Sathan || 
ont of the bottomeles pitis the author and head of thoſe Þ 


_ offices and funRions which were formed and ereRtedin 
_ the kingdomeof Antichriſt the man offinne : and con-'$ 


ſequently 


= 


2 | fequently of the offices aforeſaid yet remayning in the 
Us Church of England. 2 Theſ. 2. g. Kev. 9. 2. 3. 11, 20, 
| and 13.11. 41d 18.2. & 20, 10. 


| ſome, andinthe kingdome of Antichriſt the bea#t: That their wc. 


H2ainſt hearing the Minh. of Fael. 6s 


4. And if Sathan be the ereer and head oftheſeoffi- 


| ces and funQions, then it is certayne that Teſus Chriſt is 
# not . For what concord hath Chriſt with Sathan? 2 Cor, 
BK 615-1 Toh. 3.8. 


| 


Wherevpon enſueth, that whoſoever adminiſter by 


| vertue of the offices aforeſaid (as the Miniſters of the 
'& Church-afſemblics of Engl. do ) they derive not their 
'# power and authority from Iefus Chriſt the head of the 
"& Church, which is his body, even the fulnes of him that 
8 filleth all in all things: but from the dragon that old ſer- 


pent, Sathan the head of the body & kingdome of Anti- 


t chriſt, the Prince of darknes,even the ſpirit that worketh 
'# in thechildren of difobedience. 


And this have the ſeekers of reformation a long time 


| fynce vnderſtood, and publiſhed to theworld: who ſpea- 


| king of the ecclefiaſticall government of the Church of 
| England, fay it is * Antichritian and diveliſh and contra- {mn ts 


the Parliams. 


rie zo the Scriptures, That Whatſoever commeth from the ,y, _.” - 
| Pope(Who is Antichrif# cometh firſt from the Divell, and out of T. C. fait re- 
| he bottomlles pit: That the Names and Offices of Archbiſ hops, ?9-148-19- 


OO 202, 


K Zordbiſhops, Archdeacons, Commiſaries, Deanes, Prebendaries, y,. renners 


Parſons, Vicars, Stipendaries, and Pariſh prieſts &c. came from Anſwer to the 


= the Pope and are an Amichriftian bierarchie: That Sathan is Cof- of 


of © ichals re- 


the authour of the falſe Miniſterie in the apoſtaſie of the Man of ,,, pag.C lg 


offices and callings be ſuch as were firſt deviſed and ſtill are re- 


| Feyned in the kingdome SR Whereof they cannot de- 
| #but Sathan is the head . | RE 


Now therefore let all men judge, whether any can 


With a good conſcience heare the word, receive the Sa- 
L craments, 
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cta ments, or have any fpirituall 'communion with theie 
Miniſtery ia this eſtate : yea though the men that be in 

It beof never fo great gifts, and teach never ſo much | 

_ truth, Is it diveliſh, and may the people of God joyne 
*Into it? Came itout of the botcomles pit,& ſhall we ſerve 
the Godof heaven by it? Do they which preach by ver= 

_ rue thereof, derive their power from another head then 
'Teſus Chriſt, even from Sathan the head of the falſe 

Church: and ſhall the members of Chriſt 8& his Church, 
by hearing or otherwiſe, ſubmit their ſoules and conſci- 
ences to be wrought vpon by it? God forbid. Know 
we not, that as the true Miniſtery was ordeyned by our 
Saviour Chriſt, for the edification of the Church & fal- 
vation of the hearers: ſo the falſe Miniſtery harh ben e- 
rected by Sathan, and is reteyned by Aartichriſt, for the 
ſubverſion of the Church, the deceiviag and deſtrution 
of the hearers ?_ 7 EL 0 
- We deny not, but many of theſe Miniſters be men' | 
of good gifts and preach much truth and comfortable 
doctrine : but this we ſay (and it is found too true)that 
the more gifts and truths they bring with them, the more' | 
they vphold this myſtery of iniquity & Miniſtery of Sa- | 
than; the more deeply they inthrall the hearers vnder | 


' the bondage of Antichriſt; and the longer they deteyne_ 
them from the way and ordinances of ITefus Chriſt. For 
who ſeeth not, that the dumbe Miniſters, though they | 

| have the ſame kind of Miniſtery among them as the reſt, 
even the ſame Deaconry and Prieſthood received of the 
Prelates (there being no other allowed in that Church) -. 
yet being of no gifts to call and intiſe them that paſſs |. 

by the way to come ynto them, are therefore much de- | 


ſpiſed and rejected of the beſt and moſt forward of the 
people? And would not the preachers alſo, who by _ | 
| _ 


_ Againſtthe Miniſt,of Engl. 
gifts allurethe paſſers by to come and heare them, be 
| as much deſpiſed and rejected, ifthey ſhould teach falſe- Pr: 5: 73- 
hood onely, and no truth; impiety, and no godlynes? ,7 * w_ 
But how could they then ſo —_— entiſe and en-_ 
 tertayne their gueſts as now they do? how could then 
their ſtollen waters and hid bread be ſo ſweet 8 pleaſant 
' as now it is? how could they fo greatly vphold this work 
of Sathan, and fo long deteyne their hearers in ſubjeRi- 
onto Antichriſts Miniſtery, and in defetion from the 
way of Chriſt, as now they have done? Soas all may 
ſee that by reaſon of the gifts they haveand of the truth. 
| they teach, the abomination of their Miniſtery and . 
; Church-government is ſo coloured as few conſider it is *, Theſi2.9% 
 *amyſtery of iniquity; few conceive itis * the work of , ,., ,,. .. 
Sathan,few know that f the dead are in their aſſemblies, « 
- and that their gueſts are in the depth of hell. 
And Sathan himſelf that fubtill ſerpent and deceiver, 
| perceiving how by falſehood onely he cannot continew 
| thoſe offices and ordinances, which for deceiving of the 
- world he hath framed & ſet vp in the kingdome of An- 
| Echriſt, is content for the vpholding of his wotk to re- 
| ceive many truths, to have the word preached,and facra- 
| | mentsadminiſtred, ſo as it be by his owne offices & ac- 
| cording to his owne ordinances(becauſe by this meanes |. 
| bis wayes and conſtitutions are reteyned) rather then by 
| abandoning the truth vtterly, to have all his Miniſtery 
_ and works of iniquity diſcovered and quite aboliſhed. 
| Neyther can wethink otherwiſe, but he wil rather chooſe 
| tOmaynteyne the ſtrength of his kingdome,in reteyning 
| Hisofficers and ordinances , though it be with loſſe of 
lome falſe doctrine and admiſſion of ſome truths for a 
_ tme, ther, otherwiſeby an vtter refuſal hereof to ſuffer 
 bſſeofall his merchandizeat once,not onely of his falſe 
| La: doctrines 


{ Prov. 9. If, 
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doQrines , but of his falſe offices alſo and conſtituti. 
ons, by which he ruleth and adminiſtreth his Antichri. 
ſtian kingdome, and hopeth by them in tyme vpon fit | 
opportunity agayne to bring in his former hereſtes,8& tg 

; remove thole dotrines of truth, which for a ſeaſon he 
Cer. 17. hath ina ſort ben forced to admit. He that can*tranſform 


himſelf into an Angelof light, can be content to yeeld 
ſomething for a tyme vnto the truth, that afterwards 
, he may have the more advantage againſt it and them 


- that profeſſe it . Therefore allo it is no great thing, 

© +436;4m;ver, though * bis Miniſters tranſtorme themſelves, as though 
Is: _ they were the Miniſters of righteouſnes, whole end 

{- ſhalbe according to their works. 

In the meane tyme, let none marveile if they ſee 

the eſtate of things in the world to be ſuch, as plainly 

bewray that Sathan and Antichriſt, ſo as they may 
have their Miniſtery reteyned, chuſe rather (when they . 
cannot otherwiſe do withall) to have ſome truths of | 

the Goſpell taught by their Officers therein , then to 

| have both their Miniſtery refuſed, and every truth of 

the Goſpell freely taught by. the Officers of Chriſt: 

thinking it to be better for them to continue their con- 

ſtitutions with admiſſion of ſome truths, then that both 

Chriſts ordinances ſhould be received, and the whole 

truth yeelded vnto, in obedience of faith . 

But let all yet in the feare of God take heed vnto 

themſelves how vnder colour of learning the truth ,hea- 
ring the word, enjoying the Sacraments, and the like | 
perlwaſions, they be drawen to have any ſpirituall com- 
Mmunion with that Miniſtery aforeſaid, ſeing they de- 
rive not their Miniſteriall fan&tions and authority from 
Chriſt the head-of the Church, but from Sathan the 


Prince: of the world: fo as none can hears the word, 


receive 


| HAeainft hearing the Minift, of Fnel, " G9 
receive the Sacraments, or learne the ew. from their 
Miniſtery in this eſtate, bur they ſhall therein ſubmic 
themſelves to that Miniſtery which Sathan hath ſet vp in 
the kingdome of Antichritt,and continueth vnder theſe 
and the like pretences among his ſubjcs . Fearful 8 to 


 beremembred alway is the verdict of the Apoſtle, *thas * 75/2 


| God wil ſend them the efficacie of deluſion that they ſhal beleeve lies & be dem- a Ras 


| med, becauſe they beleeve not ner recerve the love of the truth that they might 
be ſaved, And hitherto of this further declaration of the Mſumption. 


Another cofirmatis therof is, that the Church-aſleblies 


of Engl.whervnto their Miniſtery belongeth,are not true 
| viſible Churches of Chriſt,as now they (tand. Therefore 
| alſo it cannot be that the Miniſters thereof can in ſuch e- 


with th& in their worſhip,vnder any pretece whatſoever. 


| ſtatederive their miniſtery fro Chriſt,tor the edificatioof 


thoſe Churches,as being his body wherot he is the head. 
Thar their Church-aſſemb/tes are not in their eftate true Vis , 


fible Churches of Chriſt, hath often ben proved heretofore: 
and may be ſcen,in that they are vnſeparated from the 


| world; not joyned together in comunion of the Goſpel 


by voluntrrie profeſſion of the faith of Chriſt 8 ſubmiſſ- 

on to the governement which he hath preſcribed to his 

Church; not having the power of Chriſts Churches, for 

the receiving of any truth,or redrefling of any evil among @_ 
them; butſtanding in bondage vnder Antichriſt, in their ,., Avolic 


Prelacy, Preifthood, worſhip,ecclefiaſtical Courts, Cans, yie x oxF. 


Officers, proceedings, &c. The further handling where- Pefor-pag. 
fer the Reader : entreating all carefully to obſerve this" 1». 7 ate. 
here, thar the Miniſters of the Church of Engl.not deri- Scene, Mr 14- 
ving their functions of Miniſtery fromChriſt the head,for _ MO 
the edification of the Church which is his body, it muſt Go oo: 
needs be vnlawfull for any,and ſpecially for the members #» Conſe 


of the body of Chriſt,to hear or otherwiſe to comunicate © 2% # 


123, oc, 
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| of, may be had *in ſundry other Treatiſes;to which I re- poet: Gf. 
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The fift Reaſon. 


Ne” may heare or have any ſpiritual communion with thoſe 
Miniſters, Which miniſter the holy things of God & Work 
wpon the conſciences of men by vertue of a falſe ſpiritual calling, 
But the Minifters of the Charch-aſſemblzes of England, mini+ 
fer the holy things of God and Work pon the conſciences of men 
by vertue of afalſe ſpiritual calling. © I 
© Therfore none may heare or have any ſpiritual communion 
With the Minifters of the Church-aſſemblies of Enzland. 


The Major or firſt part of the Reaſon is proved: 

7. Becauſethe miniſtration of the holy things of God, 
isaſpeciall part of Gods ſpiritual worſhip : and therfore 
neyther to be done by any falſe ſpirituall calling,nor ta 


be received from any ſo miniſtring. Mar. 28, 18, 19.20, | 
AR. 20.17: 28. Epheſ 41, 12, 1Cor, 3, 8.9, @f 4.1. W 5.34.54 
CIT: 23. 24, 25. 3 12.4 $.6.13. 18, 28, 2 Cor,S. 19.20, Col. 4, 
17. iTws.z.1s5, ands. 1g.--16, 2Twm. 4 3. 4. 5. Heb, 5.4. with 
Nis goder.23.16 21.22. Exech 43.4.9 $40.78. 3.Rev.2.1.2.7.09t 


©. 2, Becauſe the conſciences of the people of God are 
_____ the Templesof theliving God wherin he dwelleth by his | 
= ** Spirit, & ought therfore only to be ſubic to the Lord, 
___ andraughtbyhiminhis owne ordinance, 1 Cor. 2, 16. 
w=_ bt 2 Cor.6.16.17,18.with 5,20,l0h.r3.20.Heb.l3.>. 17.Rev.22.16,17 18.19« 
'3- Becauſethe Lord ITeſus Chriſt alone muſt have this 
- preeminence, & the Church may not ſuffer any whom- | 
*» ſoever to beare rule over them at their owne pleaſurc. | 
xr if.i9.: awd Þ. 18. If. | | | | 
4. Becauſe in ſubmitting the ſoule to a falſe ſpirituall 
© Miniſtery, men defile the Temple of God , and with- ( 
draw their ſubjetion from Chriſt, and become the | 
ſubjects of Antichriſts: as itis weicten, The Temple of God 
| þ a5 


CAHeain// hearing the Minit. of Enal. wy 
- holy,Whic Je are : And, Nomancan ſerve two maiſters: 
fore -yther he ſhall hate the one and love the other , or els he ſhall 
leane to the one and deſpiſe the other, And, of Whomſoever 4 
' man is overcome,even to the ſame i: he in bondage. Cor.3.16. 
17. 18. 4nd 2 Cor, 6.16.17. With Mat.6.24. Luk, 6.46, Mat. 


' 1.6. Rom, 6. 16. 2 Theff, 2. J- 4z 2 Pet. 2.19. 


| The Minoror ſecond part of the reaſon is proved, be- 
| cauſe they miniſter the holy things of God & work vpon 
the conſciencesof men by vertue of their Miniſtery re- 

& ceived of thePrelates, fro their ſpiritual authority, which — 
is vſurped and Antichriſtian; and therfore by vertue of #7 3r44þ. 
 afalſe ſpirituall calling : as hath ben ſhewed before in the "— 

' ſecond Reaſon, andis proved in * divers of their owne Reaſon: for 
writings. Yethereis ſomewhatto-be annexed for the *<- 77e- 
clearing of ſome exceptions,ſpecially concerning ſuch us? CT 
are of greateſt forwardnes among them. + Ee: 
Somethere be which ſay,zhey preach nor by vertue of their 

| Mipiſterie takenfrom the Prelates, but by vertae of ſome other cal- 
| lint and authority . Let ſuch confider andanſwer, 1. Why 
| they would ſeem to renounce that calling received of 
_ thePrelates ? 2. Secondly, if they diſclayme that Mini- 
 ſtery appointed by Law of the land, why they blame vs 
| for doing the like © 3. Thirdly, if they preach by ver- 

; tueofanother calling then that they have received of the 
 Prelates, how then they ſtand Miniſters of that Church 
'whereno otheris allowed 7 and how they impoſe them- 
ſelves vpon any of their pariſhes or aſſemblies, ſeing the 
lawes of the land allow onely the Prelacy Prieſthood 8 
Deaconry aforeſaid? 4. Fourthly, how they can avoyd, 
| butneeds they muſt be therein both intruders & hypo— 

\ crites? [ntruders,becauſe they take vpon them & exerciſe 

| apublick office in that Churchzagainſt the publick _— 

Sy TT I '4 an 
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72 1 \ The feft Reaſons 
and conſtitutions thereof: Hypocrites ,becauſe they pre. | 
tend in ſhow onething to the Prince , people, and State; 
' * and yetperforme another thing in deed: They pretend 
and ſeem toſtand by the Prigges lawes,8: by the authori- 
ty of their calling had from the Prelates (for otherwiſe 
they could not ſtand Miniſters in any of thoſe aſleblies): 
_ and yetthey practiſe the contrary, if they ſtand not by 
this, but by vertue ofſoine other calling and authority,as 

ſometymes they affirme . | : 
But ler vs ſuppoſe that which is not,namely, that they 
had ſome other calling which were lawfull: yet alfore. 
_ cciving or reteyning this vnlawtul calling of the Prelates, 
. this werebur'to halt between two opinions, and to ſer 
. theirthreſholds by Gods threſholds , and their poſts by 
Gods poſts, even their inventions by Gods ordinances, 
Of which kindof worſhip the Scripture witneſleth, that 
itis nothing els but zo ſet 4 Wall bet Ween God and them, and 
80 defile his holy wame with their abominations, Exech, 4.3. 8. 

| With £ King, 18. 21, 
Bate I. Finally, whatſoever they pretend of another calling, 
Ms Lecohs *by their Charches or peoples chuſing accepting, willing ſubietting 
compariſen of #0 #heir Miniſtery, &c. yetit is evident that in very deed 
meriage. they preach the word 8& miniſter the Sacraments,and cx- 
| poo ns ecuteall duties of their Miniſtery , by vertue of their cal- 
reform. 50, ling taken fromthe Prelates : As may appeare by theſe 

Offer of Conf. reaſons following: 

#*8:39* _,. 1. Becauſethey cannotſtand publick Miniſters of the 
| : Church-aſſembliesof Engl. , valeſle they receive of the 
Prelates the Deaconry & Preiſthood aforeſaid. And at 
 theirordination , they have this authority given them of 
the Prelates , when the Biſhop -delivereth to every one 


otefer. -ofthem, the Biblein his hand, ſaying, * Take thou aurhe- 


(liz giytopreachihe Word of God,and ts miniſter the holy ſacraments 
Fc nl in 


by vertue of their calling received from them; & that 


authority, —Not to ſhew further in particulars, how 
their eſtate is ſuch (whatſoever they think-or pretend 0+ 
 therwiſe ) as both themſelves, their Miniſtery, and peo- 


2. Becauſe that alſo by the law of their Church, they 


are f excommunicated iſo fatto , if they afſirme, that they gc, 
| Whoare made Biſhops , Prieſts, or Deacons after their fourme of amo, 164: 
making and conſecrating ther are not lanfally made , nor to ©an.#- 

be accounted by themſelves or others,to be truely Biſhops, Prie#ts, 
' or Deacons, vntill they have ſome other calling to thoſe Offices, 


3. Becauſethe people , even the beſt & molt religious 


among them (as now they ſtand in the confuſion and 


bondage of thoſe eccleſiaſtical aſſemblies, officers, ca- 


| nons, & proceedings) have not the liberty of the Chur— 

| ches of Chriſt , nor power in that eſtate to chooſe and 

| ſubmit vnto the true and lawful Miniſtery appointed by 

| Chriſt. Of which point ſee further, in the Treatiſe ofzhe 
Miniftery of the Church of Engl. þ. 119. 120. 121. 


4. And laſtly, becauſe without & againſt the peoples 


| conſent (by whoſe approbation and ſubjection to their 


Miniſterythey would ſeem to ſtand)they are by the Pre- 


fates alone, filenced, deprived, and degraded, from ex- 
 erciſing any Miniſtery in thoſe aſſemblies. Whereby 
even themſelves proteſle to the world , that they have 


their Miniſtery from the Prelates ; that they exerciſe it 


they ſill remayne in bondage vnder their Antichriſtian 


| ple ſtand all of them ſubieR to the Prelates,and to their 
 Antichriſtian Courts, ſuſpenſions, excomunications, ab 


| folutions, and all other their proceedings, officers, ca- 


a07s, and conſtitutions ecclefiaſticall. _ | | 
In the Scriptures wee read, that the Apoſtles, being 


truc Miniſters of Chriſt, would not at the commaunde- 


| 
I 


8 __ ment 


Acuinft hearing the Minifh.of Foot. 74 
5n the congregation, Where thou (balt be ſo appointtd. 


%  Thefifi Reaſon 
ment andchreatning of the lawfull Magiſtrates and Ry. 
ters leave of to preach in the Name of [eſus, 47. 4. 5.5, 
7.9.&c. Andwhy ſhould not theſe preachers, if chey 
were in atrue Miniſterie, much more refuſe to leave je 
at the appointment of the Plates, who are vnlawtull y. 
ſurpers of the juriſdition which ey challenge and cx. 
erciſe in the Church * Yea if{o be their offices and ay 
thority were lawfull , yet when they forbid that which | 
G od hath commanded all the Scripture teacheth in ſuch | 
cal es not to yeeld obedience vntothem any more then. 
th® Apoſtles did tothe Rulers of Iſracl in the matter a- 
fore laid. | | _.." 4 
If it be ſaid, 7hat the Apoſtles had an immediate calling 
of Chrif?, and therefore refuſed to obey the Rulers: We an« 
fwer, that they had in deed an immediate calling of the 
Lord, but they made not this the ground of their refw 
fall, neyther might ſo have done, if the Magiſtrates c6- Þ 
maundement fayd vpon them had ben lawfiall, - Here. F 
therfore twothings are to be obſerved: Firſt, that inal F 
lawfull things, the Apoſtles aſwell as any other Chriſty 
ans were: bound to obey the Magiſtrates in the Lord, 
And fo they both did themſelves, and taught others to 
do, ſaying, Let every ſoule be ſubiect ro the higher powers.” E- 
wery ſoule, aſwell the Apoſtles and Prophets, as any other 
whoſocuer.. Rom. 13. 8. 7 Pet, 2. x3---17, |Secondly, 
the Apoſtles being at'that tyme ſo injoyned and threat-. 
\ ned by the Governours of [ſrael, layd this for the foun-} 
dation and ground of their anſwer and refuſall, 74 
whey ought #0 obey God rather then men. CA, 4. 19. ana 
AF. x5. 29. *  Whichis aduty as neceſlarily re-F 


quired of all Miniſters and Chriſtians , - as it was off 
the Apoſtles, namely, to obey God and not Man, when 
_ Man forbiddeth that which, God commaundeth,orcom-$l 
_* |  maundethyÞ 


pL Aetinft hearing the Mini. of Engl. 
| mavndeth that which God rari-rws P | - , 
An example in deed there is of Uriah the Prieſt, wh 
 atthe commaundement of the King of Iudah made an 
| altar after the faſhion of that of Damaſcus, and ſacrificed 
thereon. 2 K722. 16. 19.11. © Buttherein he finned great- 
ly: notwithſtanding that he offered vpon that altar to 
the Lord, ſuch burnt-cfterings, meat-offerings, & peace- 
| offerings, and at ſuch tymes of the morning and eve- 
| ning ſacrifice, as: God himſelf had appointed. And ifin 
| .that tyme of the Law he ought not to have done this 
| though the King of Indah commanded it, but ſhould 
. rather have loſt bis lite for refuſing it: much leſſe may 
# the Church: Miniſtery now vnder the Goſpell, at the ap- 
- pointment of any Princes (Chriſtian or other) be framed 
'F orexerciſed after any new maner deviſed by Man,and 
 leaſtofall after Antichriſts that Man of finne: Yeathough 
= in that Miniſtery many doctrines of the Goſpel be taught, 
8 and ſuch.Sacraments adminiſtred as Chriſt hath ordey- 
tf ned. For the other was but contrary to an ordinance 
:F given by Moſes, whereas this is contrary to an ordi- 
* nancegivenby Iefus Chriſt, who being the ſonne is wor« 
F thy of morehonour then Moſes the ſervant, Heb. 3. 3. 
-# And here agayne concerning ſuch as plead, that they 
th feath the truth and many excellent points of dottrine: It is to 
: # be obſerved, that yet none may therefore heare their 
-.# Miniſtery vnder colour of learning the truth and recet- 
-& ving comfort from them ; neyther may for this cauſe co- 
| tinue in ſabjeRion to their Miniſtery and ordinances: be- 
Cauſe that althoygh men heare much truth from them, 
-F y©t in yeclding to heare & receive it from Antichriſts 
$ Miniſtery, they defile the Temple of God in themſelves 
| (ifthey be the Lords) even their ſoules and conſciences, 
- and become the ſubjects of Antichriſt the ſonne of per- 
rp Ka  _| GWition. 


_ ZRAS The /ift Reaſon a 
ditions Not to ſpeak of the many errors and falſes 
hoods, which they alſo teach and mainteyne. And 
for the truth which they preach, it is no new thing (as 
we have ſhewed before) that the Miniſters of Antichriſt 
ſhould in divers things teach and bring the truth with 
them . For when Sathan cannot by falſehood vtter his 
wares, merchandize, ordinances, Miniſtery, worſhip, 
&c. he will be glad to vtiter the ſame by teaching the 
truth . He' is beyond meaſure {kilfull in framing deluſt= 
ons, and making them meet that they may be received: 
& therefore when he perceiveth thathe cannot get men 
toſubmit theſelves to his ordinances by hereſtes 6 falſe- 
hood, he yeeldeth himſelf to bring the truth with him, 
to the intentthat his ordinances may thereby be received - 
which otherwiſe would be rejeted, and tothe end 
they may be had in eſtimation and obyed even for the 
truths ſake which they bring with them. Of which 
ing ſce whatis further ſpoken here before, in the other 
Reaſon, Page. 66. wc. 
 - And Mr Bezaagainſt Saravia hath a good ſaying con- 
cerning this point, which he ſheweth by the practiſe of 
Chriſtand his Apoſtles(fpoken of in AMurk.r.24 25. Luk. 
4« 34+ 35. AF. 16, 16, 17. 18.) vidz, that althounh Anti- 
ehrif# teach that Which 5 moſt true , as (ometimes he doth, to the 
end he may under colour of the truth more eaſily ſeduce men to 
beleev his lyes, yet the truth is not to be heard and recerved from 
bis month , but eventhen ouzht We to ſtop 047 eares, leaft under 
tha pretence talking With him Ws be deceived by him:for the 
wrath is not tobe receivedfrom the ſpirit of lies and vnptruth, And = 
7 Would to God (faith he ) that this were diligently obſerved 
of thoſe Wiſe Medjatours, who think that compoſition and agree- 
nent may be made With Antichriſt: ſeeking a mean there, where 


fits nat at alto be found, Bezd contra Sarav cap. 35P-193- 
ol | Moreovet 


__— 


Agmn? hearing the Miniſl, ef England, 
Moreover , who knoweth not that Antichriſt and his | 
Miniſters have bene and till are in ſhow hypocriticall ho 
frends, but in deed great enemies of Ieſus Chrift , even 
vnder the name of Chriſt fighting againſt Chriſt*Which 
thing how could they do , ifthey did not profeſſe and 
teach many truthes ot the Goſpell of Chriſt? Forifthey 
ſhould deny every truth thereof, and ſay plainely that . 
they were not the Church and Miniſters of Chiiſt, 
then were they preſently eſpyed.to be ſuch as they arc; 8 
who would follow them any longer ? But Babylon is * a "&ev.19.F. 
| -wſfery: and therefore not cafily perceived or avoyded, * 7*%*%: 
- till God reveale it and draw vs out of it . And who. 
doever will aright diſcerne the condition of Antichriſts 
apoſtaſie, muſt with 7h» be caried as into the wildernes in 
 theſpirit, that we may look ypon-'it, notaccording to 
_the ſhow and account it hath in the world, but as itis in 
deed eſteemed of the Lord and diſcovered in his word. 
Revi17.3-4.5.6. And when it is ſhewed vnto vs, yet are 
we in our ſelves like LZor lingring and finding delayes, 
till God being mercitull vnto vs, take and draw vs as it. 
were out of Sodom: whereas weſhould belike mynded 
as David who ſaid ,1 have conſidered my wayes,and turned my. 
feet into thy teſtimonies: I made haſt and delayed not , 10 keep 
thy commanndements. Pſal. 119. 59, 60. With Gen, 
19. 1---16, Rev. 11. 8. dnd 18. 4.fo 
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K 3. The 


The f{ixt Reaſon. 


F the prefent Minifery of the Church- aſſemblies of Frel. be 
4 Hraunge Miniſtery,then is it net lawfull inthe Worſhip of | 
Godto heare it or have any ſþirituall communion thereVvith, _ 
But the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblies of Fnzl. is 
4 ſtraunge Miniitery, ' 
Ther fore it is net lawfull in the Worſhip ef God to heare it og 
bave any ſpirituall communion therewith. js 


The conſequence of the Propoſition is neceſſary,and 
cannot be denyed: 1. Becauſe Chriſt ſetteth it downe 
as a property of his ſheep to be obſerved, that they fol- 
low not ſtraungers, but flee from them, for that they 
know not their voyce , 10h. 19. 5. Rev. 2.2. | 
\ 2. Becauſe he that miniſtreth in the Church being 4a 
ſtraunger,preſumptuouſly approcheth to miniſter before 
the Lord, and polluteth the SanRuary and holy things 
of God. Num. 16, chap. and 18. 4. 5. Ezech, 4.4.7. With 
Rev. 17.1. 2. 4nd 19. 2. 20. W 

3. Becauſe by having ſpirituall communion with ſuch, | 
we embrace the boſcme ofa ſtraunger, and ſo commit | 
ſpirituall whoredome againſt the Lord. Prov. F. 20, With 
Num. 15. 9g. Pſal. 106, 39, 


| Thetruth ofthe Aſſumption is manifeſt, if we conſi- 
der whar a ſtraunge Miniſtery is , namely, that which is 
not by the Lord ordeyned and given for that work: As. 
ſome of themſelves have publiſhed heretofore, har the : 
holy Scriprare accoumteth ſuch for ſtraungers in the Miniftery, 
hich have not their effices limited by the preſeript of Goas _ 
p | n 3 


The 8. Reaſon again? the Mini/?. of Engl, *5 
And, #t ts all new Which it ſlraunze , ' and ſtraunce Which 
js not commannded by the Wordof God , T.C. his 2, reply.pag. 
4 8. 439 - | 
: And here before, we haveproved*that their Mjniſtery *xe4ſe. 7. 
= OY by Chriſt in his word. Which them- 
ſelves alſo have confeſſed and publiſhed, writing in an 
Admonition to the Parliament, # tha? they have an 4mi- +4dmon. to 
chriſtian hierarchie and popiſh ordering of Kiniſiers Hrannge the Partam.. 
from the Wwordof God and the wfe of all Well reformed Churches A ji 
inthe World, Where alfo they call all the Miniſtefs made © © 
bythe Prelates (and others their Church hath none)by | 
the name of New creatares., And in tanother treatiſe, fpea- +5,,,., wn 
king of divers of their chiefcſt offices, they write, 7a? Rom. 12, 
the i Apoſtles never knew them, Sion hath not heard of them, le- © 
ruſalem Which is above Will not acknonledee them, that the 
Watchmen being a ſleep , they creft into the cty of the Lord, and © 
have no ittle nor intereſt in the Church 4s publick members , but 
are rather members and parts of the ii1umpet & VW hoore of Rome 
then of the pure virgin & ſpouſe of the immaculate Lambe. Thus 
was their judgement heretofore : If now they be other- 
wiſe mynded, eyther they muſt ſhew out of the word of 
God, the offices, entrance, adminiſtration , and mainte- 
nance of their Church-Miniſtery, or els (ſ{ceing this can» 
not be done) the ſheep of Chriſt muſt and willaccount 
them as ſtrangers, and therefore flee from them and the 
tents oftheijr aſſemblies, leaſt otherwiſethey periſhin 
their finnes . /oh. 10. 5. With Numb. 16, 26. and 18. To 
& Fev. 18.4. _ LL 
And to the end this thing may the better be obſer- 
ved, let vs here alittle conſider the hiſtory and conſpira- 
Cy of Corah Dathan & 4biram,recorded inthe book of Nit- 
bers,ch.16, When God by the handof Moſes had appoin- 


ted Aaron & his ſonnes tothe office of the Prieſthood, 
vo Corah 
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20. The fret Redo 'R 
Corah a Levite,and Dathan and Abiram of the tribe of | 


' Reuben, with other famious men of the Congregation, 


conſpire and ſtrive againſt Moſes and Aaron, touching 
the Prieſthood: challenging them that they took toa 
much ypon them, becauſe (as they thought ) thePrieſt« 


hood belonged not to Aaron and his ſonnes onely, as 


Moſes had appointed it, butſeing all the Congregation 
was holy, and that the Lord was among them, therefore 
others of them alſo might have and executeit. Where 
further it is to be noted, that Corah, Dathan , Abji- 
ram,and the reſt,differednot from Moſes, neyther ſtrove: 
with him in any point of Rcligion, but towching the 
Prieſthood and Miniſtery onely, They held thatthe true | 
God onely was to be worſhipped; and notafter any ida. 

latrous maner ,but according to his owne will, with the 
facrifices and the incenſe which he had appointed; and in 
ail other points of Religion accounted fundamentall they 
agreed with Moſes . Onely in this they differed & oppo= 
ſed, concerning thoſe offices and Officers, by which the 


Incenſe was to be offered,and other duties of Gods wore 


ſhio ro be performed, that is, as towching the Prieſts 
office: Moſes holding that the Prieſthood perteyned to 
Aacon and his ſonnes, Corah 8 his company thinking 


. otherwiſe. The matter is brought by Moſes before the 


Lord to be decided. He ended the controverfie, firſt by 
bringing deſtruction vpon Corah, Dathan, Abiram, 
and ſuch as abode in their tents; ſecondly by the bud- 
ding of Aarons rod and the not budding of the other 
rads of the Princes of Iſrael: and hereypon alſo giveth 
ſtrair charge, zhat no ſfraunger come neare to do the Prieity 
office , or if any do come neare that he dye for i Num. 16. 


+ 


Naw to apply this to the queſtion in hand, we may: 
| thus 


Again hearing the Miniſt. of Fnel. 2x 
thus conſider of it: That now the controverfie & conſpi- 
racy being not againſt Moſes the ſervat, but againſt Chriſt 

the ſonne; not about the perſons whoare to be inthe true 
* offices, bur abour holding & keeping in of falſe offices;not 
by Corah Dathan Abira & others ſometymes viſible mE- 
| bers & famous menin the true Church, but by the offt— 

| cersof Antichriſt the great enemy of Ieſus Chriſt, yea by 
Antichriſt himſelfin his officers in the falſe Church: That 
cherfore if the people then. were bound to hearken vnto | 
Moſes ! perſwading the to depart from thetents of thoſe txwn. 16, 
wicked men , andto touch nothing of theirs, leaſt they »-5: 2c. 
periſhed in their {innes,then jt behooveth the people of 
God now to obcy Teſus Chriſt ' requiring vs to depart''#*Y-17-4+ 
- out of Babylon, and not to partake in her finnes, leaſt we: 
receive alſo of her plagues: and therfore notto abideor 
have any ſpirituall communion within the tents, that is, 
vnder the juriſdiction & in'the conſpiracy of Antichriſt: 
yea not ſo much as to heare the'word' or receive the Sa- 
craments, miniſtred ina true Church of Chriſt, by any 
officer of the kingdome of Antichriſt: ſuchas the pre- 
ſent Miniſtery in queſtion hath been proved to be. © ' 
' 'For if at that time none of the children'of Iſrael might 
execute the Prieſts office, being ſtrangers as touching it: 
then now may no Canaanite, noftranger, ſpecially by 


| bffice; adminiſter before Teſnus Chriſtnor be received in- 
this Church: But all the'veſſels brought before the 
Lord, muſt be holy vnto him: and therforemnſt beclen- 
ted firſt; and purged from the filthynes of Antichriſt, be- 
fore they may be vſed in the houſe of the Lord of hofts. 
Numb, 16, 40, With loel. 3.17. Zach. 14.21, Eſa. $5.4, 52. 
It, and 66.20, With Heb, 3.7. 2.3 une 3; 3 | A 
* - 'Tfany* think, that'yet:notwithſtanding they may - 
preſent theirbodyes at theſe aſſemblies; fo as they do not 
8 L  _ hearken 
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Iedg 


that Naaman ſpake oftwo things , wherevnto the Pro 
_ phet givern but one anſwer . The firſt, chat there might bt | 
given him twomules load of the earth of Ifacl, becauſe he Would 
 thencefarth offer no burnt 0fjring or (acrifice vnto any other God, 
ſave uma the Lora, The otherghat re Lorg Would be 


Ls, 4% 14, © The ſoxt Arcument 
earken nor coſent with the. heart to that which is done 
among them, they both deceive themſelves and diſſem. 
ble with others, and (above all) {inane againſt God,whg 
inthe ſecond commandement hath ſtcaitly forbidden yy 


toſubmir eyther body or ſoule to any ſtraunge wor. 


ſhip or inventions of man in religion. Exo4. 20. 4, 
5. Asaccordingly the Prophets in the defeRion of If- 
raell taught the people, nv? io come 70 Gilgal, wor to go wp v 
Beth-aven,vnles they would multiply their tranſgreſſions, 
Hoſ. 4. 15. Am $.4. an45.15. And the Apoſtles like- 
wiſe have taughtall Chriſtians what to do in ſuch caſes, 


Save your ſelves from this froward generation. .Come out from 4: 
mo them,and ſeparate your ſelves, and touch no vncleant thing, | 
An 


And,Gee out of Babylon, that ye be not partakers in ber ſomes. Al, } 
2. 4% 2: C0r.6.17.Rev. 18.4. Even as in the hiſtory of Corb Þ 


Dathi & Abiram & the reſt hath ben ſeen, what heavie de- 
 {trucis came vpon ſuch as departed not from their tents | 


bur continued with them. Neyther wil it help to ſay,that | 
they which were in that company of Corah and his compli | 
ces, conſented with them in their conſpiracy; which | 
theſe pretend they do not : For it is playne notwithſit- 
ding , that when oncethey were warned to depart from 
their tents, ſuch as departed not, were deſtroyed in tht | 
deſtruction, all of them,even to the young children,who 


baying not vnderſtanding , could not give conſent to 
-thatw | 


ich was done. Nw. 16. 26. 27. 32. ©, 4 
vs pj can the example of Naaman (ſometymes ab | 
) warrant ſuch practiſe. For firſt it is manifel, | 


peri þ 


i) 


jS. > 


— 
*s . 
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| ſitious and vnlawſull: For there was no holynes in the 
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Againſt bearing the Mini??, of Engl. .$ 
fall to him, When his Maifter Went into the houſe of Rimmon 
re Wwrſhip there, leaned on his hand, & he bowed downe in 
the houſe of Rimmon ; that When he bowed downe in the Pe of 

Rimma,the Lord Would be merciful 80 him in that matter, Which = -+4 
two things when Naaman had propounded,Eliſhaes an- 
fer vnto him was thus, Goe 7» peace. 2 King. 5.17.18. 
19, Now whatſoever men would think of the latter of 
theſe, yet the firſt is ſuch as all will graunt to be ſuper- 


earth it ſelf, and Jeruſalem onely was the place appoin- - 
ted for ſacrifice at that tyme. So as by the Prophets an- . 
ſwer(whether it were onely according to their woonted 
maner of Pte one another farewell, or to be fur- 
ther & otherwiſe mynded, yet)there cannot be proved 
a conſent & approbation given to the things ſpoken of. 

| Next , let vs ſuppoſe that Naamans bowing down in 
the houſe of Rimmon, may have a double conſideration: 
one, as being a religious ation; the other, as being civill. 
Religious , if Naaman himſelf worſhjpped there. Civil, 
if the King onely. worſhipped , and no other with him; 
ſoas Naaman now was with him but for to Jeane vpon 
there, as in other places at other tymes . Which 


being admitted, yet then if it. be conſidered as a religi- 
. ous ation in him, all know it'to be vnlawful * to bow *- Ki2e- 29: 


the knee to Baal,& therefore alſo to-bow down in the 7 9m 
houſe of Rimmon;and no more allowed by the Prophet, 4 
then his other purpoſe of having the earth of the land of 


| Iſrael with him to ſacrifice ypon . And ifit be conſidered: 
onely as a civill ation , then neyther were it tothe que- 


ſtion in hand ( which is concerning religious worſhip 
done or thought to be done by all preſent) norfor any 


perſons but ſuch as have like ſpeciall imployment about 


their Lords and Maiſters for vic of theix ſervice, when 
af tie To hep 


' +4 


they goe to the place of their worſhip , But now it is cers 
tayne and playne. that Naaman aſked pardon of God 
for it, and doubled this his requeſt for mercy , as being 
very much affeted with it. Whichtor a good and law- 
ful thing he needed nothave done. And howloever he 
purpoſed not hereafter to offer burnt offring or ſacrifice: 
to any God ſave onely to the Lord God of Iſrael, yet he 
thought ſill of bowing down w** his Maſterin the houſe 
of Rimmso;tor which he craved mercy,as acknowledging 
it to beevill. And thus might the Prophets anſwer fitly 
and needfully be given vnto him, not as ſaying, Goe and 
ao «4 thou hait ſaid, but, Goe in peace , trouble not thy {elf 
with theſe things which would not further bur hinder 
the peace of conſcience; & being now clenſed of thy le 
profie be careful that thou finne not againſt the Lord, but 
ſerve him, which forgiyerh thyac iniquity 8 healerh thy 
infirmities : and peacefrom him be to thee. 2 K722..5. 1, 
T4 17. 18. 19, With Tohn, 5, 5--14. & 141-27. Pſal. 103. 3, | 
ERS RIC. 1.17. |: 
' And. otherwiſe, the approving of Naaman'to cometd 
worſhip in the houſe of Rimmon,ſhoald both be againſt | 
the whol courſe of the ſcriptures,8 againſt the practiſe of | 
the Martyrs inallages, & a ready meanes for corrupting 
of qthers/, and defiling himſelf, and diſhonouring the | 
| Lordwhom now hereafter he interided onely to make | 
burntoffring and ſacrifice vnto . be 7-40 
And in this caſe we muſt alway remember, that as God 
hath made and redeemed both body and ſoule, and wil | 
elorify both inthe life to come; ſo he will of vs be glorifi- | 
ed in this life both.in. our bodyes'and foules , in all our | 
wayes, and ſpecially in the ſervice. and worſhip of his | 
Name. Therfore would not the ſeven thowſand in A- 
chabs tyme bow the knee vnto Baall, nor kiſſe him with 
thejr mouth, 1622.19.19, Therefore would in by 


- _ | | * 
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_ Crean SE he Miniſt. of End, V3 
drach, Meſhach, and Abednego, fall downe and bow 
themſelves to the image that King Nebuchadnezar had 
ſet vp: And when he threatned them 8 layd, Ifye bow not 
gown,ye / halbe cat immeaiatly 1nt0 the mids of an hote frery for- 
pace: for Who that God, that can deliver you out of my hands? 
they anſwered and fayd to the King,0 Nebmhadyezar, wee 
are not carefall concerning this matter to anſwer thee ; Whether 
it be that our Gol Whom We ferve, who is able 10 deliver vs, do fro 
the hoze ftery fornace & from thyne hand, 0 King, deliver vs: Or 
Whether he do not, be it knowen to thee 0 King, that we Will 
vat ſerve thy Gods, nor bow down to the golden image, Which thou 
haſt ſet Vp. Dan. 3. 12---I8. . RS = | 

The like work of faith ſhould be ſeen inall the peo- 


nes, and With the mouth man confeſſeth to ſalvation,” And our 
bodies are not our owne any. more thenour ſoules, but 
both of them arethe Lords , who hath baught them With a 


ple of God. For*with che hare man beleeverh wato righteouf. » gw v4 v6. 


price, Therefore ought wetoglorify God in both, and 


to yeeld the one no more then the other to any falſe wor- 

ſhip or vncleannes whatleeges. I Cor.6. 19.20, | 
Finally,it ſhould els bE lawful to preſent our bodies at 

the Maſſe, and at any idolatry old or new whereſoever. 


And howthen havetherben or canther ever be any Mar- 


tyrs of [eſus, which are on his fide, called and choſen and | 
faithful ? Rev. 17. 6, 14.474 19.11. 14, 414 20. 4. , 
But to leave ſuch vnconſcionable difſeblers to the judg- - 


| ment of Gad, ler not vs forget that the Lord our God 
| hath forbidden vs to endow any other, to receive or bow 
down to any inventions of Man in religion, ſpecially to 


the conſtitutions and worſhip of Antichriſt. And letvs 


| take heed we provoke not the Lord to anger, whois a je- 


lous God, not enduring that his people thould imbrace 
the boſome of a ſtranger and break his covenant,but pow - 
L 3 ring 


ring forth his wrath for this cauſe vpon his people,& vii: 
ting this iniquity even ypon thethird and fourrh genera. 
tion of them that hate him, and keep not his commande. 
ments but go a whoring with their owne inventions, 
Ex0a. 20. 4.5. 6, Numb. 15. 39. Pal, 16, 4.4nd 
106.3 5--47. Prov. 5. 20. Ezech. q4« 
7, 1 Cor, 10. 22, REV. 14e 9.10 
I1,(7 18. 4.5. 4nd 22, 
IS. 19, 
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The ſeventh Reaſon. 


F the preſent Miniſterie of the Church. aſſemblies of Engl, be 

201 from heaven, but of men : then is it not lanfull in the Wor- 
(bip of God 10 heare it or have any ſpirituall communion there With. 
| But the preſent Miniſterie of the Church.aſſemblies of Engl. « 
nt from heaven, but of men. £ 

Therefore it is not lanfullin the Worſhip of God to heave is or 
bave any ſpiritual communion there With, | 


The conſequence of the Propoſition is manifeſt: - | 

r. Becauſe the Miniſterie with which we may lawful- 
ly communicate is from heaven , that is, appointed by . 
God and'warranted in his word. Ma. 21. 25. 26. Epbe, 4+ 


2. Becauſe the worſhipping of God by a Minifterie 
framed by Man, is a breach of the ſecond commaunde- 
ment: which the Lord hath threatned ſeverely to pu- 
niſh. Exod. 20, 5. Demi. 12. 30+31 32 Eft. 29.13. With 
Mat. 15. 15:9. Fj et US 

z. Becauſe ſuch a miniſtery is vncleane and lothſome | 
in Gods fight, ſo as the people of God can have no ſan- 
Qified vie thereof, New. 15. 39. 49. 2 Chron. 13.9. Eſde 
30 22, aud 52.11. 4nd 66.20.7Þb. 1.4. 


The truth ofthe Aſſumption is evident :becauſe God 
hath notappointed the Miniſtery'of the Church.afſem- 
| blies of Engl. but Man hath framed and ſer it vp. Which 


may plainely beſeen by comparing the Book of God, & © 


their Books together : The Boot of God, where thcir offi- | 
ces callings and adminiſtration cannot be found Po be 


*.C. fir? 


reply. p43. 


38 | . -- The ſeventh Reaſon wl 
from heaven, ordeyned by the Lord: Their owne Book 
of making and conſecrating Biſhops Prieſts and Deacons, of Ci. 
202 prayer ani adminiitration of the ſacraments; of Canons and 
conſtitutions, &c. where . they are readily found to be of 
Men, erected and authoriſed by themſelves. 

© Tfany wil yet ſay,their callings & funRions are fro hea- 
ve,letthem ſhew it out of the word of God. Let the ſhew 


« 


_ (Ifay) that Chriſtthe Lord hath ordeyned their offices, 
entrance, and adminiſtration: Their Of ces of Archbi- 


ſhops , Lordbiſhops, Suffraganes, Cathedrall and Ru- 
rall Deanes, Prebendaries, Archdeacons, Subdeacons, 
Parſons, Vicars, Curates, &c. Their Entrance by the Pre. 
lites, by whom they are made Deacons and Prieſts and 
conſecrated Biſhops,according to their book of ordering 


- and conſecration; as alſo, their preſentation to benefices 
by the Patrones,8 inſtitation by the Prelates, 7c. Their | 


adminiftration of the word, prayer, Sacramnents, and cen- 


ſures, according to their Conſtitutions, book of Com. 


mon prayer, Injunctions, Canons, &c.' Forthis is the 
way, & this only, to warrant theireſtate, & ſtabliſh the c0- 


ſcience'of ſuchas are troubled aboutit. Yet this they doe 


not , but partly by cavils and exceptions againſt the 


truth and witneſfes of it, partly by vaine pretences'ofan- 
'tiquity and humaneauthority, partly by abuſe and falſe 
'ploſes of Scripture , partly by reproches and perſecutions 


of all ſorts, ſet themſelves to obſcure thelightof the truth 


now manifeſted, and toturne away the people fromthe 
knowledge and obedience thereof. 


Which is the more lamentable, conſidering what di- 


'yers of them haye judged and written. of theſe things | 
therſelves ” Onerhus , *The Miniſerrie of the Goſpel,” and | 
"the funitions thereof ourht to be from heaven & of 60d, mr | 
invented by the brayne of men . From heaven (1 ſay ) and hea; 


wVenl), ; 


AHeain?t hearing the Mniif?. of Fool... 389 
wenly, becau ſe although it be executed by earthly men, ' andthe 
Mini#ters alſo are choſen by men like unto themſelves, yet becauſe 
it 6 done by the Word and inſtitution of Ged that hath t not one- + x04 tha, 
h ordeyned that the Word ſhould be preached, but hath ordeyned 
al in What order and by Whom it ſhould be preached, it may 
' Wellbe accounted to come from heaven and from God, Seing 
therefore that theſe ſunitions of the Archbiſ hop and Archadeacon 
are n0t in the Word of God, it followeth that they are of the earth, 
| andſo can do no g00d, but much harme in the Church. | 
Another thus, !' _A41lbeir many nations that have renounced LDemonfly. 
chat Wi ore of Rome, are heynouſly ſ;uful again#t the glorious Ma- 9f Pycipl. in 
a, ] *.. | the Preface 
iefly of 'ceſus Chriſt, yet is there none in the Whole World ſo far out, 7, ee 
of pig as England in retcynine that popiſh bierarchie}ſirif coy» = 
ned inthe midſt of the my#erie of iniquity, and that filthy ſinkof 
the Canon Law , Which Was invented & patched together, for the 
confirming and increaſing of the kingdome of Antichriit: Where. 
' inas great indienity is offered unto Ieſius Chriit an committing his 
Church unto the government of the ſame, as can be, by meane 
vnderlings unto a King; in committing his beloved ſpouſe unto 
the direction of the miſtreſſe of the Stewes , and intorcing her 
to live after the orders of a brothelhouſe. 
 Athirdthus, * It is a matter Which by all the Fraynines of *Removall of 
men therein employed, could never yet be cleared, that Provin- om” ns 1” 
ciall and Dioceſan Biſhops are by Divine Right, rather y;,,h.. ; 
then by Humane Pollicie . We for our parts hold theſe things Devon: and 
firme : Firſt, that that Church-calling tor Which the ſcripture gi- Corrmall. 
veth no exprefſe Warrant, us meerly wſurped and viterly vn- hr 
lawiull, The office of Iohn (though it Were extraordinary)yet 
We ſee the care of the holy Ghoſt, toprove it by the Scripture, 
*This is he of whom it is ſpoken by the Prophet Efaias. *X#-3+ 5+ 
Let any drvine tell me What doftrine be Would collet?, if he 
| Vere topreach wpon that place, Secondly, that the Holy Voritt 
makes uo mention of any ſuch B . as # now amongſ{ vs, Shew 
| M { 1 


2 


TAdm,. 1, 


and 2. 


% 


So 50.908 ſeventh Reaſon * 
we(Who can) the title Epiſcopus or Biſhop &ven theve #0 

mortall men in reſpect of other Paſtors , and not Wholy and one; 
ly in reſpett of the flock . ? 
_. Anddivers others ofthem thus, 7 Not onely the office of 
Elders but their name alſo is ont of this Eneliſh Church Utterly 
removed, and in fead of them in every Church the Pope hath 


brought in and they in Enzland yet mainteyne the Lordſ hip of one 


' aan over many Churches, Which Lordbiſhops being not «ble (ay 


the Elders ) to execute their offices in their owne perſons Without 


_ ſabſtitates , have therefore their vader officers, as Suſfragants, 


Chancelours , CA/chdearons, Officials, Commiſſaries, and ſuch 
like. Alſo, They With their Canons and Courts are drawen out 
of the Popes [ bop, take pon them(Wwhich is moZt horrible )the 


rule of Gods Church, thru/tins away moſt ſacrileetouſly that ordey 


Which Chrii# hath left in his Charch and Which the Primitive 
Church hath vſed, yea robbinz the Church of lawful Paftors, Elders, 
and Deacons, And, Ina few Words to ſpeak What We meant, 
Eyther muu/t We have 4 —= miniftery of God,ef a right govern- | 
ment of his Church, according tothe Scriptures ſet vp(both Which 

we lack) oy el5there can ve no right Religion,nor yet for contem}t | 


thereof can Gods plagues be from vs any While dcferred. Thus 


& much more have ſundry of themſelves written in for- 


' mer tymes , how ever it be that now they would ſeem | 


to plead otherwiſe. 
But to let themalone,by this may appeare how need- 
full itis for all, both Miniſters and people, to take heed | 


\ to their wayes, and to lay them to heart, Towching the | 


Miniſters, it ſhould herein be with them, as it was with | 


Tohn Baptif#, who proved his calling by the word to be 
from heaven, 10h. 1. 22. 23. Wih Mat. 21. 25. And they | 
.. thatare in deed true Miniſters, will have ſpeciall care | 
_ andalway beableto ſhew their offices and callings to be } 
of the Lord, from heaven, approved by his word. 


So 
wcre 


were the Prieſts and Prophets in the tyme: of the Law: 


 Sowere alſo the Apoſtles and Miniſters of the Primitive: 


Churches vnder the Goſpell: Yea & Chriſt himſelf like- 
wiſe. Andif we may certainely affirme,that the Chriſt 
who cannot approve his calling:by the Scripture is not 
the true Chriſt, but a falſe Chriſt, and therefore to be 
avoyded, notwithſtanding any truth he ptofeſſeth and 
publiſheth : then may weas ſurely conclude, that the 


Miniſters which cannot prove their callings by the word. 


of God arefalſe Miniſters,and therefore notto be joyned 


withall , whatſoever truth they teach or bring withthem. 


| otherwiſe, And if the Prophets, Apoſtles, lohn Baptiſt; 
& Chriſt himſelf would nor take this honour vnto them, 


to be priviledged from having and ſhewing warrant of . 


their callings out ofthe word of God: who and whatare 


the Miniſters ofthe Church of England, that they ſhould 
beexempt from this ſo equall, ſo needfull, ſo generall 2 
condition ? And ifthey be not exempt, why are they 


not ready and carefull to ſhew ir,tor the ſatiſtying of 0— 


thers, .and defence of themſelves? $2712 

© And tor the people (howſoever the Miniſters do) it 
ſhould .be with them,as it was with the children of Reu. 
\ benand the children of Gad and half tribe of Manaſles, 


whoſayd, God forbid,that we ſhould rebe!! agaznft the Lord, &r 


turne away this day from the Lord to build an altar for burnt-of- 
bing, for meat offring , or for ſacriftce,ſave the altar of the Lord 
our God, that is before his tabernacle. ſh. 22, 29. So ſhould 
all Chriſtians be likewiſe mynded and fay, Far be it from 
vs, that we ſhould rebell againſt the Lord Teſus Chriſt,8: 
turnethis day from him, in appointing for our ſelves (or 
ſubmitting our ſelves vnto} any officcor calling, for the 
adminiſtration of the word, prayer, or Sacraments, ſave 
onely that Miniſtery which Chriſt onr Saviour hath ap- 
Pointed in his word. Of which fort becauſe theſe Mini- 
| M 2 ltcrs 


Leainſ! hearing the Miniff. of Fnel. fY 


02 The 7. Reaſon: © © 
Kers of the Church of England are not, far be it thatwe 
ſhould rebell againſt the Lord our God, and turne away. 
_ fro him in receiving of them, in mainteyning or ſubmit. 
ting ourſelves vato them, by hearing of them or com- 
municating. with them in their Miniſtery any other 
wayes. b 6:14 « . 
If itbe ſayd, that all that theſe Miniſters do, is to the 
Lord, and that the things which they do are ſuch as he 
hath commaunded, as reading the Scriptures , teaching 
the truth, praying, baptizing, &*c. yetthis doth not help. 
them, nor covereth their ſinne. For beſides that which 
hath ben ſpoken before concerning this poyat, we may 
ſee here by this example, how the Reubeaites and the | 
reſt confeſſed, that although they had built their Altar | 
for the true God, and to ſerve him by no other ſacrifices 
then he required, yet their attempt therein ſhould not- 
withſtanding be rebellion againſt the Lord, and apoſtaſie 
from their God. The ſame likewiſe is to be mynded 
for all falſe Miniſteries 8 deviſes of men in the worſhip 


of God vader the Goſpel. For whatſoever things ar writ- | 


tenaforetyme,they are afore-written for our learning and. 
intracion . Rom. t 5.4. And hitherto of theſe Reaſons, | 
 Nowthe Godof all grace give vs to agree and be 
like myaded in the truth and ſyacerity of the Goſpell of 
 Tefus Chriſt: that wee may ſet our hearts to receive & 
keep whatſoever the Lord hath commanded, and in one 
accord with one mouth may praiſe Godeven 
the Father ofour Lord Ieſus Chriſt: 
To whom be glory and domi- 
- Nion for ever & ever. 
£ Ame, 


IEEXENEYESNTITY 
EPEDEDETEDEDEDLTY 
OTHER ARGVMENTS 


and Reaſons, taken out of divers Books, 


old and new, written by the forward Preachers concer- 
_ ning the Ceremonies, Miniſtery , and govern- 
| Ment ofthe Church of England: 


| Tending to the ſame end and proving the 
ſame thing with the Reaſons 
here beforealledged, 
ip vids, 
That it is not lawfull to heare or con» 
municate with the preſent Mini- 
ſtery of the Church-afſem- 
| bliesofEngland. 


The firſt Argument,taken out of Mr W. Br. Twelve Argu- 
ments, made by him againſt their Ceremonies; and 
thus applyed vntotheir Miniſtery. 


AF Wil. wor ſhip ts ſme: 

£3. To heare or communicate With the preſent Miniſterie 
| of the Church-aſſemblies of England, in Church Service in mancy 
'- and forme preſcribed,  aWil-worſhip. Ergo 

To heare or communicate With that Minifterie ts fmme. 


The Propofition cannot be denied, for the Apoſtle 
Paul plainely condemneth Wil-worſhip. 
The Aſſumption may thus be proved:  _ 
AU pars of Divine Service and Worſhip, impoſed onely by the 
will and pleaſure of Man, vpon the communicants in Divine 
4 | | AS dere 
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S&T: het. Aron | © 
Service,and that of neceſity to be done , « Wil-worſhip, -- © 
But to heart or' communicate With the preſent Miniſtery of 
zhe Church-aſſemblies of England, in Church Service in maner & 
forme preſcribed, is 1, a part of Divine Service and Worſhip, 
2.:mpoſed onely by the pleaſare > Will of Men, vpon the Commni. 
cants in Divine Service, 3.0t neceſiity to be done therin.Ergo, 
" To heare or communicate With the preſent Mini/terie of the 
Church. aſſemblies of Eneland in maner and forme preſcribed, ts a 
Wil-worſ hip. Ef. 
The Propoſition js as.cleare as the Sunne at noone day, 
The Aſſumption hath three parts: 
I. The firſt is, That to heare or communicate With the pre- 
ſent Miniferie of the Churchof England, &«. is a part of Divine 
Worſhip and Service, Which cannot be denyed. 
' 2. The ſecondpart of the Aſſumption is:Thar z? 7s 1m: 
poſed onety upon the pleaſure and Will of man. Which is evi- 
dent, ſcing Man impoſeth it vpon man, & God hath not 
in his word appointed their Offices callings and admini- 
ſtration, neyther required any,to comunicate with them 
1n Church lervice, in manerand forme preſcribed. Tow- 
"ching which, beſides that we have ſpoken in the former 
Reaſons, ſee in their owne books what themſelves have 
_ Publiſhed; a.proof whereafin ſundry particulars we have 
given both heretofore, and in, this preſent Treatiſe. 
3. The third part of the Aſſumprion is: That 21 is of ve- 
ceſity to be done in Divine Service, Which is alſo out of all 
doubt : For the people ſtand bound to heare & comunt- 
cate with them, vpon payne of ſuſpenſion, excomunica- 
tion, paying twenty pound amoneth,&c. and God muſt 
have no ſolemne Worſhip.in England |, except it bein 
communion with theſame. KC N31 
Vponall this it followes, Thar to heare and communteate 
With the preſent Minifterie of the Chdrch-aſſemblies of England 
in maner & forme preſcribed,ss to do that Which is a part of Di- 
Vine Worſhip #mpoſed onely by the Will of Man, &'c, 
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Thc ſecond Argument, taken out of 
the ſame Treauſe. 


| | 


I T is a ſme againſt God for Chriftians to partake With the 
L Mini/terie of ſuch, as accounting themſelves to be ſervants of 
lefus Chriit, yet doin the execution of therr Miniſtery,give ſpects 
all Honour to _Antichrift and bis Officers. 2 

But the MiniFerie of the Church of England is ſuch,as the Mz- 
nifters account themſelves to be ſervants of leſus Chriſt, and yes 
in the execution of their Minifterie , give ſpectall Honour to An- 
richrift and his Officers, Ergo, 

It is a ſinne <Inry God for Chriitians t0 partake 


niſterie of the Church of England. 


with the Mi- 


The Propoſition is manifeſt and cleare to any that 
have an eyeof Reaſonand any light of Divinity ſhining 
init. Forwhich ſee, 2 Gor, 6, 14--17. Rev. 18, 4 | 

The Aſſumption hath two parts; Firſt, zhat the Mzni- 
Hers of the Church, of Eneland, account themſelves to be ſervants. 
of leſus Chrift, Which themſelves will freely graunt. For. 
here they ſay, that by Way of Excellencythey are ſo. 

The ſecondis, that they do tn the execution of their Mini- 

fterie,zive ſpeciall honour to Amtichriit & his Officers, Which 

Is proved(If our adverſaries will graunt, that the Pope is 
Antichriſt, and the Prelates Antichriſtian officers) by 
this reaſon. | : 


Such a conformity to tr Antichriſt and his Officers in the Mint- 
fterie, as is not onely beſides the Word of God, but in a ſpecial ma- 
ner derogatorie | ro all reformed Churches that bave depar- 
ted from the Synagogue of Rome, is a ſpecial honour 10 CAnit- 
chritt and his Officers, | 


4 


But the exetution of the Miniſtery of the Charch of England, is 
fuch a conformity to Antichriit and his Officers, FErgo, 

The execuion of that (Miniſterie, in the manner a forefad ft] 
fo give ſpectall honour to Antichriit and bis Officers , 


The Propoſition is without exception . 

The Aſſumption is thus proved: 

+ To execute a Minifterie under Amtichriſts Hierarchie, and 
that alſo by vertue of a calling received according to the popiſh or- 
dering of Miniſters , Which is not onely ſtraunge from the Word 
#fGod and the wſe of all well reformed Churches in the World, 
but is alſo drawen out of the Popes pomtificall, Wherein he ſhew- - 
eth himfelt to be Antichriſt moi? lively , that is ro have confor- 
mity With Antichriſt and hs Officers as is aforeſaid. 

© But ſuch is the execution of the Miniſterie he Church of En- 
gland. Ergo, I | 
It i510 have contormity With Antichri and his Officers asis 


aforeſaid. 


 ThePropofition they will not gaineſay. 

The Afſumption they have graunted and publiſhed, 
vids, That they have an Antichriftian Hierarchie and popiſh or- 
dering of  Minitters, raunce from the Word of God and the wſe 
of all vvell reformed Churches in the World, And, that their Pox- 
ricfrall Whereby they conſecrate Biſhops and make Miniſters and 
Deacons,ss nothing els but a thing word for Word drawen out of 
the Popes pontificall, wherein be (heweth himſelf io be Antichrilt 
mo? lively, A dmon. to Parliam, treatiſe 2. ſection 14+ 


The third Argument, taken out of the ſame book'of Mr Bradſh. 
Twelve Arguments, and out of the London Miniſters Ex- 
cepttons,and Lincolnthire Miniſters Abridgement &c, 


| ſuch be the eſtate of the Miniitery of the Church. aſſemblies 
of England, as they are bound in their Miniftration wnto ſuch 
things, as the wſing of them in Church Service in manner and 
forme preſert bed, is a Wil-worſbip , a giving of ſpeciall Honour to 
Amichriſt and his members, a performing of Honour more then 
evill (even a Religions)onely to an humane Power and Amhority; 
4 Warranting of the like wſe of tewiſh, Turkiſh, Paganiſh, or 
Popiſh obſervations, a doine of ſchiſmaticall Actions; an having of 

iritgall Comunio with the Taolatrous Papiſts in the mySteries of 
their Idolatrie and Superſ{ition,a mingling of Profane things With 
Divine; an vſmg of unlawfull things in Drvine Worſhip; an ad- 
miniſtring of Sacraments that are not of divine inftitution, 4 jo= 
lemne acknowledging of fpirituall Homage , to the ſpirituall vſur- 
ped authority of Lord Archbiſ hops & Biſhops, anw/ing of humane 
Traditions and Rites entoyned to be performed in Gods Worſhip, 
45 neceſſarie to ſalvation; an apparant meanes of the Damnation 
of the ſowles of infinite numbers of men, confirming them in Su- 
perſlition and Idalatry; a diferacing of the boly Scripture; a pro- 
faning of the Sacraments; an approving of Popiſh errours, 
and manifeft untruths ; an obſerving of a Leiturgie Which in 
the Whole matter and forme thereof, 15 too like vnto the Maſſe= 
book, and hath in it ſundry things contrary to the Word ol God, 
&c. If fuch( I ſay) be the eate of the Maniſterie of the Church. 
aſſemblies of England, then is it not lawiull to communicate with 
them therein. | 

But [uch is the eſtate of the Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblies 
of Eneland, | Ergo, ii : 
It is not lawfall to communicate with them therein. te 
g [jon 


- as 


98+ The third Aroument 
| The conſequence of the Propoſition is proved by ſun- 
* 4ridge- dry reaſons. alledged * by the Lincolneſhire Miniſters, 
ment of the though vrged by them but againſt the vſe of their Cere. 


b delive- , "” 
= Ns, monies : which we will now apply vnto the communi- 


zeſty , bythe cating with their Miniſteric and miniſtration aforeſaid, 
Lincolneſhire 
Minifters, p. 1. By the ſecond commandement, which forbids all provocation 
I7.@c. vntoſpiritual-formicatis,as the ſeventh doth voto that which 1s carnall. 
- 2. By the commandement and direftion God hath given vsin his 
word, f'to ſeparate our ſelves from Idolaters a4 Antichriitiþns, and to 
be as vnlike voto them as may be, ſpecially 1n their religious obſeryggi- 
Ons; | to aboliſh not onely all Idols bur all the inſtruments of Idolarrie, 
and that ſo as we may bzit ſhew our + vemoſt deteſtation to them and 
*root out the verte memory of them, 8&c. fLever. 14.3. 4 andlyg.iy, 
237,28, Exod. 23. 24. Dent. 14. I. and 12.4, 30, 32, 4 Cor, 6. 14-14, 
Apoce. 18. 4, | Ger. 35,2, 4.Num,. 33. 52. Deut, 12.2.3. 3 King.2g. 
'#, $+ Eſa. 27. 9. ando, 22.23, Zeph, 1, 4, Apota 2, 14: 420.' FDeut, 
27.25.20. and 9,21, 1 Chron. 14.1. 2 King. 18. 4. and2g3,06.8, Eſa. 
$9.22. Indezz, * Exod. 23.13. Deut.12.3. Joſh 23.7. Zach. 13. 
' 3. By the equity & reaſons of theſe commandements which we find 
ferdown in holy Scripture. v-dz, 7. The dereſtation which the Lord 
our God (being a jelous God) bearech vato Idolarry and all the inftru- 
ments and tokens thereof, as yato ſpirituall whoredome. Exod. 20. x, 
E. Dent. 7.25.26. 2. That wecannot be ſaid fincerely to have. 
repented of the Anrichritien;ſme 1dolatric or ſuperſtition whereby we 
orour forefathers have provoked the Lord, vnles we be athamed of 
and caſt away with dereſtation all the inſtruments and monuments of 
it. 2 Chrox. $3.15. Eſa.r. 24.29. Aand:,v.8. 9.20. andzo. 9.10,11, 
22, 2 Cor, 7.17, 3. That we ſhalbein dangerrto be corrupted in 
Religion and doftrine, and to be brought to ruine and deſtruction, if 
we conformeour ſelves to Idolaters e&& 4»:/chrif:425in their Miniſterie, 
miniſtration, ceremonies, & reteyne or partake wich the monuments 
of their fuperſtition, yea if we ſhew not al deteſtation vnto them. Exod. 
34,123.15. Deut. 7. 4+ 25.206. Indp. 2.13. Gal.t. 5. Rev, 
18. 4. \  £- That our keeping of communion With the Miniſters 
Inſuch Miniftration , wilt be a ſpeciall meane to harden them in that 
yngodlynes.' Ezech. 16, 54. 1Cor, #.10. 5. That ſeing the Prelates 
are reveiled to be great Antichriſts, and their Miniiterie and conftitutt- 
ns to be great troublers of the Church ar this day,it cannot but be ve- 
* ty finfull and hurtfull co reteyne or communicate with them. 2 Theſ.3. 
3- 4.8. 9,10,11,12. Apoc. 17. and 18. chap. Lev. 18. 3. 


+By.che juigment of che godly learacd ofall Churches & _—_— 


The third Areument | 


have conſtantly raught and given teſtimony to this truth, that C 199 
ans are bound to forſake and calt of the Miniſtration ceremonies & re« 
ligious cuſtomes of Pagans lewes Anrichriftiens Idolaters & Hereticks, 
and carefully to ſhun all conformity with them therein, 


And hitherto of ſuch reaſons as are alledged by the 
Lincolneſhire Miniſters, as is aforeſaid. Now for further 
confirmation of the Propoſition, I will alſo annex theſe 
following ; being of like nature with the former. 

I. The conſideration of the many finnes, and thoſe al- 
ſo.grcatand grievous, which cnſue vpon ſuch practiſe: 
as may appeare by the particulars noted here in the Pro- 
poſition ,& proſecuted in their Books. 

2. Becauſe the ſecond commandement forbiddeth 
not onely zhe making, butallo rhe bowing downe to any in- 
ventions & conſtitutions of men in the worſhip of God: 
And this prohibition of bowrmg downe, includeth not one- 
ly thoſe that vſe them,but ſuch alſoas communicate with 
them therein . Exod, 20. 5. 

3. Becauſethe Lord requireth of vs to ſhew all vtter- 
moſt deteſtation and forſaking of them, both by word 8 
deed, even caſting them away as menſtruous cloths, and 
laying vntothem, Get you hence. Eſa. 30.22. _ 

4+ Becauſe the impoſition 86 obſervation of the things 
aforcſayd, is not onely vpon the Miniſters, but vpon the 
people alſo, 8 that both in their own perfons and in their 
children. And why ſhould not the people aſwel as the 
Miniſters ſtand faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath 
made them free, and not be intangled agayne with the 
yoke of bondage? Gal. x. 1. 

5.Becauſe the Lord hath not required this at our hands, 
that we ſhould ſerve him by ſuch a Miniſterie and Mint- 
ſtration . F/r. 1. 12. S, 

6. And finally, becauſe the Lord hath ftraitly enjoyne 
vs to forfake all humane deviſes in his worſhip, and not 

| ||| 02 at 


—_ The 4. Arenument | 

_atallto partake with any of the ſinnes of Babylon. De; 
g-chap. Rev. 18,4. aud 22.18.19, Of which ſort, both 
they and we have proved that theſe are: as may be ſeen 
in their books and ours written hereabout . And thus 
much of the Propoſition. 40h 


The Aſſumption is proved by Mr Bradſh, in his Twelve 
Areunens, by the London Miniſters in their Exceptions, 
and by the Lincolnefhire Miniſters. in their Ab7idgement 
of the Book delivered to his: Maicſty: pa. 2-70. &c. compa- 
red with he Canons of Anas 1503, &c. The Arguments & 
other Treatiſfes of the Miniſters, ſhew the nature and ve 
of the things enioyned to be of ſuch conſequence . The 
Canons of the Convocation and other Lawes and con- 
ſtitutions of their Church, ſhew that the Miniſters are 
bound to ſuch a Miniſtration : And that vpon payne of 
ſuſpenſion, deprivation, degradation, excommunicati- 

 ®remoyasl of ON, QC. th | 
Imput of De- Wherevpon ſome of them have written, that * aw! 
ca _— Paul hinſelf, if he were living, ſhould be permitted to con. 
p.z56.  Tinuehs funition, it he Would not contorme: And, * the Whole 
Er Bradſb. Solemne Worſhip and Miniiterie of Iefus mui? (foupe and yeeld 
gum. Ile 70 theſe, And theſe mnit not Foupe or yeeld to them, Which 
howloever they apply moſt vnto their Ceremonies, yet _ 
the grounds of thetr Arguments imply it alſo vpon 

their Miniſtery, and vpon the partakers there- 
with: as may appeare by that which 
hath ben ſayd before;& which 

hereafter followeth. 
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The fourth Argument, taken out of the Admonitions 
co the Parliament, written by the Preachers 
ſeeking reformation, 


F the Offices of the Archbiſhops , Archaeacons, Lordbiſ hops, 
Suffraganes, Par ſons, Vicars, Pariſh prieits, Stipendaries, and 
the reſt of that ſort in the Church of Enzland, be Aantichriftian & 
contrarie to the Scriptures: thenthe people of God may not heare 
or otherwiſe partake With their Mimi#terie in the Worſhip of God. 
But the Offices of the Archbiſhops, Archdeacons, Lord- 
biſhops, Sufſraganes, Parſons, Vicars, Pariſh prieits, Stipendaries, 
and the veſt of that ſort in the Church of England, are Antichri= 
Jian and contrarie to the Scriptures. 
 Thereforethe people of God may not heare or otherwiſe par 
take With cheir Miniſtery in the Worſhip of God , 


The Propoſition needs no proof. For what communi- 
on hath light with darknes ? And what concord hath 
* Chriſt with Belial? 2 Coy. 6. 14-17. Rev. 14. 9--12., 4nd 
I9. 4. 4nd 22.18.19, | 

The Aſſumption is their owne ſaying, and their plea 

for reformation many yeares ſince. «tAdmonition to 

the Parliam, treatiſe, 1. and 2. ſetii0n, 14. 18. 
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The fift Argument , taken out of the Offer of Conference. 
or diſputation, tendered by ſome of the ſilenced & de. | 
prived Miniſters,to the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, &c. 


I F theſe Propoſi:ions be true, 1. That all matters meerly Fc. | 
Acleſiaſticall, Which are laWfully impoſed _ any Church, are 
ſach as may be concluded neceſſarily from the Wwruten Word of | 
God: 2, That all humane Ordinances vſed onely or {pays mn | 
God; Worſhip, Wherevnto they are not neceſſarie / themſelves, | 
are ſimply unlawiall; 3, That every true viſible Churche| | 
Chriſt ts ſuch a ſpirituall Body polirick, as is ſpectally inſtituted by 
- Chrif# or hu Apoſtles inthe NewTeflament: 4. That eve. | 
| Ty true viſible Church of Chriſt or ordinary Aſſembiy of the | 
faithfull, hath by Chrifts ordinance power init ſelf, immediate. | 
Ly vnaer Chrift, to ele? and ordeyne, deprive and aepoſe their | 
Miniſters,& to execute all other EccleſiaFicall Cenſures: 5.That | 
the Paſtor of a particular Congregation ts the higheſt ordinary | 
Cleſiafticall Officer in any true conflituted viſible Church i | 
'Chriſf: 6, That it is the Office of every true Paitor to feach | 
and to govern ſpiritually onely one Church or Congregation im- | 
mediately under Chrit: +5. That the Office & Callin | 
Provinciall and Dioceſan Prelates rs contrary to the Word of God: 
Tf (Tſay) theſe Propoſitions be true, then is is not lawſull to hear | 
or have any ſpirituall communion With the preſent Miniſtery of the | 
Church- aſſemblies of Enzland. Wii | 
But the Propoſitions aforeſaid are true. 
Therefore it s not lantul to heare or have any ſpiritual com- | 
munon With the preſent Miniterie of the Church-aſſembites of 
England, | — Jo! 


The Major is of neceſſary conſequence, and nottobe 


denyed: 1. Becauſe their Eccleſiaſticall matters Conllt 
cutions | 


Aeainſt the Mini77. of Engl. T-93 
tutions Offices & Miniſtration,called intoqueſtion,can- 
not be concluded from the written word of God ; but are 
Humane Ordinances, never inſtituted by Chriſt or. his 
Apoſtles : And therefore are vnlaywtull to be received or 
bowed vnto in Gods worſhip . Exod. 20. 4. 5,4nd 23. 13. 
24. Dent, 12. 28---32. 2 Cor. 6. 14---77. 1 Tim, 5.22. and | 
6. 13.14. Jude, ver. 3. & 23. Rev.22.18, 19. - 111 

2. Becauſe by the conſequence of theſe Propoſitions, 
they have not in their eſtateeyther true Churches or true 
Miniſters. And with falſe Churches and falſe Miniſters, 
we may not have any ſpirituall communion. Hof. 4. 15. 
AMOS. 4.4.5. Toh. 10. 5. Reve. 14. 9--12. 41d 18: 4.5. 

3- Neyther can it be but that ſuch practiſe muſt needs 
imply in them which do it, that eyther they hold the Pro- 
poſitions aforeſayd to be falſe ( which they averr to be 
true) or at leaſt that they walk corruptly & halt between 
two opinions . 1 A772. 18,21, 


The Minor is profeſſed and publiſhed by themſelves, 
and offered to be wainteyned againſt the Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops and all their adherents, by the late filenced 
and deprived Miniſters in England. Offer of Conference, 

40. Is 2. 
: Wherealſo note, how themſelves hold it lawfull,vpon -Þ 
the Prelates proceedings, that * both the Miniſters and peo- *ojp.r of Con 
ple of the Church-aſſemblies of England may leave their ordinarie ference, pag. 
fanding in thoſe Churches, Which if it prove not #- 
a lawfull ſeparation like ours, 
it wilbe found to be a 
very ſchiſme among 
themſelves. 
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The fixt Argumenr, taken out of divers Treatiſes written in 
behalt of che Miniſters of Deyonſhire, Cornwall, Lin. 
colnſhire 8c. alſo out of the Admonitions to the Par« 


liamer,8& out of Mr Cartwrights,Mr Vdals,Mr Iacobs, | 
& other of their books, written of like argument, | 
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F theſe Afertions be true, 1. That that Church-callng for | 
which the Scripture giveth no expreſſe Warrant, tis meerly v. | 
ſarped & witerly unlanfull: 2, That as it is not lawful to bringin | 
any ſ{raunge barin , ſo tit not laWofull. ro teach the ta | 
doctrine , vnaer the name of any other tunttion then # inſtiinted | 
by God, And, that God hath not onely ordeyned that the Word | 
ſhould be preached, but hath ordeyned alſs in What order andby | 
Whom it ſhould be preached: 3. That the Word of God comtey. | 
wed inthe Writings of the Prophets and Apoitles, is of abſolute. | 
perfection, given by Chriſt the head of the Church, tobe unto þ 
the ſame, the ſole Canon and rule of all matters of Religion , and | 
#he Worſ hip and ſervice of God Whatever : And that Whatſe. | 
ever done inthe ſame ſervice and Worſhip cannot be iuitifyed by | 
the ſaid Word, is onlanfull: 4. That 4 true viſible Charchu | 
a company of men, ordinarily ioynine together inthe erue Worſoy | 
of God: And, that all ſuch Churches aud Congregations, commu- | 
picating after that maner together , in divine Worſhip , are in | 
all eccleſiaſtical matters equall, and of the ſame poWer and amin- | 
rity, and that by the Word and Will of God they onght to have the 
ſame ſpiritual priviledees, prerogatives, officers, admintitration, | 
orders, and Formes of divine Worſhip: 5. That every efta- | 
bliſhed Church or Congregation ought to have thoſe ſpirituall o- 
ficers and Miniſters Which are entyned by Chriſt in the new 
Teſtament ,and noother: 6. That the ground of Church-g6- 
vernment, uthe Kintly tunition of Chrii?, Who « the my , f A | 
3 N-1>. Pr HTC, 


| 


Aeatnft the CMiniſt, of Etel. 105 
Charch , and Whom it properly concernes 10 make lawes by Which 
pp governe the Church, ©, That the Scripture hath deliuc- 
red anexadt plaitorme of Pollicte for the Houſe of Cod Whichs the 
Church: And, The Word of God deſertbeth perfitly unto vs, that 
form of governing the Church W® is larful,& the off cers that are 
70 execute the ſame ; from the Which no Chriſltan Church ought 
zo ſwarve. &. That the forme of Church-governement in En- 
gland is an Humane ordinice; yea & the very ſame,by Which An- 
tichrift roſe unto bts intolerable Tyr anny in Geds Church, g.That 
it robbeth the Church of laWtall Paſtors, Elders, and Deacons. 
10. That Dioceſan Biſhops have n0t any place nor part at all in 
any true and proper viſible Church of Chriff, 11. That it « 
the natura!l and immutable office of a Pa#tor both to Teach and ro 
Governe (With the aſaſtance of other Elders )his owne flock, 12. 
That the right & true Diſcipline Eccleſiafticall in each proper Viſe. 
ble Church, ts one mayne part of the ordinarie meanes of ſalvats. 
01 appointed by God for every ſoule : and that this inthe Church 
of England is viterly Wanting, 13. That Dioceſan Biſhops, 
. bj ( by neceſſarie conſequence) deny Chriſt the Saviour to 
| beour intire and perted? Prophet and ſpirituall King ( by taking 

away from him ſome proper parts of his Propheticall and Kingly | 

Offices ) , impuene the Foundation of ſaving faith, and are contra- | 
| rieztoGods Word. 14. That Chrift ts the onely teacher of his 
| Church, and appointer of all meanes Whereby We {hould be taught 

and admoniſhed of any holy dutie, 5 Wehatſoever he hath thought 

good toteach hs Church, and the meanes Whereby, he hath 

perfitly ſex downe in the holy Scriptures, ſo that to acknowledge 4- 

ny t her meanes of teaching and admoni| bing vsof our duty then 

fuch as he hath appointed, ts toreceive another teacher into the 
the Church beſides him, and to confeſſe ſome imper fettion in thife 
meanes he hath ordeyned to teach vs by: If theſe Aſſertions 

(I ſay) be true then is it unlawfall to have communion With the 


BS P'eſenr Miniftery of the Church-aſſemblies of England, 0 
28 ||; Gf: Bup 


1106  * Theſint Arewnermt” 
Bit the foreſaid Afﬀertions are true : 


- * Therefore it © wplawfall to have communion With the preſent 


CMmterie of the Church-aſemblies of Enzland. 


The Propoſition agreeth with that of the former Ar. 
© gument, and addeth weight vnto it . For, beſides that Þ 
-  Whichthere is ſayd,it cannot ſtand with the Homage dug 
ynto Chriſt the King and Head of the Church; with the F 
ſound acknowledgemenr of the ſufficiency of the $ crip. Þ 
ture & word of God;with the carefull viing of the means 
_ offalvationappointed by God+for every ſoule; with the 
faithfull renouncing of all humane ordinances in God 
worſhip, and vtter deteſtation of Antichriſt, &c.to have Þ 
comunion with the Miniſtecie of the Church-aſſemblies } 
_ of England: feing they are not lawfull Paſtors or Mini- 
ſters, having the naturall and immutable Offices appoin- | 
ted by Chriſt, nor performing the worſhip of Godaccor. | 
ding to the Canon of his word, but ſtand_in ſubieRion t 
to Provinciall and Dioceſan Biſhops, receiving their Mi. | 
niſtery from them, and executing it vnder them , who | 
are contrary to Gods word, and againſt the Prophecy & | 
Kingdome of ITeſus Chriſt: &c. So as to heare and com- | 
municate with their Miniſtery, were to worſhip God ak | 
'teran vnlawfull maner, and'to acknowledge other office F 
and meanes of teaching and governing the Church, then 
ſuch as Chriſt hath appointed: and conſequently tore 
ccive an other Teacher & King into the Church beſides | 
him, and to confeſſe ſome imperfection in thoſe office | 
and meanes which he hath ordeyned to teach & govern 


vs by. &«c, 


The Aſſumption is their owne, acknowledged & cot- | 


firmed by themlelves in divers of their books : Name 


Againſt the Miniſt. of Engl. 109! 
The Removal of certaine Imputations layd 1pon the MzneHerso f" 
Dew0n: and CornWall, pag. 22. 39. T. C. reply, 1, Pag, $3. 
Emliſh Puritanifme, p. 1.5.6.12.13. 24+ The Demonſiratof 
Diſcipl. p32 1. Aamonit, 10 the Parliam. treatiſe, 1. and2., Ser. 
mon on Rom. 12. pag. 36. 37, Myr Iacobs Reaſons proving nes 
ceſfity of reforming the Churches in England, pag. 33. 35-S1.'S2e 
53.The Abridgement of the Book aeltverea to his Maieſly bythe 
Lincolnſhire Miniſi: pag. 31, 32.77+ 78. Oc. Kt 


And let it here be obſerved, that although the caſe be 
thus cleare, by their owne writings,againſttheir Church ,, _ 
and Miniſtery: yet * they ceaſe not to impute ſchiſmevn- —_ 
| tovs for ſeparating from them in ſuch eſtate; they pre- Londen Mins 
tend that the mayne cauſe of our ſeparation,ss becauſe of their Ce. fr Pr _ . 
remonies, they hold and plead that the Churches of England, \;. Hilderf, 
as they be eftabli{ hed by publik Amthority , are true viſible Chur- Mr Stones, 
chesof Chrift; and that their Miniiters, are faithtull Pafory, *her1 wri- 
and irue Minifters of Christ, &c. Accuſations, pretences, TO 
opinions and pleas , that ſort very ill with their Propoſl- 
tions and Afſertions: andare ſo much the more ſtraunge 
in them, as they have, befides all the former Poſitions & 
many other the like , affirmed exprefſely, that they lack 
both arieht Minifterie of God, & a right governmt of hu Church + 
according to the Scriptures, that they bave an Amtichriftian hie- 
rarchje, & a Leiturgy culled & picked out of the Popiſh dunghil 
the Maſſebook fullof all abominations, and that the controverſie 
b:rwixt the Prelates & them,s not for acap a tip pet or a ſurplus, 
but for greater matters concerning a true Miniſterie and Regi- 
ment of the Church according 10 the Word. Which being once e- 
ſfabliſhed, the other melt aWay of themſelves, Aadmon. to 


the Parliam, treatiſe, 1. & 2. 
Thus have they written and iudged themſelves here- 


tofore, Now iftheir Church and Miniſtery were akered, 
O 2 | it 


(3. The fixt Argument. 
it would be knowen. But ſeing it is not, how is it that 
they keep not more to the greater matters in controver. 
fie; but infiſt ſo much vpon the leſſer , which would met 
away of themſetves if the other vere once eftabliſhed? And 
why blame they vs, for ſeparating from their falſe Mini. 
Kerie, vnlawfull worſhip, and Babyloniſh conſtitution. 
of their Church? Or why conſider they not, thatthe 
extentof their Propoſitions and Aſertions reacheth, not 
onely to their Ceremonies, but alſo to their Miniſtery, 

Leiturgie,and Church it ſelf? 

Now therefore if they can make to accord together, 

_ their judgement with their practiſe, their writings with 

their walking: it is more then tyme & needfull that the 
_ didit, &thatthey did it ſoundly from the word of God 3 

For as yet whatdo they els, but with one mouth both 

blefſeand curſe; and with the one hand build 
vp that which with the other they 
deſtroy, and ſo make them- 
ſelves treſpaſlers? 
| Gal.2.18. 
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The 7. 


The ſeventh Argument, taken out of Mr Brad ſh. 
book aforeſaid: $:dz, out of the tenth 
Argument of that Treatiſe, 


T 14 4 ſinne againit Chriſt the ſole Head of the Church, to have 
irituall communion With thoſe CMinifters, Which inthe 
| adminiitrationot Divine things , do eyther by Word or deed, ſo- 

| lemmely profeſſe &yeeld a fpirituall Homage, to an vfurpedſpirt= 
zuall amthority in the Church. | 

But the Miniſters of the Church-aſſemblies of Eneland, do 
even in the adminiitration of Divine things, by ſolemne deed, 
profeſſe and yeeld a ſpirituall Homage, to the ſpirituall amhority 
of Lord Archbiſhops and Biſhops , Which u wſurped. Ergo, 
Its a ſume againſt Chriſt the ſole head of the Church to. 
have ſpirituall commanion With the Miniſters of the Church 
aſſemblies of Enelayd. 


The Propoſition may not be gaineſaid: For all ſpiritu. 
all power vſurped over the Churches of God, is an An- 
tichriſtian authority, and to communicate with thoſe 
Miniſters which profeſle ſpirituall homage therevnto, is 
tocommunicate with ſuch as profeſle ſpiritual homage 
vnto Antichriſt, which muſt needs be afin againſt Chriſt 
the ſole head of the Church. 

The Aſſumption hath two parts: 5 - 

I. That the Miniers of the Church of England ao even.1n 
the adminiſtration of Divine things, by ſolemne deed, profeſſe and 
jeeldaſpiritaall Homage to the ſpiritnall authoritie of Archbiſhops 
«nd Lord Biſhops, Els | 

Which is moſt evident, becauſe they preachthe word 
and adminiſter the Sacraments by vertue oftheir calling 
received from the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, who 

give them authority herevnto at theix ordination, 
WW rr 7 | ES; _ +daying 


rg Prieits 
fol, 14, 


j ®Book of orde- 


TIO | The ſeventh Aroument | 
ſaying to every one of them, * Take thow authority to 


preach the Word of God , and to Minifter the holy Sacra. 


ments inthe Congreeation , Where thou ſhalt be ſo appoin- 
zed : Which things themſelves cannot deny to be = 
meer Ecclefiaſticall, Religious and ſpirituall Actions, in- 


joyned among them to be done by offices & callings re- 


ceived from the Prelates Eccleſiaſticall and ſpirituall ay- 


thority: So as the doing of them by vertue thereof,muſt 


needs be aſolemne declaration of ſpitituall homage yeel- 


 dedrothe ſame authority. | 


2. The ſecond part of the Aſſumption is: Thar the aw 
thority of their Lord _Archbiſhops and Biſhops ts an wſurped au- 


#hority. The confirmation whereof, Mr Bradlh. ſetteth 


downe in theſe words following: 


This is ſufficiently proved of late by Mr cob, inhis r. Aſſertion by 
many reaſons. Onely becauſe the weight of the Argumene leaveth 
ypoa it, I will yſc one Reaſon. | 


Thoſe Officers & Rulers in the Church that make claime to be of 
Divine inſtitution, chalenge to themſelves ApoFolicall authority 
and iuriſdiftion as the onely Succeſſours of the Apoſtles; 10 ſit 
onely in Moſes chaire, To have ſole power of the Keyes, To cnt 
from the viſthle Church, and receive againe : To have power of | 
creating & diſplacing all other eccleſia#ticall officers ; To be the | 
Vniverſall Paitors of Whole Dukedomes and Kinedemes , vnact 
Whom all other Pattors are as Curates, &c. And yet for all this, 


are fuch as ſtand and are ſupported onely by humane Traditions & 


_ Ceremonies, juch as a ctuill Magiſtrate = Without ſane, put out | 


of che Charch, and ſuch as the true Churches of God may renountt | 
(and yet continue he true Church) 4s Amichriftian Vſurpers & | 
 ſpirituall Tyrants: (Iay) all ſuch Officers and Rulers exerciſe 48 | 
urped authoritie in the Church: 1+] Ky | 


 LAearnt! hearing the Wieſt. of Emer. "nr 
But our Arcubiſbops & Biſhops are ſuch Rulers and Officers 4s 
are © areſoid. Er 80, | 
They execute an Vſurped prover over the Church. 


The Propoſition may eaſily be juſtified. For if inferiour officers, 
vdg,, Paſtors of particular Congregations, have had & may have firme 
continuance in the Church, without theſe humane devites and inventi> 
ons; if the Magiſtrate cannot without finn put them ouec of the Church; 
And if thoſe can be no true Churches that renounce to have particular 
Paſtours and Miniſters over them, it muſt much more hold in ſuch 
Church-officers and Rulers as theſe are, if their authority be lawtull & 
good: For whileſt the Apoſtles lived, they needed not wy humane 
Traditions and deviſes to ſupport their authority : The Magiſtrates char 
ſought to put them downe ſinned with a high hand: And that was no 
Church, that renounced and diſclaimed their Office, Authorite and | 


Juri(diftion, 


The Aſſumption is as eaſily juſtified, For 1. they make claime & 
Title to all thoſe Prerogatives before rehearſed in the firſt part of the 
Propoſfition,and vnto more then thar,as ſhalbe proved ifit be denied. 

2. Itisan Embleme of tkeir owne, NO CEREMONIE, NO B/SHOP, 
Ergo, No humane Tradition and Invention,”no Biſhop, Ergo, The office of 
a Biſhop is ſupported. by them eyther onely or ſpecially. 

3- Their Ecclefiaſticall LuriſdiQion is derived from the King, els it 


Is 2 flat deniall of his Supremacie. Alſo themſelves graunr in their laſt - 


Tables of Diſcipline, Thar the King hath power to increaſe or diminiſh 
the Circuir of a Biſhoprick: That he may make two or more Biſhop-_ 
ricks of one, & one Biſhoprick to be two or more : Yea what ſhould 
hinder but that he may divide the Biſhoprick of London into 800. For 
Where God -hath not defined the number of Pariſhes that a Biſhop is 
to reign over, it muſt needs be a thiog indifferent : In which by their 
owne Do@trines the King hath authority without finne, to diſpoſe. 1f 
therefore the King may as well (notwithſtanding any thing in the Law 
of God) give the Keyes ofthe Church to everie particular Paſtour of a 
Congregation, over his owne Congregation, as to a Biſhop overa Di- 
ocefle, which raketh away the very Efſence ofan Engliſh Biſhop, He 
way without finne take away the very Office of the Biſhop, which con- 
fiſts in havingjuriſdiction over many Congregations. &c. 

#. There is notrue 8& ſober Chriftians bur will ſay that the Chur- 
Ches of Scor/and, Fraunce, the low Countries, and other places (that re- 
nounce ſuch Archbiſhops and Biſhops (as ours are) as Antichriſtian 8 
vſurping Prelates ) are true Churches of God: Which they coyld not 


de, it the authoritie and prerogactives they claime to themlelyes, _— 
"M jp 


YI2 nd | eventh Argument, pg 

of Chriſt , and not vſurpec » For ifir were the ordinanee of Chriſt Ie. 
ſus, thatin every Kingdome , that receiveth the Goſpel; there ſhould 
be one Archbiſhop over the whole Kingdome: One Biſhop over ma- 


_ Dy hundred Paſtors in a Kingdome, and all they inveſted with that au- 


2T beſ. 5.27. 
Bſal, 119,59 


> 4. 


thority andjuriſdiftion Apoſltolicall which they claime zre. Divan, tg 
be due vnto them, and to ireſfide in them, by the ordinance of Chriſt, | 
certainely that Church that ſhould renounce and difclatmeſuch an au- 
thority, ordeyned in the Church, cannot be a true Church but a Syna- 
- gogue of Sathan, For they that ſhould:renounce and deny ſuch, muſt 
needs therein renounce 2nd deny Chriſt himſelf. Thus the Aſſump- 
tion is cleared. | 


*  Andthus the cauſeis yeelded, by themſelves: who 
in their owne writings ſpeak and reaſon in ſuch fort, as 
hath ben ſhewed. Which I thought good thus to ap- 
ply to their preſenteſtate, & further manifeſtation ofthe 
truth. Andthus much co6cerning theſe Argumets & Rea- 
ſons. Which now [ leave to the conſideration of all that 
are of judgementand conſcience: exhorting them as they 
lovethe truth and their owne good, to try all things by 
the word of God, to conſider their wayes, and to turn 
their feet into his teſtimonies. | 
 Andl pray the Lord Godof all glorie and goodnes, 


_ todiſcover and conſume the apoſtalte of Antichriſt dat- | 


ly moreand more ; to make the light and power of the 
Golſpell of Chriſt ſhine forth and prevaile againſt all ene 
mies and hinderances; 8 to give his people of all eſtates. 
and nations to walk in the light and comfort thereof, to 
the praiſe of his Name, and eternall life, by Teſus Chriſt: 


_ whois God overall blefſed for ever, Amen. 


— mt a "I 


———— ——__ _ — head 


<3 Ter. 50, 2.9. 

Call together *nany «againſt Babel, all that bend the bow, befiege her rownd 
about , let there be no eſeaping for her : recompenſe her according to her work 
according to all that ſhe hath done, do vnto her : for ſhe hath ben prowde 6+ 
gainft the Lord, againſt the holy ona of iſrael. | 


- 
® 
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' A Table of ſome principall things 
conteyned in this Treatiſe, 


Hat it as 102 Iawfull to heare or have any ſpirituall communs- 
on With other Minifterie then that Which Chrift hath given 
wno by Church, = _. pag. 1,17. $I. 63.70. 78. 
4 7. 03+ & C, 5 | 
That the Miniftery ezven by Chriſt , rs of Apoſtles, Prophets, 
Foangelifts , Paſtors and Teachers , ſpoken. of Ephele 4+ 
þ.20 4. fo 7o 22.09%, | K: 
That the Miniſters of the Church of England are none of 


theſe. n [4 —— pc. 
- Of the obieftion made about hearing the Scrabes and Pha- + 
Piſces, ——— — | nun . ; "74, 


. That the Miniſtery of the Church of Engl, is the MimtHe- 
1 of Antichriſts Apoſtaſie « = þ. 18. Oe 
Ot the Prelates being ſpirituall Lords , Dioceſan and Pro- 
vinciall Biſ hops , Amtichriſtian wfurpers, &C,——p.19.&c. 4nd 
P. 70. 7I., 191, 192. IIO. nf. 4 6X. 
' * Of the examples of Timothee and Titus alledeed far 
them, | —J h "$133 
Two Dmeſtions, about the ordinance of Chriſt, and the 
apoſtafie of Amtichrif# , tonching the Miniftery and governe- 


ment of the Church,ommes —— 

How the Minifers of the Church *f England are made 
Deacons, PriefFs, Biſhops and Archbiſhops: And Wherevnto 
they ſubſcribe, OO — Pe 30-Ofce 
That the Mimittery of that Church obeyeth not Chri#t in his 
#1dinance 45 their Prophet Prieft and King, -——— Þþ. 39. 105» 
 Thautit's ſet againſt and exalted above the hoty mg 

on 


TT} Talc. . 
and conf7;tutions of Chriſt ” EIN — —— pe 41; 
' That it apperteyneth not properly to any eftateycivill or eccle; 
ſuaſticall, but onely tothe body ana religion of Antichriſt p.42.,42, 
 Thatthe King may and ought to ſuppreſſe it throughout fa 
Domintons, | : Þ. 44. 
That the Lord Will aboliſh it, by the light and poner 
of hi Gappell, With the ſpirit of hi mouth and briehtnes of - 


hy coming. Fo » 46, 
 Thatthe Miniſters With the people in that eftate _; the 
Beafts image, and receive his mark in the forchead or 
.5I. Ofc. | 
F That they derive not their power and funitions of Miniſe- 
r1e from Chrift the head of the Church. þ. 63. 6. 
That though they be of good gifts aud teach many true dic- 
#rines, yet it is no Warrant to communicate With their Miniftt» 
ric, Wh |. _Þ.66.75-9% | 
That they Work pon the conſciences of men by vertueofs 
falſe ſpirit calling, |: Þ. 70. IOg.1O. 
_ Of the Apoitles mot ceaſng to preach in the Name of leſu, 
at the commandememn of the Rulers of Iſrael,  p. 73h, 
That the Miniſterie of the Church of Engl. is 4 firaunge Mi- 
wiſtery, | 6 | ts | þ+ 78. Oe 
 Offhe conſpiracy of Corah Dathan Abiram &c. p.79, 
q ” it s vnlawinll to preſent our bodies at falſe Worſhip. 
Sh Oc. |. ds 
We! Of Naamans example alledgedfor that peryefe. p81, 
That the Minifterie of the Church of England is not from 
heaven, but of men, Pp. 87. 
That it giveth honowr (0 Antichriſt, and is derogatory i 
vhe reformed Churches,  _ p95 
. Divers zeftimonies of their owne, and of the Martyrs & 
 pthers, againi? their Minifterie and Church eftate , p. 6.13.15« 


2130-33-36, 41-44-59.05:73+70-79+88.93.O%e alp 


 avainſt them. 


A Table, Y 
AI the grounds of Mr Bradſh, Arguments, and of the 
London, Lincoinſ hire, Devonſhire,and other ſilenced Minitterq, 
their Exceptions, Abridgement, Anſwers, and Offers, applyed 
| P TED & Ca 
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Faultes eſcaped, ys 


Pag. 63. lin. 6.8 7.read thus: of Eng). i (uch 44 deriverh not; 
Pag. 78. lin. 22. Num. 15. 39. 

Pag. 8s, lin. 8. will fromthe hote . | 
Pag. 94- line 29. (annex this in ſuch ofthe books where 
itis wanting) and God muff have no ſolemne Worſhip in 

England, except it be in communion With the ſame. | 
Pag. 95. lin. 79. put in the margent, Mr Bradſb. Aroum.2. 


Pag. 119, lin. 10. annex this, And their onne reaſons alled- 


ged againſt thewſe of the Ceremonies do alſo prove it, 


F t 
ts _ ——C— _ — 
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